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Introduction

& »

0.1 The Nature and Domain of English Lexicology (FiFiAiL¥
atERCHE)
0.1.1 What is lexicology?

¥ 5: Lexicology is a branch of linguistics, inquiring into the
origins and meanings of words.

FACERESFN NN, BERRERRENE XHIBE,
0.1.2 What does English lexicology study for?

. English lexicology aims at investigating and studying
the morphological structures of English words and word equiva-
lents, their semantic structures, relations, historical develop-
ment, formation and usages.

HKIBWIL ¥ EAEKRRBBFRBRESEH., BXEH. BXX
A, MR ER5EDT, WiREMEEMHZE.

0.1.3 What’s the nature of English lexicology?

E . English Lexicology is a theoretically-oriented course.
However, it is a practical course as well.

FIFWIC¥ R —TTEBAIRR, AN, BAC¥ I EAREMNE
BAE,

0.2 Its Relation to Other Disciplines (EiFRICFSH ¥R
X&)
0.2.1 Morphology (FEZ&¥)



Morphology is the branch of grammar which studies the struc-
ture or forms of words, primarily through the use of morpheme
construct.

ESFREREN A4, TEEELFAERARFAMES
g,

0.2.2 Etymology (I@¥%¥)

Etymology is traditionally used for the study of the origins and
history of the form and meaning of words.

IR AE R T IE B R FE AT EAERN R,

0.2.3 Stylistics (3U{E%)

Stylistics is the study of style. It is concerned with the user’s
choices of linguistic elements in a particular context for special ef-
fects.

SCEFEDFFESCH, EBEXIE A A X RERIEE O 1k B 5 s 4 pk
BRMEFESEE (B AEE. RS #HFRERE,
0.2.4 Lexicography (ir]H#L2£)

Lexicography shares with lexicology the same problems.

] SRR RNC T R RS,

0.3 Methods of Study (3R F%)

How many methods of study are there in English lexicology?

E A : There are generally two approaches to the study of
words, namely synchronic and diachronic.

From a synchronic point of view, words can be studied at a
point in time, disregarding whatever changes might be taking
place. If we take a diachronic perspective, we will consider the
word historically, looking into its origin and changes in form and
meaning.

RICEEAWM L., —B4EnE, —2EFHk,

KB REEPFRERNIRAL, SEANELUEENZ
IR FR, T BB 5T 3k MO 8 & B 10 A B R 4RI s A
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B,
0.4 Aims and Significance of the Course (Fi&RACHFHBEMSE
BX)

E X : Language study involves the study of speech sounds,
grammar and vocabulary. Vocabulary has proved particularly im-
_portant and certainly the most difficult.

BEEMRAFEIMNES . BEMELHZ N EABR, HiEin
MR AEXEEMNAWEME.,



Chapter 1

Basic concepts of Words and Vocabulary
WL EEA FR

1.1 What Is a Word ({iBid)
What is a word? A
& : (1) a minimal free form of a language;
(2) a sound unity;
(3) a unit of meaning;
(4) a form that can function alone in a sentence.
Therefore, we can say that a word is a minimal free form of a lan-
guage that has a given sound and meaning and syntactic function.

(1) —ITEFHENAHER;

(2) —1TFEEZR—&;

(3) — BB

(4) FERFHEEMLEERN—MER,

M, BITTUTXHE—-NEL: AR -TESTHEE—EW
BFE. BEXAET R AEBEER,

1.2 Sound and meaning (FHIEZFN) .

What's the relationship between sound and meaning?

% ri: This symbolic connection is almost always arbitrary,
and there is no logical relationship betwecen the sound and the actual
thing and idea itself.

A dog is called a dog not because the sound and the three let-
ters that make up the word just automatically suggest the animal in

question. It is only symbolic. The relationship between them is

conventional .

4



XFMESMENLZENREENBEREREZRETN, ERK
— A EYE - TSN FEIXN FEMEAFREEEXE,
Y dog HFAREIXNEEHFULX =ZANFHE—EREHRHX
My, IMARR-AMRIERS, FESRLZEMRERL—F
HER o
1.3 Sound and Form (AHEFENE)

What’s the difference between sound and form?

E /5. More and more differences occur between the two:

(1) The internal reason for this is that the English alphabet
was adopted prom the Romans, which does not have a separate let-
ter to represent each sound in the language;

(2) Another reason is that the pronunciation has changed
more rapidly than spelling over the years;

(3) A third reason is that some of the differences were created
by the early scribes;

(4) Finally comes the borrowing, which is an important
channel of enriching the English vocabulary.

