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“Art is long, life is short.”
———%ﬂi)’\ﬁ'}ﬁ', iﬁ;ﬁ—izﬁo

“There is no royal road to learning.”
——% ] LEAAFEHRETE,
“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.”

—Aristotle
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Passage 1

The College Experience
By William D. Carlson

Going to college! What a thrill (#{zf]) ! It’s a trip that has everything great that
you have heard about, if you make it so. It also is very serious business. To a great ex-
tent, you will be on your own. True, there are an awful lot of people ready to help you,
but generally you must take the initiative ( &5 7 KEAT5)) and seek them out( 18 F
).

Most of you have decided on a career. Even though many of you will change your
minds later, the initial decision allows you to set class goals and pursue them step by
step toward that, the final objective of graduation such goals are essential for success.
In advising students, I always tell them to discipline( % |} themselves, to be prepared
to study hard and keep up from day one.

Today’s world is full of precious knowledge , whether it be in the arts, literature, a
profession, or a vocational skill. College is your chance of a lifetime to explore these
areas. Each facet( /7[f) can be as exciting when discovered by you as it was when
discovered by the original author or ekplorer. Let yourself explore beyond your immedi-
ate career objectives. A student in auto mechanics( ¥l H z4L) in most schools also
can take courses in history, philosophy, music, or art. There is no reason a craftsman
also can’t be a great thinker, or an explorer into the vast areas of unlimited knowledge.
For a rich full life he or she should make the most of the opportunities at hand.

I hope that you have gathered by now that going to college means a lot more than
earning a grade. To limit your college experience will be a waste to you and to all of the
people, past and present, who have invested their pennies, dimes( — ) and
dollars—often at great personal sacrifice—to make educational opportunities open for
you. Putting it bluntly( H# 7 24 H#115), college is a place to be greedy—take all
you can get and then some more.

Also consider this—are you going to take a course to learn or are you going to take
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it only to have it on your record? I talk to far too many students going to school just to
get the credentials( 3Cf%) to “get a job”. Again, they are cheating themselves. Get
into the subjects in great depth to gain a true understanding. Don’t be content to just
skim over courses with “only to pass” in mind. By taking the in-depth approach you
will be exploring many of the disciplines( 2:%}) you will enjoy the rest of your life.

Let me share with you a final observation. The person doing an honest piece of

work, the work one can be proud of, is the truly happy person. This is true of the

plumber( %JjE T ), veterinarian( £5F€ ), teacher, whatever. The agony of just get-
ting by (138 % {5 i3 £ ) will eventually tear one asunder (L A  #HE#E). The
habit of honest work and pride in your work can be established to a great extent in col-
lege.

Thus, as you stand on the threshold( 7F#5) of your college career, commit your-
self and stand by ("2 #F) that commitment( 7X3%). From the first day in class, disci-

pline yourself to make learning fun, not a chore, and to get the most from the educa-

tional opportunities open to you.
(557 Words)

Questions for Discussion and Peer Activities:

1. What do you understand “going to college means a lot more than eaming a grade” ?
2. What is the most valuable suggestion the author makes to the students?

3. Which do you enjoy more in college : freedom or discipline?

4, Discuss on the topic “ What does going to college mean to me?” with your classmates

and then place your views in the light of this essay.

Writing Assignments
1. Write an essay on the topic “Does a Degree Tell Us What a Student Has Learned?”

2. Work out a rough plan on how to spend your four years at college.
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Passage 2

Mistaken Ideas about College
By Kimberley A. Ordway

Before I came to college, T was sure [ knew all about it. 1 had talked to guidance
counselors( % [ii[5] ) , I had met some college students, I had looked at some cata-
logues, and I had seen more than my share of old “college” movies where the heroes
belonged to “jock” fraternities( 5,574 ) and the heroines to sophisticated sororities
({4 EFHS) . | knew all about it. Or so I thought. But, now, after one semester as
a college student, many of my old ideas have changed completely.

