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ABSTRACT

The main difference in word-order between Archaic Chinese and Man-
darin Chinese is that prepositional phrases occur in postverbal position domi-
nantly in Archaic Chinese and occur in preverbal position dominantly in
Mandarin Chinese. This dissertation presents a fairly exhaustive study of the
historical word-order change in prepositional phrases and reasons of this
word-order change.

Our main conclusions are as follows. (D The word-order change in
prepositional phrases began at the 2nd century, and ended at the 10th cen-
tury, and the preverbal position has been the dominant position since the
10th century. @ A series of historical grammatical evolution in Chinese,
such as the evolution of complement and object, emergence of compound
words and auxiliary words, caused the word-order change in prepositional
phrases. These historical grammatical evolutions made Chinese sentence
structures become complex, and it was necessary to adjust the word order of
sentences. From the 3rd century to the 10th century, these historical gram-
matical evolutions developed rapidly, so it is an important period of .the
word-order change in prepositional phrases too. (3 During the change of the
positions of prepositional phrases, the meaning of preposition phrases and
structures of the verbal phrases modified by prepositional phrases gradually
became the two most important factors in deciding the positions of the prepo-
sitional phrases.

Based on this study, we don’t think the substitution of prepositions
caused the word-order change in prepositional phrases, and the Semantic
Principle is the only principle that can affect the positions of prepositional
phrases. The word-order change in prepositional phrases has nothing to do
with the emergence of SOV word order in the Chinese language, and the

word order in Chinese sentences hasn’t changed into SOV order.
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