AEMEAZEEEBEEER:

(1) EX—ZFWANERFAREEHERATRTES, 4
REBRIEBETHENEMNARBE ALY FERER;

(2) A—TRERRELHEELBER;

Q) FEANFHERUREY SR —HER;

(4) B&E—1RERIKF,

1.4 Vocabulary (idiC)

E &: The term “vocabulary” is used in different senses. Not
only can it refer to the total number of the words in a language,
but it can also stand for all the words used in a particular historical
period, like Old English vocabulary, Middle English vocabulary
and Modern English vocabulary. We also use it to refer to all the
words of a given dialect, a given book, a given discipline and the

5



words possessed by an individual person.

—ITESHARAWBRIZITES WAL, “WiC (vocabulary)”
—HAFLZEE L, EAMUETUER—TESHIELE, MHE
AHEEFERBRMIENT, MEEERL., P o3EEERCAMIREAR
B, ROTETRAZEERE-MTEHREL., X—FHKiE
T, E R iEL, EZ2ETEENANELE,

1.5 Classification of Words (3fCHI%y3)
1.5.1 Basic Word Stock and Nonbasic Vocabulary (%283 fl
JE B ARD)

(1) Basic word stock (FEZAIRIL)

The Basic word stock is the foundation of the vocabulary accu-
mulated over centuries and forms the common core of the language.

EXRFALCRALPRFENRS, BTESHEEES

(2) What's the character of the basic word stock?

B : @O All national character;

@ Stability;

@ Productivity;
@ Polysemy;
® Collocability.

Of course, not all the words of the basic word stock have these
characteristics “All national character” is the most important of all
features.

O 2R#;

@ RETE;

Q RE=H;

@ & Xt

® R,

IR, HARRIARAFICA LA XNRETE, “2RE” 25
HEMFILE,

(3) What does nonbasic vocabulary include?

6



. @O Terminology: It consists of technical terms used in
particular disciplines and academic.

@ Jargon: It refers to the specialized vocabularies by which
members of particular arts, sciences, trades and professions com-
municate among themselves.

@ Slang: It belongs to the sub-standard language, a category
that seems to stand between the standard general words including
in formal ones available to everyone and in-group words.

@ Argot: It generally refers to the jargon of criminals. Its
use is confined to the sub-cultural groups, and outsiders can hardly
understand it.

® Dialectal words: They are words used only by speakers of
the dialect in question.

® Archaisms: They are words of forms that were once in
common use but are now restricted only to specialized or limited
use. They are found mainly in older poems, legal documents and
religious writing or speech.

@ Neologisms: They are newly-created words or expressions,
or words that have taken on new meanings.

O RiE: BEHEFRHEREIREE &7,

@ 17i: WMATTZAR, B, ml A HEAEF Y AEBE L]
.

O fiE: BTEEEIES, i+ T8I0 f kK3 8iE
Z I8,

@ B RIUEAWITE, WATERPETE, SPAILTE
RAHEN,

© FER: URTREFSHAFREM,

© HiEHE: BEEY ST ZEREIR, TIENE T
RWHREME, FRABEAXNE/DN, RESH. B, S8cH
FvEE S,



@ #FEE: FARIEE, sIBWEF4AERNE L,

1.5.2 Content Words and Functional Words (ZE{#/ 1T 6E1A])

(1) Content words (5Eir])

They denote clear notions and thus are known as notional
words. They include nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs and nu-
merals.

AR KR, wiEAE. shin, BAE. BlHRRMEGE,

(2) Functional words (IhgEia])

They don’t have notions of their own. They are also called
empty words.

eI A S AREFEE X, HIXHRER,

1.5.3 Native Words and Borrowed Words (4= 15 ia] #l 4} ¥ 15
1)

(1) Native words (Z=HiE1A)

Native words are words brought to Britain in the fifth century
by the German tribes: the Angles, the saxons, and the Jutes,
thus known as Anglo-Saxon words.

KRB RARATHMLCHEESRMBERBE A, Frd Ak
FAWAREN, XHREBRE-EERENE,

(2) What are the two other features of native words apart
from the characteristics of the basic word stock?

E H: Apart from the characteristics mentioned of the basic
word stock, in contrast to borrowed words, native words have two
other features: (ONeutral in style; @Frequent in use.

BT BEAFENC MRS, SHRIEBFMY, AKIERTER
BANFAFER: © UEFH; O FSI%ER,

(3) Borrowed Words, (4F3iEid])

Words taken over from foreign languages are known as bor-

rowed words or loan words or borrowings in simple terms.

¥ B THME KRR AR SN RA R A



