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Unit 1 Easter Holiday

Warming-up questions
1. What festivals do you know in the world?

2. What's your favourite festival?
3. Have you ever heard of Easter Holiday?
4. What countries have Easter Holiday, do you know?

Texts
A. Easter Holiday
Julia: Maria, did you enjoy the Easter Holiday?
Maria: Having a holiday is better than no holiday.
Julia: It seems that you didn’t have much fun in this holiday.
Maria: You know — as at the Christmas, I had quite a lot.of as-
signment to do.
Julia: By the way, do you know the meaning of Easter?
Maria: Sure! It commemorates the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ,
Julia: We are asked to forgive one another also, what do you think
about that?
Maria: This is very important though it is easier said than done.
Sometimes I think ihis is too ideal, but sometimes I
think it is not that difficult if we make the effort, what’s
more, it is worth it. There will be no more arguments and
wars if everybody does that. I believe this is the first thing
to do if we really love one another. And [ think we should
start with our family and friends.



Julia: In this respect, Easter Holiday is more meaningful than any
other Festivals. It may help the world to be peaceful.

New words
Easter Holiday HiE¥
commemorate [ ka'memareit | o, &
resurrection [ireza'rekfan} n FEe 5 &
forgive [fargiv] o BE, ML, RAE
ideal [ai*dial] adi. 2, L
effort [efat] n¥h 5
argument [ra:gjument] n B, it
Notes

1. though it is easier said then done S~E#LILHE B

2. if we make the effort 4o B &M K EARE LT A

3. what's more 7 B, 4,

4. it is worth it XA A

5.1 think we should start with our family and friends. A RBREMB
MEMG EAFBEF4,

Exercises
I. These questions are about the Easter Holiday. Answer each
question with a complete sentence.

1. Does Maria enjoy Easter Holiday? Why?

2. What’ s the meaning of Easter?
3. What are people asked to do on Easter Holiday according to the

old tradition?
4. What will the world be like if we follow the old tradition? Talk

about your opinion.



II. Complete the short passage with the new words and phrases

you have learned in the dialogue.
is one of the most important western festi-

vals. People have it to the death and of Jesus
one another on that day. it is

People are also asked to
easier said than done, if everyone makes the effort to do it, the world
will be full of peace(FIF).
II. Fill in the blanks with the right form of the given words,

1. Tim’ s handwriting is _____{good). But Kate’ s handwriting is

much (good)than his.
2, Jim is fat. Tom is much __ than Jim. (fat)
- 3. Having a holiday is always (good) than no holiday.
4, Easter is (meaningful) than any other festival.
5. The novel The Woman in White is ______(interesting)than any

other novels.

B

These texts below are from an English magazine, they’ re all

about the Easter.
(1)Back to the Egg

For thousands of years, the egg has been a symbol of rebirth, and
giving decorated eggs has been a custom for 7000 years. People try to
make their decorated eggs the most beautiful ones, and then give them
to their friends or even strangers they meet on that day. The Chinese
thought that man was born from an egg dropped from heaven. Hindus
believe that Brahma, their supreme god, made the world from an
egg. The first Christians adopted the egg as a symbol of the Resurrection

and used them in church ceremonies.



(2)Easter Buns
People have eaten hot cross buns at Spring Festivals for thousands
of years. They thought that the buns were the luckiest things in the
world. They believed the buns could cure illness. They also hung them
in their houses 1o protect them from fire and keep out rats. Sailors take
them to sea with them to protect their vessels from shipwrect.
(3)Lucky Egg
An old English custom was to keep a decorated egg throughout the
year to bring luck. In Europe today many farmers plant decorated eggs
with their crops to protect them from bad weather. They believe that in
this way their crops will be much better.
(4)Extra Eggs
Decorating eggs at Easter and playing games with them began in
the 4th century. People had to find something to do with all the eggs
they had because they were not allowed to eat them during Lent.

New words
celebrate ['selibreit] ot FAL,#AK
custom [ kastam] n. BRA4&, 34
symbol [ rsimbal ] n H¥, 84
rebirth ['riz-ba:8] n #E,FE

decorate {dekareit} vt AR
shipwreck [*fip, rek] n M 5 F AR

Spring Festival n &%

Lent [lent] n K&

ceremony ['serimoni]  n. &30, LK

vessel ['vesl] n #

throughout  [Bruraut]  adv. prep. & A - ¥A-JBH
protect [protekt]  w. Briy, 9P

allow [a7lau] ot 3R, HFT

Europe [*juarap] n. BR#H



bun [ban] no ()@@
illness [ilnis] n &5

sailor ['seilal n. %R, KF

meaningful [ *mininful ] adj. HEXLH

Notes

1. hot cross buns -+ F 85 (H) & &,

2. They also hung them in their houses to protect them from fire
and keep out rats, 6L EMBER L, Al XfitF,

Protect. .. from sth. /doing sth. &3P------ 78 AR

He raised his arm to protect his face from the blow. ##A2 5 4
HBERNeLHE,

3. Because they were not allowed to eat them during Lent. B3 X
#0441 R A

be allowed #% 7.3

Exercises
I. We have many new words in the texts, please try to guess its
meaning and match the words in Column A with their meanings in

Columan B.

