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A Before Reading

I Look at the pictures in the book. Guess where does the story

take place!

[ ]

Have you seen any cargo ships!?

3 Have you sailed at sea?

My Notes:




The harbour is at the end of the island close to the little town. It
is full of fishing boats. It is cold in the early moming. The fisher-
men artive to get their boats ready. The man who runs the harbour
arrives at his office. He is called the Harbour Master. His name is
Jock Maclean. He has a beard, a big watch, a whistle and a dog
named Bill. Jock’s son is one of the fishermen. The name of his
fishing boat is The Dé‘isy Mae.

Long view of the dour, rocky island harbour with several fishing boats
draum up. The stone-built school building and the church in the
background, and a hill behind them.
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The harbour has a busy timetable. Jock expects the ferry to arrive
later. Two cargo ships are also going to dock. One will bring
timber, the other will bring coal. The island depends on the
harbour. The people living on the island need to buy supplies
that arrive by boat. The sun comes up. Will it be a good day?
Jock hopes it will. 1

St = .

Jock Maclean and his dog.
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At 9 o’clock some boys and girls walk together on the harbour
past the busy fishermen. They are on their way to school. The
island fishing boats are about to leave. The children wave
good-bye to the little fishing boats as they leave the harbour.
Some of the fishermen are their fathers. The boats go out to

the open sea.

N

A group of 10-12 children walking to school past the harbour. They
are waving good-bye to men on the boats.
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B While Reading

4 Where is the harbour?

5 Who runs the harbour?

6 What is the namé of his dog?

7 What is the name of his son’s fishing boat?

8 What time do the boys and girls go to school?

My Notes:
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Now the harbour is quiet again. In his office, the Harbour Master
checks his watch. He makes himself a cup of tea. Sea birds call.

The island nurse rides by on her bike.

Seagulls flying above the pier with a wild-looking sea in the background.
The nurse riding on her bicycle, watching the birds.
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At noon, two taxis arrive at the harbour. They are going to wait
for the ferry from the mainland. Now the sky is full of dark clouds.
A strong wind begins to blow. At lunchtime the ferry arrives.
The men unload the fruit and vegetables and other things for the
shops in the town to sell. There are also letters and parcels for
the post office, some medicines, some new televisions, some com-

puters and four black cats in a basket.

The ferry tied up at the harbour, being unloaded. The cargo is fruits
and vegetables, mail, and televisions.

7




- ——

At 1 o’clock the men finish. Whistles blow. Bells ring. Ropes
drop into the water. The ferry leaves. It is raining hard. The wind
is now very strong. Some holiday vachts hurry into the harbour
to escape the bad weather. At 3 o’clock the fishing boats also
hurry back into the harbour. Nobody wants to be out at sea when

the storm arrives. ..

One boat fails to return. It is The Daisy Mae. Some fishermen
call to Jock. They tell him that the engine on The Daisy Mae is
failing. The boat cannot get back to the harbour. They tell Jock
that his son is drifting further and further cut to sea.

The sky is now very dark. A big storm is blowing. The Harbour

-

The rescue boat speeding out through the harbour entrance heading
for the rough sea.



