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Preface

It is the 90th anniversary of the Sun Yat-Sen Library of
Guangdong Province this year. In order to recall the history
of the library and summarize the academic achievements in
research, this library edited and will publish this selected
papers of their colleagues’. As the first reader, I am glad and
feel quite lucky to have read it first.

The Sun Yat-Sen Library of Guangdong Province was
established in 1912. It is our country’s only one provincial
public library named after Mr. Sun Yat-Sen. The library is
located in easily accessible place and has the advantage of
first opening-up atmospheres. It has the innovative conscious-
ness of “daring to try first” and the value direction of “taking
serving the people as its own duty”. The abundant local do-
cuments, high-quality opening service, positive document
exploitation, advanced computer system, active public
relations all are the library’ s characteristics. It enjoys a good
reputation at home and abroad.

I think this selected papers which reflects the academic
achievements of the colleagues has two major features: First,
the history and the reality mingle. Among the authors there
are the older generation scholars who play an opening up role
in the cause of Guangdong’s libraries, and a contingent of

promising youngsters who are working hard at the library
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positions, which better embody the relation between the
library’s academic development track and the culture herita-
ges. Second, theories combine with practice. Library science
is a science with very strong practicality. Among the articles
collected in this book, the majority regard basic theory of
library science as their guide and combine the authors’
working practice, which contain not only thinking and
debating quality, but also rich practical spirit, and agree
with the library’ s management characteristic. The library’ s
innovative awareness and probing courage are particularly
noticeable, which not only further booster developing and
enriching the basic theory of library science, but also benefit
the cause of current libraries’ practical work.

Reviewing history and summarizing experience aim to
better open-up the future. The Sun Yat-Sen Library’s motto
“The men of great erudition rely on self-cultivation and those
who assimilate knowledge should benefit others.” is the
portrayal of this library’ s rich historical and cultural inside
information and of its pursue brand-new cultural management
concept. I wish the Sun Yat-Sen Library of Guangdong
Province prosperous at its own cause, and makes more

glorious achievements in the new century.

Zhou Heping
(The Vice-Minister of Ministry of Culture
of the People’s Republic of China)
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