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Part I Reading Comprehension

Directions ; There are 3 passages in this part. Each passage is fol-
lowed by some questions or unfinished statements. For
each of them there are four choices marked A),B),C)
and D). And for each passage there is one sentence un-
derlined. Choose the ONE best answer to each question

and translate each underlined sentence into Chinese.

Passage One

Questions 1 to 5 are based on the following passage:

In 1176, under the guidance of the Rector of St. Mary
Colechurch, the building was begun of what is now called Old
London Bridge. The bridge was one of the great sights of the
world during its six centuries of life and deserved its fame. For
about 550 years it was the only bridge across the Thames in the
London area. (1) It had more the character of a street than a
bridge, for the carriage-way was flanked (37 F f#i] i) on both

sides by about 100 shops and private houses, and it also carried a

good-sized chapel UM # 3 )and a strong drawbridge tower. The

bridge as first built was about 900 feet in length and consisted of
19 pointed arches of stone and one bay of timber where the draw-
7



bridge was arranged to allow for the passage of ships. The arch-
es had a narrow span and, in fact, the width of the supporting
piers was considerably greater than the waterways between
them. In addition there were screens of timber and stone round
the piers, intended to protect them; these so narrowed the wa-
terways that the Bridge formed a semi-barrage across the river
through which ebb (3% ¥j}) tides rushed with great violence. A
man-high difference in water level on either side of the Bridge
was a frequent occurrence, and these rapids were a great danger
to boats attempting to pass through. This together with the vast
weight it had to carry imposed so severe a strain on the Bridge
that there were constant alarms about its safety. Frequent repair
had to be made, and as early as 1281 frost and snow caused five
arches to fall. It appears that shops and houses on the Bridge
were not encroachments ({2 & #J) but were intended from the
first to provide revenue (Bil). The Bridge was finished in 1209,
after great difficulty in financing its completion.

1. From the passage we understand that old London Bridge

A) took six centuries to build
B) was started in the twelfth century
C) was famous for its religious associations
D) was the most famous bridge in the world
2. The original bridge was not really satisfactory because

A) the arch supports restricted the passage of the tides
B) the drawbridge was too narrow to allow ships through
C) part of the bridge was built of wood, not stone

D) the wooden and stone screens weakened the arches



