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FASTEST SIREET LUGER

On 29 May 1998 Tom Mason from Van Nuys, California, USA, set @
official world record for street luge when he achieved a speed of.
130.8 km/h at Mount Whitney, California, USA. Mason, who tock up
street luge in 1995, set the record on a 10-kg board and was timed by b
Bob Pererya from the street luge sanctioning body RAIL (Road Racing Assoclation for International Luge). RAIL was
formed In 1990 and is based in Log Angeles, California, USA.
The association currently has over 100 members, both
racing and non-racing.

EERRNERSRA

RAEH AANLG AR R AGEXR&ANR28.105%
L. SRAHEGRE - HHLTTI9OK5R 1864 DA
B, ARA-—RAGRE, BOGERE - A FRAE TR
234528 2 2k SRk,

FASTEST SPEED-SKIERS

The highest officially recorded speed ever reached
by a speed-skier is 248.105 km/h, by Harry Egger [Austria)
at Les Arcs, France, on 1 May 1999. The women's world
record is held by Karine Dubouchet [France), who reached
a speed of 234.528 km/h at es Arcs, France, on 1 May
1999,
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SASTEST 1,500 M

Hicham el-
Guerrouj (Moroccoj
broke the 1,500-m
world record in Rome,
italy, on 14 July 1998.
His time of 3:26.00 bet-
tered the previous
record set by
Noureddine Morceli
[Algeria) by more than
a second.
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senos T FEMALE SPRINTER

Florence Griffith Joyner, known to her fans as Flo-Jo, caused a sensa-
tion when she smashed two world records—the women's 100 m and 200
m —at the US Olympic frials in July 1988. Her 100-m time of 10.49 seconds
still stands, but she went on to break her 200-m record twice af the Olympic
Games in Seoul, South Koreaq, setting a time of 21.56 in the semi-final, and
then achieving 21.34 seconds in the final on 29 Sept 1988. Flo-Jo died on
21 Sept 1998. .
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FASTEST SERVES

The record for the fastest timed women' s service was set by Venus
Willlams [USA) during the European Indoor Championships at Zurich,
Swifzeriand, on 16 Oct 1998, and stands af 205 km/h. The record for the
fastest service timed with modern equipment is 239.8 km/h, achleved by
Greg Rusedski (GB) during the ATP Champions™ Cup at Indian Wells, California,
USA, on 14 March 1998.
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Mauride Greene (USA) is pictured setting a new world record of 9.79
seconds in the men’s 100 m on 16 June 1999 in Athens, Greece. Greene fook
0.05 seconds off the previous record, set by Canada’s Donovan Bailey at the
1996 Olymplcs in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. This was the biggest margin taken off
the 100-m record since electronic timing was introduced in the 1960s. Greene
also equalled the time set by Ben Johnson (Canada] in 1988. Johnson's time
which was subsequently invalidated after a positive drugs fest.
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FASTES™ HALF-MARATHON

The world best time for a half-marathon course is 59 min 17
sec, by Paul Tergat (leff]) of Kenya at Milan, lialy, on 4 April 1998. The
official women’ s record is 66 min 43 sec, set by Masako Chika
{(Japan) at Tokyo, Jopan, on 19 April 1997. Ingrid Kristiansen (Norway)
ran a half-marathon in 66 min 40 sec at Sandnes, Norway, on 5 April
1987 but the course measurement was not confirmed.
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FIEST MARATHONS

The fastest ever marathon by a man was 2 hr 6 min 5 sec,
run by Ronaldo da Costa of Brazil (pictured right) at Berlin,
Germany, on 20 Sept 1998. The women’ s record was set by
Tegla Loroupe (Kenya) ot Rotterdam, Netherlands, on 19 April
1998, with a time of 2 hr 20 min 7 sec. The marathon is
supposedly based on the legendary run by the Greek messen-
ger Pheidippides, bringing news of a Persian attack in 490 Bc.
The race was run at the first modern Olympic Games in Athens,
Greece, In 1896, but the distance of the race varied until 1924,
when it was set at 42.195 km. It is widely expected that a
marathon time of under 2 hr 5§ min will be set in the next
decade. Because of problems in measuring the road courses |
precisely, the fastest times for marathons are officially referred
to as ‘'world bests’ rather than records.
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8 FLNTEST BUTTERFLY SWIMMER

Jarmes Hickman {GB) currently holds two world records for
the butterfly stroke —he took the world shorf-course record for
200 m in Paris, France, on 28 March 1998, in a time of 1 min
51.76 sec and then on 13 Dec of the same year went on to beat
Michael Klim's world 100-m short-course record with a time of
51.02 seconds, shaving 0.02 seconds Off the previous time. Hickman was in top form af the European short-course
championships in Sheffield, UK, winning both the 200-m butterfly and the 200-m individual medley, as well as gaining
a bronze in the 100-m individual medley. The butterfly stroke developed from a loophole in the rules governing
breaststroke, and was officially recognized as a distinct stroke in 1952,
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FASTIET IRON MAN TIMES
The fastest ever time in an Iron Man race —
a 3.8-km swim, a 180-km cycle ride and o full mara-
thon of 42.195 km—is 7 hr 50 min 27 sec, by Luc van
T Lierde of Belgium (left) at Roth, Germany, on 13 July
1997.
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FASTEST SOLAR-POWERED TRANSPACIFIC CROSSING

