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Infermediate Course

Unit 1 Finding the Way and Festivals

Part One Situation: Finding the Way

1 . Expressions

Asking the way

Am I on the right road to Picadily Circus?

Can you direct me to Shanghai Museum?

Can you tell me where I can get a bite to eat?

Excuse me. Do I go straight on for the Mayflower Hotel?

Excuse me. [ wonder if you could help me, 1’m looking for the Muse-
um.

Excuse me. Is the car park straight on?

Excuse me, please, but I’m trying to find a post office .

How do you get to Norris Avenue Victoria Square?

How far is this address from here, please?

Sorry to trouble you, but could you please tell me how to get to the White
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Hall?
Where does this street lead to?
Which direction is the nearest post office?
Will it take me long to get there?
Would you mind telling me if this is the right way to the Parliament?

Directing the way
Bear right around the skyscraper .

Follow this road until you come to a supermarket .

Go down this passage and you’ll come to a hairdresser’ s on your left .

Go this way about ten minutes . When you see a motor car advertisement ,
turn left .

"l walk you to the bank . Tt’s on my route.

I’ m going there myself. Let me lead you the way.

It’s no distance at all.

It’s on the lefi-hand side of the street.

It’ s the other way to the right .

It’ s way down the street.

Just cross the street and go around the comer on the lefi .

Keep straight along this street for two blocks .

Make a right at the second turning.

Peach street? I’ m afraid I’ ve never heard of it.

Take the first turning on the right and then ask again.

The bus stop is a little further on.

There’ s one straight on.

Tumn lefi there, and a short way along the lefi, you’ll see it.

Walk two blocks down the street and go past the City Hall .

You could go by bus, but it’s hardly worth it.

. Matching
a. Avenue b. Bus station c. Church
d. Crossroad e. Hotel f. Landmark
g. Pedestrian crossing  h. Post office i. Railway station
j. Road k. Roundabout 1. Street
m. T-junction n. Theatre o. Traffic lights
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. a place where two roads intersect

a point where one road ends at right angles to another
. a circle in the road where two or more roads intersect
. lines on the road which show where people can walk

. a signaling device used to control traffic

. a prominent feature which can easily be seen

what motor vehicles usually drive on

a wide road with buildings on one or both sides

O o0 -1 N BN —

a wide road or path, often lined with trees

—
e

. a building used by Christians to meet together

11. a building where letters and parcels are sent from

12. a building which provides entertainment

13. a place from where trains arrive and depart

14. a place where vehicles with passengers arrive and depart

15. a place where people can rent a room .
(a-9, b-14, ¢-10,d-1, e~15, f-6, g—4, h-11,i-13, j-7,
k-3,1-8, m-2, n-12, 0-5)

. Practice

Work in pairs. Using the map, go through the following sifuations, taking it in
tumns to ask for and give directions:

£, W
g 5 Loy R4, { WEST) g
O d
Fost office & Police station
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. You are standing outside the library in London Road (East) . You are sup-

posed to meet some friends in the Ritz cinema, but you don’t know where
it is. Ask a passer-by.

. You have stopped for petrol at the garage in Cambridge Road. You have

come to visit a friend in Church Lane. Ask the garage attendant the way.

. You are standing outside the school in School Lane. You want to post a le-

tter. Ask one of the pupils where the nearest Post Office is.

. You have just arrived in the town and are standing outside the railway sta-

tion. You have come to visit your aunt in hospital. Ask someone how to
get there.

. Your car has broken down near the library in Sheep Street. You want to

phone a garage. Ask someone where the nearest telephone kiosk is.

NV . Group Discussion

1.

Have you ever asked for directions from someone and they have sent you
the wrong way? How did you feel?

. If you saw a foreigner standing on the street looking at a map, would you

offer 1o help them? What would you say to them?

. In China, when giving directions, do you use North, South, Fast and

West, or Left, Right, Straight on, etc.? Which would be the most useful
when giving directions to a foreigner?