I used to imagine bossy (%44 f)) upper-classmen ( &4 ), for example. [
thought they would be know-it-all rulers of the campus who got their kicks ( e B
J%) from harassing ( 3% 3 ) freshmen. I pictured being directed to the wrong class-
rooms, being snubbed(¥27% ) because I was too young, and eating lunch standing up
because older students wouldn’t allow me at their tables. But, in fact, the upper-class-
men (when I could tell them from the freshmen) turmned out to be quité civilized. They
didn’t even notice me, but if I did need help, they were willing to give it. In the begin-
ning, more experienced students helped me to choose my professors and courses and to
find my rooms, and later they encouraged me to stick with( PR ) my tough courses
(even calculus) and they tried ( unsuccessfully) to teach me how to stay cool during
examination. No harassment here.

The upper-classmen weren’t the only ones I worried about. I was also concerned
about the other freshmen. I was afraid they might think [ was too fat, too shy, too ugly,
too cowardly ({£1ER)) , or even too dumb ( B ZERY) to bother with. I thought their
backgrounds and interests would be much more exciting than mine; I wondered who
would care about a small-town girl whose typical pastime was strolling ( [RI#£) to the
comer store for penny candy ( e i) , popsicles(#K) , and Pepsi( B H P /R).
And, most of all, I was afraid of being alone, with my old friends far away and no new
ones here. Again, I was wrong. When I finally got to college, I discovered that most
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students felt exactly as | did. They were as uneasy ( fH.0>AJ) with me as I was with
them, and as we started to open up, we began to trust one another. We began to be-
come curious about each other’s backgrounds and interests; the differences among us ac-
tually became attractions. We laughed, for example, at our comparative pronunciations
of “car” as “cah” or “car,” and I learned that “Get down” means “Feel good” in
Boston. And no one seemed to think that T was fat, shy, ugly, cowardly, or dumb!

These weren't all of my worries, though. I was also frightened by the classes and
especially by the teachers. I imagined myself lost in a two-hundred seat lecture hall,
desperately scratching down( ¥ Ei #i’5 T ) pieces of notes preached (%) from a
great distance by a tiny, inaudible male professor with white hair and little gold-
rimmed ( £ i1#]) glasses. I was convinced he’d have no patience with my stupid ques-
tions, so I'd be perpetually ( 7k A #) lost. Wrong here too. Most of my classes had
only thirty to forty students and the professors, male and female, looked downright( +
JEHL) ordinary. One teacher had prematurely grey hair and none of them had gold-
rimmed glasses. I did find myself desperately scratching down notes, but I also had
plenty of chances to ask questions and even to take part in discussions. In the one-to-
one meetings after class, I came to appreciate the teachers even more. They were actu-
ally interested in teaching me!

I changed my mind about other things too. I had expected homework to be a book-
filled nightmare as I burned the midnight oil until two a. m. , fighting off (& J7 &%)
a headache which would keep me from meeting due dates and eventually send me back
to the corner store( 3 A H3%). Actually, I got most of my homework done well be-
fore midnight and I met all my due dates. And even the examinations were not a total
disaster. They were not three-hour tests crammed into one hour, nor were they make up
of many pages of single-spaced ( INZS1THJ) typed questions exclusively on details I had
overlooked. Oh yes, I did have some awful tests; I did break out in a clammy ( B
f#]) sweat, develop a stomach upset and a gigantic headache; and 1 did spend final
weeks on Pepto-Bismol, but contrary to expectations, I passed all of my exams with
good grades.

I've always been a pessimist. Then if the worst happens, I'm ready for it. For at
least three and a half more years, I plan to live by this philosophy, but even with this,
I know I won’t be as negative as I was before I got to college. Not all schools would be
the same, but this one turned out to be much better than 1 thought it would be—a good

5
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lesson in not jumping to conclusions. And, being a pessimist, I had the extra fun of

discovering just how much better it could be. No doubt my attitude toward college will
shift still more as I go on, but I know I'll never be as far off( BT ) as [ was before

I got here.

(870 Words)

Questions for Discussion and Peer Activities:

1.

What mistakes did this student make when thinking about college?

2. Can you tell anything about the writer’s personality by reading her essay?
3.
4. What factors most influenced your college choice? Did you choose a college blindly

Do you find it the transition from high school to college difficult? Why or why not?

or based on little information?

