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Preface to Chinese Translation of Benchmarks for Science Literacy

Project 2061 is pleased that Benchmarks lor Science Literacy is now available in China. Bencli-
marks is a companion to Science for Al Americans, which is also being  published by Popular Science
Press this year. While Science for All Americans describes the knowledge and skills in science,
mathematics, and technology that every adult should possess 1o be considered literate, Benchmarks lavs
out the cognitive steps along the wav to achieving that literacy. Benchmarks presents a coherent and
connected set of essential concepts and skills— not just lists of unrelated facts and figures—that are

important for every student to learn.

For Project 2061, mastering these benchmarks implies mwuch more than memorizing concept
statements or procedures. Instead. students need 1o have a deep understanding of Key ideas and skills
so thal they can think critically, solve problems effectively, and appreciate both the potential and the
limitations ol science, mathematics, and technology in explaining the world and how it operates.
Many students will be able to go much farther in their cducation, but all students—not just those who
arc planning careers in science or engineering—will benefit by first building the foundation described in

Benehmarks,

Project 2061 hopes that Benehmarks will be useful in stimulating and guiding the improvement of
education in China. [t is our belief that a world where all citizens are literale in science, mathematics.

and technology will be a healthier and safer place o live.

Project 2061 and the American Association for the Advancement of Science are grateful to the
Chinese Association for Science and Technology for stimulating the translation of Benchmarks for

Science Literacy and to Popular Scienee Press {or publishing this volume.

George D. Nelson, Ph.D.
Director, AAAS Project 2061
American Association for the Advancement of Science
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