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CHRONOLOGY

6 May 1856 Sigmund Freud born, Freiberg, N. Moravia

1860 Family moves to Vienna

1873 Enters University of Vienna

1876 Enters Briicke’s Institute of Physiology
1877 Publishes paper on Petromyzon

1879 Translates John Stuart Mill (vol. 12 of his

Collected Works for the German edition,
edited by Theodor Gomperz) during

military service

1881 Qualifies MD

1882 ~ Engaged to Martha Bernays

1883 Enters Meynert’s psychiatric clinic

1885 Visits Charcot at Salpétriére

13 Sept. 1886  Marries Martha Bernays

1887 Daughter Mathilde born

1889 Son Martin born

1890 Commences correspondence with Fliess -

1891 Son Oliver born; publishes On Aphasia

1892 Son Ernst born

1893 Daughter Sophie born

1895 Daughter Anna born; publishes Studies on
Hysteria, with Breuer

1896 Father dies

1897 Doubts ‘seduction theory’
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Sigmund Freud Chronology

1900 Publishes Interpretation of Dreams

1902 Title Professor Extraordinarius conferred;
founds ‘Wednesday Psychological Society’,
later known as Vienna Psychoanalytic

Society

1905 Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality

1906 Correspondence with Jung commences

1909 Honorary Doctorate, Clark University, -
USA’

1910 Founds Zentralblart fiir Psychoanalyse

1912 Adler and Stekel resign from Vienna
Society

1913 End of relationship with Jung

1918 Commences analysing daughter Anna

1919 Son Martin returns after war

1920 Daughter Sophie dies

1923 Onset of jaw cancer; publishes Ego and Id;
grandson Heinele dies

1924 Granted Freedom of the City of Vienna

1925 Breuer dies; Abraham dies

1926 Reik prosecution; Einstein visits

1929 Ferencz withdraws

1930 Awarded Goethe Prize; mother dies

1933 Ferenczi dies; Freud’s books burnt in
Berlin

1936 Elected corresponding member of Royal
Society

1938 Flees from Nazi Vienna; publishes Moses and
Monotheism in London

23 Sept. 1939  Recurrence of cancer; death in London
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Sigmund Freud was the founder of
psychonalysis, and his name has become a
landmark in cultural history, marking the
transition from nineteenth-century order to the
modern and post-modern world. His theories
concerning sexuality, memory, dreams,
self-deception and the unconscious mind
created a furore when first advanced and have
never ceased to invite controversy. In recent
times, both the man and the discipline he
invented — psychoanalysis— have come under
re-evaluation (and attack) on both sides of the
Atlantic. This book depicts Freud’s life and
ideas, from his birth above a blacksmith’s forge
in a secluded corner of the Austro-Hungarian
Empire to his death in 1939 in London, where

he had come as a refugee from Nazi Europe.

Stephen Wilson is a Fellow of the Royal
College of Psychiatrists. He worked for many
years as a consultant at the Littlemore and
Warneford Hospitals and was honorary Senior
Clinical Lecturer at the University of Oxford.
Dr Wilson is a practising psychotherapist and
the author of The Cradle of Violence: Essays
on Psychiatry, Psychoanalysis and Literature.




ONE

RELUCTANT
REFUGEE

I can most highly recommend the Gestapo to everyone'

n March 1938, the Nazi annexation of Austria

unleashed a wave of popular anti-Semitism more
virulent than any previously seen in Hitler’s Germany.
People joyously thronged Vienna to welcome Nazi
troops, waving flags, singing and raising their arms in
‘Sieg Heil’ salutes. Priests celebrated the Fithrer’s
accomplishments and flew swastika flags from church
steeples; while at the same time elderly Jews were
being publicly humiliated, Jewish shops pillaged,
Jewish children punched and kicked in the streets,
Jewish families terrorised, beaten and murdered in
their homes. The anti-Nazi Social Democratic lawyer
Hugo Sperber was jack-booted to death, and SA
brown-shirts — Hitler’s uniformed murderous thugs —
killed engineer Isidor Pollack in the same way, while
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Sigmund Freud Reluctant Refugee

conducting a so-called house search. He had been the
director of Pulverfabrik Skoda-Werke-Wetzlera, a
chemical factory.

When a similar gang broke into Berggasse 19, the
home of Sigmund Freud and his family, an
extraordinary scene unfolded. Mrs Freud, finding
two or three of the men in her dining room,
responded with automatic courtesy and invited the
sentry at the door to place his rifle in the umbrella
stand and be seated. Fetching the household money,
she placed it on the table, as if serving a meal, and
encouraged the ‘gentlemen’ to help themselves.
Freud’s daughter Anna then escorted the intruders
to the safe in another room and opened it. At this
point the 82-year-old Freud, frail with cancer, and
having been aroused by the disturbance, appeared in
the doorway. ‘He had a way of frowning with
blazing eyes that any Old Testament prophet might
have envied,’ Ernest Jones, his authorised
biographer, tells us, ‘and the effect produced by his
lowering mien completed the visitors’ discomfiture.
Saying they would call another day, they hastily took
their departure.’?

Since the onset of jaw cancer in 1923, Freud had

endured multiple operations and prolonged pain,
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Sigmund Freud Reluctant Refugee

yet he maintained a prodigious capacity for work, a
sense of humour undulled by the prosthesis that
clicked and rattled in his face, and an indomitable
pride. It was not in his nature to surrender. He
wanted to be near his surgeon, Hans Pichler, and
considered himself too old to move. When an
emissary from Switzerland arrived bearing $10,000
raised by Carl Gustav Jung, the erstwhile ‘crown
prince’ of psychoanalysis, with whom Freud had
fallen out twenty-five years earlier, he sent him
packing with a wave of his hand — ‘I refuse to be
beholden to my enemies.”3

Even after his son Martin was arrested for
questioning, on the same day as the events described
above, he continued to offer his would-be rescuers
all sorts of reasons why he should remain where he
was, finally declaring that he could not leave his
native land since it would be like a soldier deserting
his post. Hindsight shows us the pity of his protests
— there was no hope for the Jews of Vienna. Four of
Freud’s sisters, who had to stay behind, were to
perish in concentration camps along with most of
the 60,000 other Jews then living in Austria.

In fact, on 13 March, the board of the Vienna

Psychoanalytic Society had recommended
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