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Preface

Departing from architecture as a classical field of design at the
beginning of the twentieth century and within the Modern
Movement landscape design 2nd interior design were established
With the emerging symbrosis between industry and art as advocated
by Behrens and the Werkbund, industrial design and visual design
also entered the field

As an educational concemn wisual design became m various forms
the foundation of the new field of design, directly relating the visual
arts and visual design education, the Bauhaus Is the most famous
example The Bauhaus's "Grundkurs” and "Basic Design." which
followed, shaped design education i the twentieth century Anew
concept, a new vision defined the visual world A new visual culture
evolved which fused new visual phenomena (mass society, rass
production, industrial production) with art, advertising and other
emerging media

Alter being disseninated in Europe, 1t was then transferred with
the Second World War to the United States and the Amencas at
large And now another step might yet take place The work of

GU Daqing and others of his generation might open the door to
China To borrow Lewi Strauss's word, every new generation of
designers and educators has to redefine its own terrtory n order
toallow for another step The book of GU Daging 1s doing exactly
this His research Into visual design not anly captures the Grundkurs's
essence of education of the senses, but also proposes a new
approach to cultivating visual thinking n architectiral design
education

Inaddition to reformulating the field n Hong Kong he has translated
and transformed 1t into a specfic way of thinking for China or, to
be prease, the some eighty schools of architecture n China Whie
fractions of visual design or "Basic Design" existed in Chinese
archrtecture schools, there has been, up to now, no concise
presentation or appropriate transformiation for China Itis a fortunate
conadence that GU Daqing, by being part of both "sides” (the
west and the east), can bndge this cultural gap Thus we applaud
natonly the very onginal work presented n this book, but also the
fact that ft has been translated and transformed for a new audience,
the next generation of Chinese students of architecture

H E Kramel
Professor ETH-Zunch
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