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Preface

® Dai Zhiqiang

The history and character of the Tibetan coinage,its position im the monetary history of
China,are testimonies that Tibet is under the jurisdiction of the central government of China.They
are reflection of the politics,economics and culture of the Tibet,and are outcome of the monetary
regulations of the central governme nts in Tibet.The emerging and developing of the Tibetan coin-
age were interrelated with the monetary regulations of the Ming and Qing central government.

In 1368 ,the year Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang founded Ming dynasty,the Hongwu currency regu-
lations were issued.According to the regulations , Baoyuanju mint was founded in the capital ,
Baoquanju mints were founded in each province.The coins cast in each province bear Chinese
character on the back as mintmark , for example the Chinese character “Gui” represents Guangxi
province, and “Fu” represents Fujian province.In 1644 ,the newly founded Qing dynasty inherited
the Ming currency regulations . Baoyuanju mints operated by the Ministry of Works,Baoquanju
mint operated by the Ministry of Revenue and mints operated by each province were founded .
Coins bear Chinese characters on the back as mintmark .For example ,the Chinese character “Shan”
was mintmark for Baoshanju mint of Shannxi province ; the Chinese character “He” was mintmark
for Baoheju mint of Henan province . Mints of each province were founded earlier or later , and
existed for a longer or shorted time . Some provinces had more than one mint . Weather to found
mints or not and their output were determined on the actual need and possibility . Tibet had no mint
before Qianlong reign . It used coins allocated by the central government or coins from neighbor-
ing areas . Until 1791 , the 56" year of Qianlong reign , Emperor Qianlong issued imperial regu-
lations about Tibet , some regulations was about money , this was the first regulation about money
. Baozang mint was founded in Lasha , and Qianlongbaozang silver coins were struck . The coin-
samples were ratified by the Qing government , and the regulations were made by reference of
inner provinces’. Only considering the Tibetan custom of using silver,the coins were made of silver
instead of copper as in the inner provinces .

The round bronze coins perforated with a square hole constituted the fundamental form of
money in ancient China . In the reign of Ming Yingzhon (1436-1449), silver began to function as
means of exchange and measure of value, Uncoined silver was used as money by measuring weight
among the people . The silver coins from the West began to flow into the Southeast Asia and
southeast littoral China in the middle of the 17* century , the later Ming-earlier Qing period . Cut-
coins shows that the silver coins were still used as currency by measuring weight .After the middle
of 18" century , the period of Qianlong and Jiaging reign , a large number of silver coins flowed
into China , and were used as currency . The people realized that the coins were convenient than the
weighted silver , and coins modeled after the West coins by the people , then by the local authori-
ties , appeared in the southeast littoral China. Provinces such as Zhejiang , Jiangsu , Fujian , Tiaiwan
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had stuck coins . All these coins were called silver cake , and had ever circulated in some areas in a
short time . These were the forerunners of the machine-made coins in modern China . They were
first used by common people , and then attracted the official attentions . In this period , coins used
by the common people were foreign coins. After the 15" year of Guangxu reign , every province
began to issue their machine-made silver coins massively in order to resist the foreign coins .The
unitary coins emerged in China , until the third year of the Republic of China (1914) . After the
opium war ,due to the Qing dynasty’s incompetence , the foreign powers invaded . The economic

invasion was an important hand . The capitalist countries opened banks in China , and even issued
currency . In the meantime , the warlords disputed , set up separatist regimes , and issued currency .
This was a common practice in modern China . Tibet had something in common with the southeast
China in the course of currency , only because it sited in the southwest board area , be contiguous
to Nepal and India , were influenced more by the South Asia coinage , the local authority minted
coin for a longer time till 1959.

Due to the difference of language and difficult communication , it is difficult for the numis-
matic circles in the inner China to collect and study Tibetan coins . But Tibet is a member of our
Chinese family of nationality , we have no reason to ignore Tibetan coin , and have no reason to
ignore coins from the minority nationality areas and their history . Thus the Numismatic Society
has always paid much attention to the collecting and research of the coins from the minority nation-
ality areas , the Tibetan coins included . The People’s Bank of China had ever allocated special
funds and asked the Tibet branch Tibet Numismatic Society to collect Tibetan coins for the Numis-
matic Museum and this work have achieved remarkable success.

