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“We must provide for our nation the way a

”

family provides for its children.
— Bill Clinton, first inaugural address, 1993

At age 46, Bill Clinton became the youngest
man to be elected president of the United States since
John F. Kennedy, who was elected in 1960 at the age of
43. Clinton was the first person born after World War 11
(1939-1945) to be elected to the nation’s highest office.
This made him the first member of the generation known
as the baby boomers' to make it to the White House.

In his inauguration speech? on January 21, 1993, Clinton
said:

When our founders boldly declared
America’s independence to the world and our
purposes to the Almighty?, they knew that
America, to endure, would have to change.



Introduction 11

Not change for change’s sake, but change to
preserve America’s ideals —life, liberty, the
pursuit of happiness. Though we march to the
music of our time, our mission is timeless. Each
generation of Americans must define what it
means to be an American.... We must do what
no generation has had to do before. We must
invest more in our own people, in their jobs,
in their future, and at the same time cut our
massive debt. We must do so in a world in
which we must compete for every opportunity.
It will not be easy; it will require sacrifice.
But it can be done, and done fairly, not choos-
ing the sacrifice for its own sake, but for our

own sake.

Compassion, as always, was the key to Bill Clinton’s
policies.

Bill Clinton was the president of the United States, the
commander in chief of the U.S. military, the leader of the
Free World. One might think that Clinton was born in a rich
family — with a silver spoon in his mouth, as they say —
with all of the advantages that life can give. But nothing
could be further from the truth. All of Bill Clinton’s advan-
tages were earned through hard work. He came from humble
beginnings.
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INTRODUCGTION

1 baby boomer —#EZ L@ HHERN—R
2 inauguration speech —HLERIR %
3 Almighty — 2§/ £

QUESTIONS

1 Who was the youngest man to be elected president of the
United States?

2 What was the difference of Clinton with the other
presidents?

3 What were Clinton’s America’s ideals?

4 As the president of the United States, it is not only the
head of the county, what more does it mean?

5 Where were Clinton’s advantages from?
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CHAPTER ONE

A BOY BORN IN HOPE

“My grandparents had a lot to do with my
early commitment to learning. They taught
me to count and read. I was reading

little books when I was three. ”
— Bill Clinton

In the early daylight hours of August 19,
1946, William Jefferson Blythe' IV was born, one month
prematurely?, at Julia Chester Hospital in Hope, Arkansas®,
population 8,000. The name on his birth certificate reads
William Jefferson Blythe I'V.

He was named after his father, who had been killed
in a one-car crash three months before his son was born.
The baby future president would be raised by his mother
and his grandparents.
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When Bill was still a baby, his mother, Virginia*, met
a local businessman named Roger Clinton’ at her father’s
grocery store. Roger’s nickname was “Dude® ” and
he owned a car dealership in Hope. Two years later, Vir-
ginia Blythe moved to New Orleans’ for two years to

study to be a nurse anesthetist®. She needed a way to
support herself and her small son.

During that time, Bill stayed with his grandparents in
Hope. Bill’s grandfather’s general store served both black
and white people. There were not many stores in Arkan-
sas during the 1950s that could make that claim. It was
through his grandfather, who taught him to respect people
regardless of their color or religion, that Bill learned his
lifelong hatred of racism and bigotry®.

In 1950, when Bill was four, Virginia married Roger
Clinton. From then on, Bill called Roger “Daddy,” and
that was how he thought of him. By first grade, Bill was
known as Bill Clinton in school, although Roger, who was
out most nights, never spent much time with Bill. Roger
Clinton never officially adopted the boy either.

Donna Taylor'?, who went to kindergarten with Bill

Clinton, remembers him when he was five: “Some
people like to be with other children. He was like that.
He was always right there. Almost obnoxious''. He was
in the center of everything.”

When Bill was six, the Clintons moved from Hope to
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Hot Springs, Arkansas. When Bill was ten, Roger and
Virginia had a son, Bill’s half brother. They named him
Roger Clinton Jr.

Going to Church Alone

Bill was religious as a child, even though his house-
hold was not. His grandparents had given him early train-
ing in the Bible, and later a devout housekeeper encour-
aged his churchgoing. At eight Bill would get himself up
on Sunday mornings, put on his best suit and, carrying his
Bible, walk the half mile to the Park Place Baptist
Church'?.

In high school, Bill was an honor student and socially
popular. He played the saxophone'® in a jazz band and
was considered by many to be the best sax player in the
city. He even competed to be named the best in the state.
Clinton later wrote in a letter to a friend about his youth
in Hot Springs: “No one ever enjoyed being kids more
than we did—it would be pretty hard to crowd more liv-

ing in.”

Troubles at Home
His happy life at school, however, was countered by
a not-so-pleasant life at home. Bill’s stepfather was an

alcoholic!* who became abusive'’ when he was drunk. As



