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Ta-Pou Wi

Aore than any other ndividual, Ta-Youw Wi is responsible for raising physics to its cur-
rent level in Both maindand China and Taiwan. While stifl a graduate student at the
University of Michigan, he participated in the symposia that first brought quantum
mechanics and nuclear physics to the United States. in turn, he carvied this radically nwew
physies forward in China.

Dr. Wi's oum significant research spans a remarkable range of topics from atomic physies
to astrophysics. His early work on heavy elements pointed out the possibility of transura-
niwm elements and laid the foundation of this important field. His book Vibrationa!
Spectra and Structure of Polyatomic Molecules, althougls issued 45 years ago, is still
used as a manual today.

Yet it 15 chiefly for his extraordinary work as a teacher and scientific statesman that I,
Wu has become known throughout the world. As a teacher in mainland China, the
United States, Europe, and Tatwan, he has demonstrated u sure instinet for nurturing
talent and has inspired, among numerous other prominent physicists, two Nobel lawreates,
In the area of science policy, Dr. Wu founded the National Science Counctl in Taiwan,
which he chaired from 1967-73. Through that erganization he formulated the science
and technology policy that led to Taiwan’s econvmic and industrial development. Since
1983 he has served as President of Academia Sinica, Taiwan's highest academic institu-
tion, with over one hundred scholars and laborataries devoted to all major scientific fields.
In that role he is Taiwan's primary policy-setter with respect to basic science.
Commending his exceplional influence as a sctence teacher and policy-maker, the Univer-
sity & proud to bestow upen Ta-You W its honorary degree,

Moctor of Brience.
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“To “Ta-You Wu
With best wishes,
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