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F'DIC is the French acronym for the International Federation of Consulting
Engineers.

IDIC was founded in 1913 by three national associations of consulting engineers

within Europe. The objectives of forming the federation were to promote in
common the professional interests of the member associations and to disseminate
information of interest to members of its component national associations.

oday FIDIC membership numbers more than 60 countries from all parts of the
globe and the federation represents most of the private practice consulting
engineers in the world.

IDIC arranges seminars, conferences and other events in the furtherance of its

goals: maintenance of high ethical and professional standards; exchange of views
and information; discussion of problems of mutual concern among member
associations and representatives of the international financial institutions; and
development of the consulting engineering industry in developing countries.

IDIC publications include proceedings of various conferences and seminars,
information for consulting engineers, project owners and international
development agencies, standard pre-qualification forms, contract documents and
client/consultant agreements. They are available from the secretariat in Switzerland.
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Foreword and Abbreviations

In 1999, Fédération Internationale des Ingénieurs-Conseils (“FIDIC") published the
following four forms of contract, the first three of which are covered by this Guide and
referred to as "CONS", "P&DB" and "EPCT":

"CONS": Conditions of Contract for Construction,
which are recommended for building or engineering works designed by the
Employer or by his representative, the Engineer. Under the usual arrangements for
this type of contract, the Contractor constructs the works in accordance with a
design provided by the Employer. However, the works may include some elements
of Contractor-designed civil, mechanical, electrical and/or construction works.

'P&DB": Conditions of Contract for Plant and Design-Build,
which are recommended for the provision of electrical and/or mechanical plant,
and for the design and execution of building or engineering works. Under the
usual arrangements for this type of contract, the Contractor designs and
provides, in accordance with the Employer’'s requirements, plant and/or other
works; which may include any combination of civil, mechanical, electrical and/or
construction works.

"EPCT": Conditions of Contract for EPC/Turnkey Projects,

which are recommended for the provision on a turnkey basis of a process or
power plant, and which may also be used where one entity takes total
responsibility for the design and execution of a privately financed infrastructure
project which involves little or no work underground. Under the usual
arrangements for this type of contract, the entity carries out all the Engineering,
Procurement and Construction ("EPC"): providing a fully-equipped facility, ready
for operation (at the "turn of the key").

Short Form of Contract.
which s recommended for relatively simple or repetitive work, or for work of short
duration or of small capital value. The Short Form of Contract is not covered
by this Guide.

In this Guide o the use of CONS, P&DB and EPCT, the word "Books" (with capital letter)
is used when referring to the three publications: CONS, P&DB and EPCT. These Books
were initially published as Test Editions in 1998, and the many reactions to them were
reviewed before the First Editions were published in 1998.

These three Books were prepared by FIDIC's Update Task Group comprising:
Christopher Wade (Group Leader), SWECO-VBB, Sweden; Peter L Booen (Principal
Drafter), GIBB Ltd, UK; Hermann Bayerlein, Fichtner, Germany; Christopher R Seppala
{Legal Adviser), White & Case, France: and José F Speziaie, IATASA, Argentina. These
publications were prepared under the general direction of the Contracts Committee,
which then comprised John B Bowcock, Consulting Engineer, UK; Michael Mortimer-
Hawkins, SweadPower, Sweden; and Axel-Vokmar Jaeger, Schmidt Reuter Partner,
Germany; together with K B (Tony) Norris as Special Adviser.
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This Guide was written by Peter L Booen and reviewed by the Contracts Committee
which now comprises Michael Mortimer-Hawkins (Chairman), Christopher Wade, Axel-
Volkmar Jaeger and Peter L Booen; together with John B Bowcock as Special Adviser
and Christopher R Seppala as Legal Adviser. The commentary on Clause 18 was also
reviewed by Mark Grffiths, Griffiths & Armour, UK.

FIDIC wishes to record its appreciation of the time and effort devoted by all the above.
Each of the three Books is in three parts:

- General Conditions, the part which is intended to be incorporated (by reference) into
each contract, and whose Sub-Clauses are often referred to in this Guide without the
use of the word "Sub-Clause” (for example. "CONS 1.1%);

Guidance for the Preparation of the Particular Conditions, the part which is referred
to in this Guide as "GPPC", which commences by proposing suitable wording to
incorporate the appropriate General Conditions into a contract, and which concludes
with annexed example forms of securities; and

- Forms of Letter of Tender, Contract Agreement and Dispute Adjudication Agreement,
the part which is referred to in this Guide as "the Example Form(s)".

In this Guide, the texts in the Books are reproduced in a three-column layout. The texts
should be identical to the corresponding texts in the Books, but the reader should refer
to the Books in order to determine the necessary authentic wording in case of any
discrepancy.

For the convenience of those who are familiar with the General Conditions of Contract
contained in FIDIC's previous publications, the reference numbers of their sub-clauses
which cover similar subject-matter are included within an insert box after these three-
column texts reproduced from the Books, the sub-clause reference numbers being
related to:

- "RB": Conditions of Contract for Works of Civil Engineering Construction 4th edition
1987 amended 1992 (which was commonly referred to as the Red Book)

“¥B": Conditions of Contract for Elactrical and Mechanical Works 3rd edition 1987
amended 1988 (which was commonly referred to as the Yellow Book)

- “OB": Conditions of Contract for Design-Build and Turnkey 1st edition 1995 (which
was commonly referred to as the Orange Book).

In each Contract, the Conditions of Contract governing the rights and obligations of the
parties will comprise the appropriate General Condtions together with Particular
Conditions. It will be necessary to prepare the Particular Conditions for each individual
contract, taking account of the comments in this Guide and the appropriate GPPC. It is
essential that all these draftng tasks, and the entire preparation of the lender
documents, are entrusted to persomnel with the relevant expertise, including the
contractual, technical and procurement aspects.
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