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The Audition

Jo was standing on the stage of the school hall. A group of her friends
and some adults were listening to her. Jo pointed upwards and shouted,
“Oh, please let me come with you.” Jo was talking to a spaceship, but it
wasn't a real spaceship. She was only imagining that a spaceship was in the
room. '

Jo wanted to act in a film called Starsearcher. It was a science-fiction
film about creatures from another planet. She was hoping to get a small
part. This was her audition. Jo was excited but also a little nervous. “Pre-
tend that the people are not there,” she said to herself.
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One of the adults in front of her was the film’s casting director. It was
the casting director’s job to choose people to act in the film. She was a very
important person and Jo was trying hard to impress her. ‘

The director was at Jo's school because she wanted to find some young
people for the film. She brought the film script and some storyboards with
her.

The script of a film is a kind of book. It describes what happens in the
film, and it contains all the words that the actors say. A storyboard is like a
comic book. It explains the story in pictures.

Jo read the film script very quickly. The story happens on another planet
somewhere in outer space. The planet is dying and some of the people try
to save it.

7ara is the main character in the film and Zanuck is her younger sister.
Zanuck wants very much to help her big sister. She thinks she can help her
to save the planet.

“Zanuck is the perfect part for me,” thought Jo. “She’s about the same
age as me. I'll audition for that part.”

Jo studied drama at school. When she read the lines of the script on
stage, she tried to speak very clearly. She also tried to put some feeling into
every word. When she was angry, she sounded angry. When she was
happy, she looked and sounded happy.
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Jo finished reading her part of the
script. “I hope 've done well,” she |
thought. “I really want to act in this film.”

The casting directot got up from her
seat. She had a'camera in her hand and
she took Jo's picture. “That’s a good
sign,” thought Jo. Then the director did
something Jo did not expect. “Come
down here, Jo,” the director s?id. “1 The film script may
want to see how tall you are.” The |, o e . S
director took out a tape and measured 1y g4 AT v ok
Jo's height. She wrote it down in a
small book. Jo was pleased. “I think she likes me,” she thought.

Jo wanted to be Zanuck for another reason. Her favourite actor, Deborah
Ray, was Zara in the film. “I have always wanted to meet her,” Jo thought.
“Now it might be possible.”

As the director left the school, she said to the students, “We will tele-
phone each of you in the next few days and tell you if you have been
successful. Please be patient.”

For three days, Jo could only think about the audition. She was very
tense and restless. She couldn’t read anything and she didn’t sleep very
well. “Why doesn’t she phone me?”

Then one morning, her mother shouted, “Jo! There’s a telephone call
for you.” Jo ran down the stairs from her bedroom and grabbed the phone
from her mother. “Yes?” she said. Her hands were shaking. She was so excited.

Then she smiled and jumped up and down. She put the phone down
and threw her arms around her mother. “I got the part, Mum. I got the part.”
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The next week, Jo and her parents went to the film studio. A long
black car took them there. Jo felt like a film star.

They met a lawyer from the film company and Jo's parents signed a
contract for her. They also signed a special form to say that they were happy
for Jo to be in the film:

In the studio, Jo felt very excited. “Just think,” she thought, “Deborah
Ray and me in the same film!”
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A contract to act

Film actors sign contracts with the film studio
before the filming begins. The contract usually
describes the actor's job and how much money
the actor gets. If the actor is a child, their parents
must sign for them.
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The Big Day

The teachers and the students at the school all talked to Jo about her
part in the film. They were very proud of her. )

Finally, the big day arrived. Jo was so excited she woke up an hour
before the alarm clock rang. It was only 4.30 in the moming. “This is the
day I become a film star,” she thought.

Jo had to get up very early to get to the film studio on time. At half past
six, a car arrived outside Jo's front door. It was Kirsty from the film studio.
Her job was to look after Jo when she was at the studio.

Jo had to be at the studio at seven o’clock every day. The people at the
studio needed time to make her look like a creature from another planet.

Kirsty and Jo drove to the studio. When Jo saw it tor the first time she
was amazed at the size of it. “It’s huge,” she said.

“l know,” said Kirsty. “They make a lot of films at the same time, so
they need a lot of different studios. Be careful you don't get lost!”

Kirsty and Jo went to the studio where they were filming Starsearcher.
When they arrived, a man in a uniform checked Jo’s name on a list. Then
he gave her a security card. She had to show this every time she went into
the studio.

HEMN—X

SR HLI B0 R TR TR IR R A R R P A M . 7 DA b R B0 6.