Writing Assignments ;

1.

Compare the ideas you had about college before you came with the ones you have

now. Write an essay about your expectations and how they compare to realities.

. How do you like your new school? Write a letter to one of your best friends and tell

him or her what you feel about your university.
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Passage 3

Why | Came to College
By David Hobbs

Why have I chosen to attend college? I have put this question to myself at many
times and in various forms during the past three and a half months which have constitu-
ted (P K) the first semester of my freshman year. Have I come because of parental in-
fluence , or because I have some goal of my own that I wish to pursue? After pondering
(#)8) these questions on many occasions, I have finally reached the conclusion that I
have come to college not for one single reason, but for many, and that it is something
which I truly want to do.

Originally, my parents did influence my opinions about education in general. My
mother, an elementary school teacher, was always proud of my academic success, but
she never really pushed me or demanded that I achieve excellent grades. However,
from the beginning of my schooling, my parents seemed to assume that I would attend
college, and by the time I reached high school, 1 had become accustomed to that idea
as well.

When I entered high school, 1 enrolled ( 73 - ##) in the college preparatory
program offered there, looking ahead four years to college attendance. In truth, at the
time I was more concemned with the challenges about to be presented to me in high
school than with thoughts of what would follow in college. However, as I proceeded fur-
ther through high school into my junior and sentor years, I became genuinely ( X iF #f1)
interested in many of the subjects which I was studying. Chemistry, Physics, and Cal-
culus were the courses which held my interest most strongly and I felt that I wanted to
continue to study those areas beyond the high school level. Up to that point in my life,
I had always claimed that I wanted to attend college, but I never truly knew why; as my
high school career drew to a close, | began to realize why I had this desire.

Finally, I began to recognize in myself a strong drive to obtain knowledge. I knew
that I would not be content to simply end my educational career with high school and

7




Unit 1

enter the working world. I truly felt a need to continue leaming in order to gain a better
understanding of the world around me. My final decision to attend college seemed a nat-
ural one, and my choice of engineering as a field of study came easily as well, since the
profession fit well with my academic preferences.

The fact that I enjoy learning and gaining knowledge was my main reason for choo-
sing to enter college, but I must admit that it was not the sole ( fE— ) reason. In
today’s world, a college education has become almost essential if one wishes to compete
in the job market. In the next several years, this trend will surely continue, with a
Bachelor’s degree becoming almost indispensable Au[Ek/BEY) if one wishes to find a
worthwhile position, and Master’s degree becoming highly desirable for advanced posi-
tions. Although it may sound materialistic(SZF] 3 (1)) , I felt that attending college
was a practical and necessary step which I took to ensure a secure future for myself and
my family. I made my choice to study engineering primarily on the basis of my love of
mathematics and the physical sciences; however, the fact that it is a well paying and re-
spected profession did have some influence in my final decision to study engineering,
rather than a pure science curriculum( %2 ). Either field would have allowed me to
study those subjects which hold my interest, but the decision to pursue the one which
would ultimately (5 #¢H) be more profitable( % FfJ) was not a difficult choice to
make.

A third reason that I am attending college is that I have always hoped that I could,
in some way, make a contribution to the world. I knew that a career involving science
and technology would give me the best opportunity to do this. I also knew that in order
to pursue such a career, I would be required to go through college. Hopefully, this will
enable me to someday make a contribution to the expansion of the frontiers (f4i% )
of society’s knowledge, and to in some way benefit mankind.

Finally, I chose to attend a diversified ( ZF£{LH]) college, as opposed to a pure-
ly technical institute, because I feel that college should allow a person to grow in areas
other than pure academics. It should also expose the student to a variety of social and
political ideas, helping to expand his mental horizons( HR 5 ). Attending Rutgers Uni-
versity has definitely allowed me to come into contact with a wide variety of lifestyles
which could only be found together on a collegiate ( KX=##J) campus. Additionally,
while I am able to major in a scientific field at Rutgers, I am able to simultaneously

([RAtHs) take courses which explore other fields of study and allow me to become a
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more diversified and well-rounded ( 4= & fJ ) person. This overall gain of general
knowledge which is available only to the college student is another reason that I was
lured( ;. 5|) toward the pursuit of higher education.

