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News No. |

It’s 16 hours universal time . And here is the news in special
English on the Voice of America. I’'m Bob Douty in Washington.

1.1 Officials from six nations are meeting in Bonn to discuss
efforts to end violence in the Yugoslav province of Kosovo.
American Secretary of State Madeleine Albright called for
common action to press Yugoslavia to withdraw security
forces from Kosovo. Security forces recently carried out an
attack against separatists in Kosovo, where most people are
ethnic Albanian. At least 80 people were killed. Yesterday,
ethnic Albanian separatists attacked police. Serbian forces
reacted by attacking villagers accused of supporting the mili-
tants. At least one police officer and two ethnic Albanians

were killed.

1.2 Kigali

President Clinton says the United States will work with
other nations to find a better way to identify countries in
danger of mass killings. He spoke during a brief visit to
Rwanda . Mr. Clinton said the world did not act quickly
enough against the killings there four years ago. Ethnic Hutu
extremists killed at least a half million Tutsis and moderate
Hutus. Mr. Clinton met with survivors of the attacks and he
announced plans to provide two million dollars for the
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survivors and 30 million dollars to reform the legal system in
Rwanda. He has returned to Uganda to meet with the leaders
of six African countries. Later he flies to South Africa.

1.3 President Clinton has expressed sadness at a shooting
yesterday at a school in his home state of Arkansas. Four
girls and a teacher were killed. Others were wounded. Two
suspects are in court today. They are boys 11 and 13 years
old. This was the fourth recent shooting by children at an
American school. The President says he will ask Federal offi-
cials to gather experts to find ways to prevent such violence.

1.4 Jerusalem

The Speaker of the Israeli Parliament says the United
Nations can not take part in peace efforts for the Middle East
because the UN is unfair to Israel. He made the comments in
a speech attended by visiting UN chief Kofi Annan. Some
lawmakers shouted protests. They urged him to welcome Mr.
Annan. The UN Secretary General plans to meet with the top
Palestinian official in East Jerusalem. Israel objects to that
meeting. Earlier, Mr. Annan placed flowers at a memorial
to the six million Jews murdered by Nazi Germany in the
holocaust during World War 11.

1.5 Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu reportedly
has made a compromise offer about Israeli troop withdrawal
from the West Bank. Israeli and American newspapers say he
made the offer just before a visit by American representative
Dennis Ross. The reported proposal offers a small increase in

.-—._4_



the amount of land Israel is willing to surrender to the Pales-
tinians. However, it is less than the amount suggested by the

United States.

You are listening to the news in special English on VOA.

1.6 The European Commission has proposed that 11 mem-
bers of the European Union be permitted to join a common
money system. The commission says the 11 countries have
met or almost met economic requirements for joining the sin-
gle money called the FEuro. French President Jacques Chirac
and German Chancellor Helmut Kohl say they believe the Eu-
ro will be put into used January 1* as planned. However, the
European Monetary Institute has warned that France and
Germany need to restrict public spending. The institute also
expressed concern about large debts owed by Italy and Bel-
gium.

1.7 The World Bank will hold a meeting to discuss efforts to
provide international humanitarian aid to Indonesia. Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer says the meeting
will take place April 1 in Washington. 20 countries and 15
organizations are invited. Mr. Downer says he welcomes
signs that Indonesia is taking steps to strengthen its economic
policies. The International Monetary Fund wants Indonesia
to do this. Yesterday, the United States offered Indonesia 56
million dollars to provide food and medicine for its poorest
citizens. The Indonesian economic crisis has led to riots.



1.8 Beijing

Red Cross officials say they hope to make plans for South
Korea again to get food shipments to North Korea. The offi-
cials from North Korea and South Korea are meeting in Chi-
na. When they met last in December, discussions failed after
South Korea demanded guarantees that food aid will be given
to people in necd. South Korea had agreed to give 50,000 tons
of food to starving North Koreans. Earlier this month,
North Korea said its food supplies were almost gone. Severe
flooding as well as lack of rain during the past three years

have caused widespread hunger in North Korea.

1.9 Russia

Acting Prime Minister Sergei Kiriyenko is continuing ef-
forts to form a new government. He is meeting with leaders
of parliament. He met today with Communist leader Genari
Zyuganov, whose party controls the Lower House of parlia-
ment. Russian President Boris Yeltsin dismissed his govern-
ment on Monday. Mr. Kiriyenko has one week to form a new

cabinet .

1.10 And this news

A South African lawmaker has ordered all pigeons to be
shot in the diamond producing area in the northwestern part
of the country. This is because he says the birds are being
used illegally to fly the jewels on their bodies out of South
Affrica.

1.11 Briefly here again is the major news of the hour.
—_— 6 —_—



Officials from six nations are meeting in Bonn to discuss
ways to end the violence in the Yugoslav province of Kosovo.
And President Clinton has returned to Uganda after vis-
iting Rwanda. There he promised aid for the survivors of the

Rwandan killings four years ago.

That’s the ncws in special English. This is Bob Douty re-
porting.



News No. 2

It’s 16 hours universal time. And here is the news in special
English on the Voice of America. I'm Bob Douty in Washington.

2.1 President Clinton is visiting a memorial on Gorey Island
on the western coast of Senegal. The memorial remembers
the time when Africans were kidnapped and sold as slaves.
Many European ships sailed from Gorey Island to take
African slaves to the Americans. President Clinton will give a
speech there shortly. Assistants to Mr. Clinton say he will
discuss future relations between the United States and the na-
tions of Africa.

2.2 South Africa

President Nelson Mandela is expected to meet with mili-
tary officials. They will discuss a false military intelligence
report about a plot to overthrow his government.

Reuters news agency says the officials will include Gen-
eral Gayog Maring. The general reportedly is being investi-
gated for supporting the false report.

2.3 Angola

The former rebel movement UNITA has closed its radio
station. UNITA says the radio station will be replaced by a
non-political station. The action was ordered in the 1994
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