WEN RETRB T FFIEEAE. ERABMYGZAT N T, AR
4%, “SRBERARPEET. @40

T DA R A BRI BISL Fr . 6 SRR . RIS EEE TR0,
REVRESALT . W37 MBI,

FeMBUER T HEA by, BRELAY VIR A RUE TR b . 48kt 3k e oh
By,

FHURZBAFRELE N . MFDE REHTHIRE TSR T,
CEOKWE. i,

“HoEnE . BURZFE. ISR S R R TRLAE BT 2 AR R .
PRE DL, BTk

FHRZFEMTRBINE CRMEEY Ty, i 18Im0 . - obiiRi A
AR BRI TFRNAT, RG4S b -PRek. flﬁ.ﬁl(ﬁx,#fl%mﬁ]ﬁ’iﬁlaz/!'I‘HT
EAR

Studio

Universal Studios at Orlando, Florida,
is the largest studio complex in the
world. Did you know that it has its own
police department?
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Kirsty took Jo through the studio to the make-up department. They
entered a room which had a lot of mirrors on the walls. There were a lot of
people in the room already. Jo was a little surprised. It was very noisy and
busy and it was only 7.15 a.m.

Jo could see some people were sitting in chairs in front of the mirrors.
These were the actors. The other people in the room were changing the
actors into creatures from Spartalus!

Kirsty pointed to an empty chair and Jo sat in it. She felt a little tense.
The lights above the mirror were very bright and hot.

Jo was happy when she saw her make-up artist. He was a handsome
young man with a big smile on his face. His name was Scott. He looked like
a film star.
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Make-up

The people who change the
appearance of actors are called
make-up artists. They are like
artists because they need a lot of .
skill. They also need a lot of patience because it usually takes
a long time to change an actor’s face.
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“Just relax, young lady,” said Scott. “I'm going to make you into a space
creature. You won'’t recognize yourself in two hours.”

Jo watched what he was doing in the mirror. First, Scott put a plastic
mask over her head and hair. There was some glue on the inside of the
mask and it felt very cold. “The glue helps the mask to stay on your head,”
said Scott. “I know the mask feels strange, but in a few days you will forget
that you are wearing it.” Jo looked in the mirror. The mask made Jo look
funny and she laughed at herself.

Scott started to paint the mask and he asked Jo to keep very still. He
put a lot of different colours on the mask. Then he painted spots and lines
on it. Finally, he painted blue lines all over the top of Jo’s head. “You have
no hair,” Scott said, “and people can see your veins through your skin.”
Jo closed her eyes after a while and relaxed. When she looked in the
mirror about two hours later, she got a shock and she nearly jumped out of
the chair. She was now an alien! Jo was now Zanuck. She looked exactly
like the picture of Zanuck in the storyboard.
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Kirsty came into the room and laughed when she saw Jo.

“Okay, Zanuck! It’s time to get out of your chair,” shie shouted. “We
have another appointment.”

“Where are we going?” Jo asked.

“We're going to the wardrobe department to get you some new clothes!”

Jo was excited and whispered, “Do you think we might see Deborah
Ray there?” .

“No chance,” laughed Kirsty.

“But why not? They also need clothes, don't they?”

“Yes, they do. But the big stars get a personal dresser to look after them.”
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Costume designers g

The people who design the clothes L ' ..,'
for actors are called costume
designers. They need a lot of skill
and knowledge.
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When they arrived at the wardrobe department, one of the assistants
took them to a big room. There were thousands of different kinds of clothes
and costumes in the room. Jo recognized some of the clothes from difterent
periods in history. What a wondertul place!

Buzz, the assistant, took Jo to a section where there were some very
strange costumes. They were shapes she didn't recognize and some of them
were very bright and colourful.

“Here we are,” said Buzz, as he took out a light brown costume. Jo
thought it looked like the skin of a crocodile. When she touched it, she
noticed that it had scales on it. “Just like the skin of a snake or a fish,” she
thought.

“Where do you get all these amazing costumes?”

“The costume designers draw the costumes and we have lots of tailors
who make them,” said Buzz. “We keep all the costumes here, and it’s my job
to find a costume that fits you. Try this one.”

After a while, they found one that fitted Jo perfectly. Jo stood in front
of a mirror and couldn’t believe what she now saw. Kirsty came back and
looked at Jo and laughed again. “Not even your parents will recognize you!”
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“When do [ start acting?” Jo asked.

“In about half an hour,” Kirsty said.

“Where do we make the film?” '

“We have to go to another part of the studlo said Kirsty. “We have to
go to the set for Starsearcher.”

“What’s a set?”

“Well, you are a creature from another planet, so the people in the
studio have to build that planet. Not the whole planet, of course! Only
parts of it. Let’s go and look at your set.”

Kirsty and Jo walked to a very large building. They saw a door with the
words “Sound Stage B” on it. Kirsty opened it and Jo looked inside. It was
very big. It looked about ten times bigger than the school hall. “What a
stage!” Jo thought.
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