In 1996 Kenichi Horie [Japan) made the fastest ever crossing of the Pacific in
a solar-powered boat when he fravelied 16,000 km from Salinas, Ecuador, fo
Tokyo. Japan, in 148 days. His cigar-shaped vessel Malt's Mermaid (seen left with
Horle} was 8.7 m long. weighed 369 kg and was powered by 12.08 m? of solar
panels. It was partly made from o quantity of recycled aluminium equivalent to
more than 20,000 drink cans.
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FAS E57 HELICOPTER CIRCUMNAVIGATION BY A WOMAN

The record for the first and fastest helicopter circumnavigation by a woman
Is held by 57-year-old British grandmother Jennifer Murray, who, with co-pilot
Quentin Smith,flew g Robinson R44 57.448.7 km in 97 days in 1997. They crossed
26 counifles, making 80 refueliing stops, and took time to visit the Monaco
Grand Prix and the ceremonies marking the handover of Hong Kong to China.
They aiso flew over one of the world's highest ice caps, af an altitude of 2,926
m, in a temperature of -13°¢. The journey raised $162,500 for the Save the
Children Fund. Upon the pair’ s return to the starting-point of Denham, Bucks,
UK. they were greeted by friends including the Duchess of York.
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FASTEST ROUND-THE-WORLD DRIVE (CURRENT RULES)

Between 1 Oct and 11 Dec 1997 Garry Sowerby, Colin Bryant and
Graham McGaw (UK) circumnavigated the globe in a Vauxhall Frontera
in 21 days 2 hr 14 min, following current Guinness Book of Records
regulations. They fravelled 29,522 km. starting and finishing their
journey in Greenwich, London, UK.
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FASTEST ASCENT OF MT EVEREST FROM BASE CAMP TO

SUMMIT

Kaji Sherpa (Nepal] became the fastest person to
climb from base camp, which is located at an alti-
e tude of 5,350 m., to the summit of Mt Everest when he
- made.the ascent in 20 hr 24 min on 17 Oct 1998.
spTeeewn - ~Climbing on the Nepalese side, to the South Col, he
knocked 2 hr 5 min off the record set by Marc Batard
(France) 25 fo 26 Sept 1988. Kaqji Sherpa used oxygen
on the descent; Batard went without oxygen on as-

cent and descent,
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FASTEST CYCLIST ON A GLACIER

The fastest ever speed attained cycling down a gia-
cier is 212.139 km/h, by downhill mountain bike racer
Christian Taitllefer (France) on a Peugeot Cycle at the
Speed Ski Slope in Vars, France, in March 1998.
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FASTEST 'TOP FUEL DRAG RACER

The record for the fastest top fuel” drag racer —an extended car like
the pictured racer driven by Jim Butler — is held by Gary Scelzi (USA). the
1998 National Hot Rod Association [NHRA) Winsfon Champion, who achieved
a speed of 522.3 km/h from a standing start over 402 m during a meet in
Houston, Texas, USA, in Nov 1998.
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SAILING VESSEL

On 26 Oct 1993 the ftrifoiler Yellow
Pages Endeavour (pictured left) reached
a speed of 86.21 km/h while on a timed
run of 500 m at Sandy
e e PONT NEQr Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia. This is the highest speed ever reached by any
craft under sail on water. The frifoiler, which has a 12-m-high sail
and three short planing hulls, was designed by Lindsay Cunningham
(Australia), who also designed Australia’ s Little America’ s Cup
catamarans. It was piloted on its record-breaking run by Simon McKeon and
Tim Daddo, both of Australia.
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PRODUCTION BIKE
The Suzuki Hayabusa Gsx1300R is reported to reach speeds of 312 km/h,
making it the fastest production bike in the world. The motorcycle is a 1298
cc DOHC with four valves per cylinder, a narrow 14° valve angle and
electronic fuel injection with ram-air. The result is a powerful bike with 173
bhp at 9800 rom but an overall weight of 215 kg. "Hayabusa™ is Japanese
for peregrine falcon.




&

ey OO Wt SR g s A S Al -

ik R

KB B B M B ) R TR O

ESAEH ¥ SFF ARG HRA MR
A Rfeh -6, 2 b8d—ANIUS-PAM % %
e h TRHTHIO0X10R 7 an
TR FABENE R R AL AGE
LR&—54614 %22/ 4R. THORHE
WHABH S GRBRMH Kk d,

FASTEST ESCAPE VELOCITY FROM EARTH

The ESA Ulysses spacecraft is seen
passing over one of the Sun’s poles. The
craft, which is powered by an IUS-PAM
upper stage, achieved a record escape
velocity of 54,614 km/h from the Earth
after deployment from the space shuttle
Discovery on 7 Oct 1990. The information
it is relaying back to Earth has allowed
scientists to build up a new three-dimen-
sional picture of the Sun.
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FASTEST FIRING MACHINE GUN

Designed for use in helicopters and
armoured vehicles in the late 1960s, the 7.62-
mm M 134 Minigun (pictured right, mounted in
the nose turret of a Cobra gunship) is the
world" s fastest-firing machine gun. Based on
the multiple-barrelled Gatling design, it has six
barrels that are revolved by an eleclric motor
and fed by a 4.000-round link belt. This allows
for a rate of fire of 6,000 rounds per minute—
about 10 times that of an ordinary machine
gun.
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FASTEST HENNA ARTIST

Jyoti Taglani completed 64
henna armband tattoos in one hour
{each measuring @ minimum of 10.
16 cm x 2.54 cm as per Guinness
Book of Records guidelines] at the
Cosmopeolitan Show, held at Farl” s
Court, London, UK, on 30 April 1999.
One of her designs is pictured.




