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Preface

A Series vf Short Chinese Readings is designed for
students of Chinese as a second language who already
have a knowledge of elementary Chinese. Furnished
with the English translation of the texts, it can serve
as a textbook for extensive reading class or as supple-
mentary materials for intensive reading. It can also
be used as a teach-yourself book.

The series is divided inte four wvolumes, each
with 20 lessons. There are four parts to a lesson: the
text, new words, notes on word usage, and exercis-
es.

The texts have been selected from newspapers
and books published in recent years. They cover a
wide variety of topics, ranging from history and cul-
ture, politics and economics, to geography, scenic
spots, and science and technology. Modified to some
extent from the original, they have been arranged in
order of the level of difficulty. The series is practical
as well as enjoyable, providing readers with vocabu-

lary much used in daily life.



There are about 2,290 new words in the whole
series, which are limited to under 30 in each lesson
for volumes I and 11, and under 40 in each lesson for
volumes IIT and IV. The most frequently used 1,200
words are not inciuded in the vocabulary. Care has
been taken that these everyday expressions selected
are repeated later in the series.

The notes on word usage emphasize the function
words. Explanations are easy to understand and ex-
amples have been mostly chosen from the texts to aid
the study and comprehension of the texts. Some
grammar is introduced here as well.

The exercises are designed to help students deep-
en their understanding of the new words and text,
and increase their reading ability.

In short, through this reading course, students
can enlarge their vocabulary, study the meanings and
usage of commeonly used words, become more famil-
iar with basic Chinese grammar, and increase their
reading speed and proficiency. At the same time,
they can learn more about the cultural background
which is closely related to the Chinese language.

As we are inexperienced in compiling a reading
textbook , we hope that, after the publication of A Se-



ries of Short Chinese Readings, the readers will send in
their comments and suggestions to help us improve
our work as best we can.
The Compilers
October 1992
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Away for the Lunar New Year’s Day
There was a couple who liked to guess riddles.
Once towards the end of the year, the wife wrote to
the husband who was away from home, asking him
two questions; was he coming back for the festival,
and did he agree to theit daughter’s marriage. Before
1



long the wife received his short response, “I won’t be
back for the Lunar New Year’s Day (the first day of
the first lunar month). ” Upon reading his reply. the
wife was angry with her husband for forgetting the
second questioni. But by reading the letter again and
giving it a second thought, she suddenly saw the
light. What her husband had written turned out to be
a riddle which alse answered the second question.
Combining the two characters £ § (the first lu-
nar month) in the sentence and omitting the horizaon-
tal stroke thar came first, she got & (yes) which

meant that her husband had given his consent tc the

marriage.
:\i iij

1.IEH () zhéngyué  the first month (of a iu-
nar vear )

2. ¥} — (&) chayi the first day {of a lunar
maonth )

3.5t (%) du pair

1. kFE (&) faq husband and wife, cou-
ple

5. SE B (%> pingshi at ordinary times
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caimi
qizi
shangfu
feng
thngyi
htunshi
ba

manyuan

gucss a riddle

wile

husband

measure word for letters
approve. agree
marriage

finish

blame, complain

dafl answer

bian a temporal measure
waord

zixi careful

huéngran  suddenly realize

dawi

miyl riddle

bi stroke (in Chinese char-
acters)

héng horizontal stroke ( in
Chinese characters)

= EESE

il L ”
RSET .

Often used after & verb, means “having finished. *
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(2) (ANTIFE"HEE FEE,
Means “stop.” and can take an ohjeet.
PAX L,
FEERE.
2. JFOR
(1 OB RGBT VST A4 00 178 407" LA gt

7

Means “original, former.” and indicates the continua-

tion of an original situation.
R AR FR A M .
fRECRAEFUT R REMTT.

(2) BDREFABEE, ZAWH.

Introduces a sudden realization after some new informa-

tion is found.
AT A — 28 A SR KR SRS RIE S AN
BBERET.
UL ARDEERLT FERER.

3) (EDEREFE. A LW HER.

Used as an adverbial, means “originally. ”
BT A RERK¥:E,
RERFEHAE FRERXT.
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(1) FBFEHEIIHLRE T EHE ST RAETE
 HFAE.
a. b. 3£ c.
(2) EFHREEITHLREGTHE, ARERE
LILHBF.
aFHE bR o MiE

2. HHRH M R .
(1) H—MRE. FOTRE .
a7H b BV o B
(2> Bk, LR EE SR SR T
aEE b HE  HW

3R EHER,
(1) BEFR
a.- FEPZ T8 E
b FELEFENGTH
c. PEMGHTH
(2) EAR
a. I —EME— B
b. B —F 88—+ A
c. ~EMB-—-IH
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(1) a. A-EFENEFHEETY LRET HE.
¢ )
b. B —HER.FETAHETHERE T HE.
( )
e T HHERE.FEEFHHEIIHLRETEHE.
( Bl
(2)a. FETET —R L REE. BHAKIE. ¢ )
b. F (AT RE L ERNE. AR KE. )
o EBLHETSELRGE AR KE, )

5. A
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FORAEGHE T EFORTANE, it 4
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