In order to draw more people’s attention to the Tibetan coinage , to advance their understand-
ing , and to promote the collecting and research of the Tibetan coins ,the China Numismatics Soci-
ety hold a symposium on Tibetan coinage at Lhasa in July , 1989 . The Tibet branch of the People’s
Bank of China holds an exhibition of Tibetan coin . I was lucky to attend this meeting and got an
initial understanding of the Tibetan coinage by seeing and hearing . During this meeting I got to
know Mr.Xiao Huaiyuan , Mr.Wang Haiyan ,Mr.Chaogang and met Mr.Cirenpingchuo , the direc-
tor of Finance Research Institute of the Branch of the People’s Bank of China , Zhu jingzhong and
other researchers , and read their books and papers. We discussed to compile a book about the
Tibetan coinage . Now this plan is coming true.

Through accumulation of more than 10 years ,we possess the conditions for compiling a spe-
cial book on the Tibetan coinage . The personnel and objects are ready . Both Mr.Haiyan and
Mr.Jingzhong are more mature , having more experience and ability , and their realization have
reached a new height and depth Mr.Cirenpingchuo have retired , and is in good health . Each of
them has their strong points ,can complement each other . Especially Mr Jingzhong is in chief of
the currency department of the Lhase central branch of the People’s Bank of China ,so is in charge
of the material objects including the archives , model and weights turned over from the former
Tibet mints . The China Numismatic Museum’s collections of the Tibetan coinage have reached a

remarkable scale , moreover the relevant archeological departments give much supports , now we




have much more objects than before both in amount and in categories . Moreover this work re-
ceived much attentions and support from the leaders at all levels . The leader of the Lhasa central
branch of the People’s Bank of China relieved Mr.Zhu Jingzhong of odd jobs so that he could go all
out to compile the book,continue engaging Mr.Ciren Pingchuo in this work . The China Numis-
matic Museum got Mr.Wanghaiyan , who had moved to Changchun city then, on loan to the mu-
seum to engage in this work.

Opportunity knocks but once . We determined to complete this work by three steps :The first
one is compile Tibetan coin of China introducing the history of Tibetan currency ; the 2"is compil-
ing the entries about Tibet currency of A general dictionary of China numismatic ; the third is to
study the format of the Tibetan currency .At last we will complete A general book of Tibetan coin .

What is going to presented to the readers is the first achievement—the Tibetan currency of
China . After reading this book , I am gratified at these achievements :The history of Tibetan coin-
age is made clear , a general picture of the Tibetan currency is given out. By surveying and studying
the weights of former Tibet mint , it is discovered that the weight used in Tibet was Kuping weight
,showing that the Tibet mint adopted the same weight as the central government . That means the
Tibet currency system was in accordance with that of the central government . This is a convincing
proof of the Tibet coinage . The third achievement is that a lot of materials are published , among
them are only-one article of great value . The machine and production technology of the Tibet mint
is reveled the first time .

This work not only carries the archaeological studies and collecting of the Tibetan coinage to
a new stage,but also has practical significance and historical cultrue value.By applying a lot of
historical facts and evidence, Tibetan coins of China prove that the Tibet area used currency issued
by the central governments or pursued the central governments' monetary regulations.It minted and
issued coins a ccording to the central government's weinghts during the Yuan,Ming,Qing,the Re-
public of China,and the People's Republic of China periods.The book provides proof that Tibet are
unseparable part of our country from the time of the marriage between Tang and Tubo and Tibet
coming into the domain of our country in Yuan Dynasty.The book exposes the facts that the Tibet
local authority issued coins of low quality,violated the economic rules,issued currency
recklessly,exploited the people cruelly. Thus it is also a vivid textbook for patriotism educationand
combating separatism.The publication of Tibetan coins of China is the result of the effort and sac-
rifice of the finance workers and coinage researchers of different nationalitise in Tibet, With loyalty
to the motherland and the people and the sense of duty,they cooperated and worked hard for the
cause of upholding unity of our country and various nationalities and the great rejuvenation of the

Chinese nation.
2002.2.15
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