Thus, I came to college not for one reason, but for several different ones. It was
something which I had planned, even without fully knowing why, for several years. It
was certainly the next logical step in my educational career after the completion of high
school. However, only in my final two years of high school did I actually begin to recog-
nize in myself the inherent( [E7 /J) desire to obtain information and learning which
pushed me toward college. I knew that a college degree would allow me to pursue the
other goals which I had set for myself. I also knew that I wanted to become a more di-
versified person, and that a college education was the best means to attain that end ( ik
FEM).

Why have I chosen to attend college? Sometimes 1 am unsure of the exact reason
myself. I am sure, however, that it is what I should do and what I want to do with the

next four years of my life.

(1,014 Words)

Questions for Discussion and Peer Activities.

1. In this essay, David Hobbs, a freshman at Rutgers University, discusses his purpo-
ses in coming to college. To what extent do you share his views? In what ways do
your experiences and purposes differ from his?

2. What, in your view, is the relationship between intellectual exploration and making
money? How do you reconcile the two?

3. What do you think of the association between education and your future?

4. Why did you choose this college and what are the goals you have set for yourself?

5. Which areas of the essay do you think might be improved?

Writing Assignments ;
1. Write an essay on the topic “Why I Came to College” .
2. Write an essay in which you describe the main difficulties and problems you have en-

countered at college.
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Leaving

By Jamaica Kincaid

The goodbyes had to be quick, the captain said. My mother introduced herself to
him and then introduced me. She told him to keep an eye on( B85 ) me, for I had
never gone this far away from home on my own. She gave him a letter to pass on to the
captain of the next ship that T would board( #%) in Barbados. They walked me to my
cabin( F#f) , a small space that I would share with someone else—a woman I did not
know. I had never before siept in a room with someone I did not know. My father kissed
me goodbye and told me to be good and to write home often. After he said this, he
looked at me, then looked at the floor and swung(#£3}]) his left foot, then looked at
me again. I could see that he wanted to say something else, something that he had nev-
er said to me before, but then he just turned and walked away. My mother said,
“Well,” and then she threw her arms around me. Big tears streamed down her face,
and it must have been that—for I could not bear to see my mother cry—which started
me crying, too. She then tightened her arms around me and held me to her close, so
that I felt I couldn’t breathe. With that, my tears dried up and I was suddenly on my
guard (%15 ). “What does she want now?” I said to myself. Still holding me close to
her, she said, in a voice that racked ( Bi3}j) across my skin, “It doesn’t matter what

Y

you do or where you go, I'll always be your mother and this will always be your home. ’

I dragged( %% /731#83))) myself away from her and backed off ( /5iB) a little,
and then I shook myself, as if to wake myself out of a stupor ( Pt{Z). We looked at
each other for a long time with smiles on our faces, but I know the opposite of that was
in my heart. As if responding to some invisible cue( #§7K ), we both said, at the very
same moment, “Well. ” Then my mother turned around and walked out the cabin door.
I stood there for I don’t know how long, and then I remembered that it was customary
(#BIH) to stand on deck and wave to your relatives who were returning to shore.
From the deck, I could not see my father, but I could see my mother facing the ship,

10
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her eyes searching to pick me out. I removed from my bag a red cotton handkerchief
that she had earlier given me for this purpose, and I waved it wildly in the air. Recog-
nizing me immediately, she waved back just as wildly, and we continued to do this until
she became just a dot in the matchbox-size launch( }<f£) swallowed up in the big blue

sea.
(487 Words)

Questions for Discussion and Peer Activities

1. What does the author feel when she has to say goodbye?

2. Do your parents express their feelings in the same way as the author’s parents do?
Describe the similarities and differences.

3. What is on your mind when you and your parents say goodbye to each other?

4. Compare this essay with Text C and then tell in which ways they differ?

Writing Assignments .
1. Write an essay on the topic “Leaving For College” .
2. Leaving, in one way or another, means a new start. Do you agree? Why or why not?

Write a paragraph and explain your responses.
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