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WHO’S WHO IN SOUTH EAST ASIA
Prof. Sung Chek Mei

(A) January 1969

Compilation of a WHO'S WHO IN SOUTH EAST ASIA has been
part of our research programme, Since the first issue of our SOUTH
EAST ASIA JOURNAL in January 1965, notices had been sent out to
solicite information, which will be compiled and published accordingly,

To compile a Who’s Who requires a lot of courage and
perseverance for the success of such monumental task, One must
always sincerely, clearly, objectively, and perspectively present the
social back-ground, personal characters, achievement, as well as
contribution to their communities of each and every person listed
so that their real image might be projected vividly before the readers.
The effect will then truly be lasting for the generation-to-come. As
for harmonizing mutual affections between different people and to
promote better understanding of mankind in the world, this work
aims to offer its share of good-will, especially in classify historical data
of South East Asia. WHO’S WHO IN SOUTH EAST ASIA is the joint
venture of many scholars from this region. It takes genuine cooperation
and contributors strived to keep in line with the “Editorial Pattern”.
Those concerned also gave their fair support whenever needed. These
are the main factors lead to the successful publication.

For research work of South East Asia, our Who’s Who is only a
first attempt. In order to publish each year a large volume of such
general reference, like most giant publishing houses of the world, there
is still the need of much hard work and group effort.

(B) August 1978

Biography forms an important field of Chinese literature. It is
rich in content and useful for scholary investigation. All great works
with lasting influence by eminent historians usually concentrate on
human persons. The main task of history and biography is to imprint
on our mind the past and present outstanding individuals, their life,
their achievement, their thought as well as their mark in the society,
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Human nature is endowed with an instinctive attachement and
reminiscence to the past; hence it is common to have keen interest
towards biography of prominent men. By the same reason, in making
known those historical giants, one might elevate the respect for
personal dignity and human values. It also would provide the dynamism
to attend a higher ideal and perfection in life. One should, therefore,
pay special attention to biographic literature in terms of educational
significance and social progress.

Lytton STRACHEY, forerunner of Inward Biography School,
wrote two great works of QUEEN VICTORIA and EMINENT
VICTORIANS. With scrupulous objectivity, he expanded on the
factual life of them all. His skilful employment of reference to diaries,
letters, and other documents shed much light on their personal life,
Thus, his works were acknowledged as exciting classics. This Inward
Biography shattered the psychological idol-worship and reoriented
towards esthetic projection. It advocates discreet selection and compil-
ation of actual facts. It emphasizes harmony of lines and colors without
any tinge on the real persons. They only seek to bare the authentic
reality, play down no one, and would not easily critisize anybody.
They prefer the readers to form their own opinion and to perceive their
own insight. This, too, is taken as one of the cardinal principle of

psychography.

Those chosen by modern psychographers are persons of social
significance and not merely shallow figures. It is a presentation of facts,
not sentimental description. Through their eyes of wisdom, deep
comprehension becomes possible unto the life of each and every
character. And a better understanding might be obtained also on their
historical background. Biography writing is personal activity, hence
both theory and method of narration should also improve in time.

At the present era of great importance, there are many typical
characters in South East Asia worthy to be noted. So that their epical
achievements and shining ideas might live in the biographic literature to
inspire human dignity and lighten the beacon of life. Chinese emigrants
in South East Asia, according to available records, have a long history
and cordial affinity with local natives, Their dedication and
perseverance, unabated by manual labour, contributed much to local
development and economic prosperity. Many of them, through personal |
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