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The mere mention of China often reminds people of its vast expanse of
territory, abundant resources, huge population, time-honored history and
splendid culture. China, as a developing country, is now rapidly heading
for modernization. This ancient mysterions oriental country like an inex-
haustible goldmine and resourceful history book appeals to an ever-rising
number of people both at home and abroad. However, the goldmine and
history book is so huge and abstruse for people from other countries, even a
native Chinese to grasp its marrow. With this in mind, Shanghai Classical
Publishing House meticulously designs and compiles this present series of
books, A Guide to China, so that it will be more sparing of time and ef-
forts for all the people who are willing to learn more about China.

The choice materials in this series of books reveal the diverse cul-
tures and life styles typical of their respective kind within Chinese terri-
tory. Moreover, the series of books is printed in a bilingual version( Chi-
nese-English ) with vivid pictures. Each Chinese character is accompanied
by Chinese pinyin, and a demarcation between two different Chinese
phrases is considerately drawn throughout each book. All these efforts aim
to facilitate the reading and comprehending of foreign friends and com-
munication between different cultures.

It is our sincere wish that this series of books might serve as a bright
window for demonstrating Chinese culture, and a solid bridge for com-
munication and mutual understanding between Chinese people and other
nations as well.

Gao Kegin
October, 2002
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The mountains and rivers in China are not only famous for the beauti-
ful or magnificent natural landscape, but also for her cultural and historical
glamour with trace of 3,000 years’ history. Therefore, when traveling
around the natural landscape and visiting the historical spots and famous
cities, one can not only enjoy the beauty and harmony of the nature, but
also recall the ancient and compare it with the present.

Follow us now and wander about all the beauties beyond the limit of

space and time.




There is an old saying in China: “A famous mountain is just like an
eminent man.” A man is multi-faceted and ever changing. So is the moun-
tain. A man has his own character. So does the mountain. It will be wise to
understand a mountain like the way you get closer to a man. A man may
become your friend. So does the mountain. Moreover, the mountain will

never betray you and always be ready to welcome your visit.
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Taishan is located in Tai"an City

in the central part of Shangdong

province. Y uhuang

It 1%

Its highest peak,
Ding, is over 1,500 meters high.
fumous for its towering landscape and
majesty.In ancient China. five famous
high mountains are esteemed as the
sacred  "Wuyue . Taishan is named
“Dongyvue™ for his location in the East.
been the resort for two

Taishan has

thousand years.  Once Confucius said:

climbed up to the peak of Taishan. one
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———————-— -~ — Scenery with hills

can look down to the adjacent moun-
tains.  While what attract the tourists
now are the towering peaks. deep val-
leys, magnificent waterfalls, upstanding
pines and the historical and cultural
charm traced on the building and the
sculptures. The most hreathtaking scene
is"Eighteen Circles”.which looks like a
stone ladder falling from the heaven.
You will hardly dare to look straight
down when standing there.  Climbing
over the “Eighteen Circles” you vome
to the peak. “the South Heaven Door”
and have all the gorgeous scenerv in
front of vou.

Once upon time. when the first
emperor of Qing Dynasty climbed Tais-
han. heencountered a heavy rainfall in
the middle of the mountain. It hap-
pened that a pine sheltered him from
the rain. Later."Wu Dafu”, a senior of-
ficial position.  was conferred on the
pine .From then on.

*Wu Dafu Pine”.

the pine ix called
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- Huashan, located in the
south of Huayin City in Shanxi
province, is a branch of Qin

Ling. Tt looks like stone lily

though cableways are set up

Scenery with hills j

2
nowadays. the rocks are just (A
like swords amazingly piercing

through the clouds when you

from the distance. It’s called look up from the foot of the
“Xiyue" in the five famous mountain. There spread many
mountains, “Wuyue". Huashan legends of Taoism  about

has five highest peaks. which
are Zhaoyang peak in the
east, Lianhua peak in the
west, Luoyan peak in the
south, Yuntai peak in the north
and Yunu peak in the middle.
The Luoyan peak in the south
is the highest, about two thou-
sand and one hundred meters
high. Huashan is famous for its
precipitous peaks as the old
saying says: “There’ s only one

path through Huashan.”  Al-

Huashan.

Legend has it that in the
Spring and Autumn Period.
there was a young man, Xiaoshi.
who was good at playing the
vertical bamboo flute. He mar-
ried the daughter of Qinmugong,
Nongyu. Once, the performance
of Xiaoshi attracted a pair of
phoenix. The couple mounted
on the birds and flied to Yunu

peak of Huashan, turning into a

pair of celestials finally.
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