Column A Column B

1)}decorated a)animals with long tails, like mice but bigger

2)cure b)ships

3)protect ) painted

4)rats d)to put in the ground to make grow

5)vessels e)to keep safe

6)shipwreck f)to make better from an illness

7)plant g)a ship which has hit rocks or has gone
down into the water

8)crops h) fruit, vegetables, which farmers grow



IL Write the correct text title in each blank, look at number 1 as
an example,
Which text tells you:
1. that some people believed that certain food make sick people
better? Lucky Eggs,
2. when people began decorating eggs at Easter? .
3. that the egg has been important for people from different parts of
the world? :
4. that during certain days of the year peaple could not eat eggs?

5. that some people believe that decorated eggs still bring good

luck? .
6. that people kept some food to protect them from problems?

. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the given word.

Joe Sanders has the (beautiful) garden in our town. Nearly
everybody enters for“The (nice) Garden Competition” each
year , but Joe wins every time. Bill Frith’s garden is (large)
than Joe’s. Bill works harder than Joe and grows (many) flow-
ers and vegetables, but Joe’ s garden is (interesting) . He has
made neat paths and has built a wooden bridge over a pool. I like gar-
dens too, but I don’t like hard work. Every year I enter for the garden
competition too, and I always win a little prize the (bad).

C. Easter Holiday in Australia
In Australia, Easter is celebrated from Good Friday to Easter
Monday, with Good Friday and Easter Monday being holidays. On
Good Friday, everything is closed and you can’t even buy a piece of



newspaper on this day, the only day of the year when you can’ t.
Many people go to church on Good Friday and Easter Sunday to re-
member the death and rebirth of Jesus. On Easter Sunday, the Easter
Bunny brings eggs which are hidden and then we have the fun of find-
ing them. We always go outside to see if he has dropped any.

Many shops are selling the Easter Billby instead of the Easter
Bunny this year. It is an endangered species which is a type of small
bandicoot. A Billby weighs about 2500g and is about 550mm in
length. The Billby has long ears and silky fur and is an Australian
mammal. It lives in grasslands and shrubland. It forages at night for
subterranean insects, bulbs and fungi. It also eats some fruits and
seeds.

The Billby obtains sufficient water from its food, making drinking
unnecessary. By day it sleeps in a deep burrow with an entrance which
is usually hidden by some grass or a shrub or else beside a termite
mound.

Males are much larger than females. Breeding carries on through
the year but depends on a good food supply. A pair of Billbies normally

rear two young.
So buy an Easter Billby this year and help save this unusual little

¢reature.
New words
church [tfa: t]] n. ¥ &
hide {haid ] v S,
be hidden HB AR
fun [fAn] n HAR
endanger [in*deind32] v. RA A M



species [ spi: [i: z] n. %

silky [ *silki] adj R 269, B
mammal [ 'maemal] n. "HJL3h
shrub [frab] n A
forage [ *faridz ] vi. #F
subterranean [ sAbtareinjan] adj. 3. F &5, 18 #.%
insect [ insekt] n &
bulb [balb] n HE
fungi [fand3ai] 7. (pL. of fungus) A H %
sufficient [so'fifont] adj. 4B
burrow [barau] n. /R
termite [ 'to: mait ] n. e
mound [maund] n. L3
rear [ria] v. B3k
creature [kri: tfa] n. S
Notes

1. Easter is celebrated from Good Friday to Easter Monday, with
Good Friday and Easter Monday being holiday. & ¥ M LB EZ—H
HYEINA— QR ERE — AL ALEFRA,

2. We have the fun of finding them. EMNARFLEFEFHRAL
F A,

3. Many shops are selling the Easter Billby instead of the Easter
Bunny this year, & 3 E# S CREHE L EL, MR EHHNE
#Hap, — AR RS D38,

4, making drinking unnecessary, 7 s g K

5.by day £E& X

6. Breeding carries on through the year but depends on an good
food supply. E MR ATHE—F 2RI FARGRHBE,



Exercises
1. Read the passage quickly, and try to find out the answers to the
questions below.
1. Is Easter celebrated from Good Friday to Easter Monday?
2. Can you do some shopping on Good Friday? Why?
3. What do people usually do on Goed Friday and Easter Sunday?
4. On Easter Sunday, who brings eggs which are hidden?
5. What is the Easter Billby like?
6. Do we have to change Billy’ s water often?
7. What do Billy do in the day?
II. Complete the dialogue, using new words and phrases we’ ve
learned in the passage above.
Anna: Hello! Mary.
Mary: Hi, Anna. How time flies! Another Easter has passed al-
ready.
Anna: Yes, how I hope we’re still having
Mary: Well, how did you the Easter?
Anna: I celebrated Easter by going out to in the morning,
I like the songs of the church.
Mary: What about finding Easter ?
Anna: That’s really interesting. Did you buy an Easter Bunny this

Holiday.

year?
Mary: No, I bought an instead.
Anna: What's it like?
: It about 2500g and is about 550mm in I
has long ears and silky fur.
Anna: It must be very lovely!
Mary: Yes, it's really quite lovely.



