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It is a privilege to be permitted to say a few words in
praise of Kung Huang's excellent history of the organizational
system of Sino-American diplomatic and consular relations.
Mr. Huang is a diplomat in his own right, and he is a scholar-
ly historian as well. The calling of the Chinese scholar-diplo-
mat goes back to the middle years of the nineteenth century,
when a series of distinguished Ch'ing officials were posted to
European missions whence they reported in memoirs and his-
tories their impressions of the West. These included Kuo
Sung-t'ao, Tseng Chi-tse, Liu Hsi-hung, and Hsueh Fu-ch'eng,
among others.! Mr. Huang has taken as his task the presenta-
tion of an incisive but detailed narrative analysis of the estab-
lishment of Chinese and American diplomatic missions start-
ing with the arrival in Canton of Major Samuel Shaw on The
Empress of China in 1786,

As a director of cultural division for the San Francisco
office of what was originally called the Coordination Council
for North American Affairs, then after September 1994 the
Taipet Economic and Cultural Respresentative Office in the

United States, Kung Huang is interested in explaining the di-
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plomatic arrangements between the Taiwan and American
governments after the latter formally recognized mainland
China on January 1,1979. He places this evolution within the
context of the much longer history of Sino-American diploma-
tic and consular relations, providing a copiously annotated
account of more than two centuries of contact, accompanied
by key documents and tables. One cannot but admire Kung
Huang’s scholarly sedulousness and dedication, especially
since this history will be such a help to the rest of us who do
not command the primary materials with his skill and mas-
tery.

Frederic Wakeman, Jr.

Haas Professor of Asian Studies

University of California, Berkeley

it See, for a thoughtful study of some of these figures and their
own reflections on the West, the doctoral thesis by Chen Feng [Ch'en
Fengl: “LaDécouverte de I'Occident: Regard Anthropologique des pre-
miers diplomates chinois sur I'Europe occidentale (1866-1894).” Paris:

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 1993,
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