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Donald E.Knuth ( &%)

Preface to the Chinese Edition

Greetings to all readers of these books in China! I fondly hope that many Chinese computer
programmers will learn to recognize my Chinese name” /&S #&244” , which was given to me by Francis
Yao just before I visited your country in 1977. I still have very fond memories of that three-week
visit, and I have been glad to see “EEZ8” on the masthead of the Journal of Computer Science
and Technology since 1989. This name makes me feel close to all Chinese people although T cannot
speak your language.

People who devote much of their lives to computer programming must do a great deal of hard
work and must master many subtle technical details. Not many are able to do this well. But the re-
wards are great, because a well written program can be a beautiful work of art, and because com-
puter programs are helping to bring all people of the world closer together.

Donald E.Knuth ( & &%)
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Here is your book , the one your thousands of letters have asked us

to publish. It has taken us years to do, checking and rechecking countless

recipes to bring you only the best, only the interesting, only the perfect.

Now we can say, without a shadow of a doubt, that every single one of them,

if you follow the directions to the letter, will work for you exactly as well

as it did for us, even if you have never cooked before.
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—McCall’s Cookbook (1963)
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Woe be to him that reads but one book.
ﬁﬁ%f&Z:Rﬁ"qt#WEo
~—GEORGE HERBERT, Jacula Prudentum, 144 (1640)

Le défaut unique de tous les ouvrages

c’est d’étre trop longs.

- AEREAKT
—VAUVENARGUES, Réflexions 628 (1746)

Books are a triviality. Life alone is great
FETFPAH; RELE A RBAY,

—THOMAS CARLYLE, Jounal (1839)
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