V. Common Spoken English Errors

a) There are 10 mistokes in each of the following diglogues. Read aloud, find

them and make corrections .
1

Visitor: Excuse me. Can you tell me how to get to the Peace Hotel?
Granny: What?

Visitor: I’ ve missed my way. And...

Granny: It doesn’t matter. Maybe T can be of help.

Visitor: I want to go to the Peace Hotel to attend a conference. I was told to

get off at People’ s Square. But I can’t find it.

Granny: Don’t worry. [ can send you there. Tt’s on my way home.
Visitor: Oh, really? It’s very kind of you.

(On the way to the Peace Hotel. )
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Granny: By the way, is it the first time you come to Shanghai’

Visitor: Yes, I arrived Shanghai late vesterday.
Granny: How do you think about Shanghai?

Visitor: To me, I think it is an international metropolis. 1" m very like Shang-
hai .
Granny: ['m glad to hear that. Oh, here we are. This is the Peace Hotel.

Visitor; Thank you for wasting your time with me. Good bye.

Granny : Bye-bye.

Alex:

Policeman:

Alex:

Policeman:

Alex:

Policeman :

Alex H

Policeman:

Alex:

Policeman:

Alex:

Policeman:

Alex:

Policeman:

h) Key

2
Excuse me, Sir?
Yes?
I’ ve just come back here for 2 days. As you know that the traffic
is always a little bit confusing for a foreigner.
Yes. And what can 1 do to help you?
How to get to the Cultural Center?
You can get there through two ways. The first way is: Go straight
forward for about 5 minutes. Take a No. 15 bus at the bus stop
and get off at Shanxi Road. Go to the opposite Meilin Plaza. In
that building you will find the Cultural Center with no problem.
How long do T need to get there?
At least an hour, I am afraid.
Um, I should get there in 20 minutes. Can you suggest me anoth-
er way?
Only by taxi you can get there in time.
Do you have any idea about the taxi fare?
The taxi fare takes about 20 yuan.
Thank you very much for your help.

You are welcome.

1

Visitor: Excuse me. Can you tell me how to get to the Peace Hotel?

Granny: | Pardon]?

Visitor: I’ ve [ lost] my way. And. ..

Granny: [I’m sorry to hear that]. Maybe I can be of help.



"6 - e R E T 1

Visitor: | want to go to the Peace Hotel to attend a conference. I was told to
get off at People’s Square. But I can’t find it.

Granny: Don’t worry. 1 can [ take] you there. Tt’s on my way home.

Visitor: Oh, really? It’s very kind of you.
(On the way to the Peace Hotel. )

Granny: By the way, Is it the first time [ you’ ve come] to Shanghai?

Visitor: Yes. [ arrived [in] Shanghai late yesterday.

Granny: [ What] do you think about Shanghai?

Visitor: To me, [it seems] an international metropolis. [ I like Shanghai
very much] .

Granny: I’ m glad to hear that.Oh, here we are. This is the Peace Hotel.

Visitor: Thank you for [ spending] your time with me. Good bye.

Granny: Bye-bye.

Alex:

2

Excuse me, Sir?

Policeman: Yes?

Alex:

I’ ve just [ been] here for 2 days. [ As you know, ] the traffic is
always a little bit confusing for a foreigner.

Policeman: Yes. And what can I do to help you?

Alex:

How [ can I] get to the Cultural Center?

Policeman: You can get there [in] two ways. The first way is: Go straight

Alex:

[/] for about 5 minutes. Take a No. 15 bus at the bus stop and
get off at Shanxi Road. Go to [ the Meilin Plaza opposite] . In
that building you will find the Cultural Center with no problem.
How long [ does it take] to get there?

Policeman: At least an hour, I am afraid.

Alex:

Um, I should get there in 20 minutes. Can you suggest [ another
way for me?

Policeman; Only by taxi { can you] get there in time.

Alex:

Do you have any idea about the taxi fare”

Policeman: The taxi fare [ costs] about 20 yuan.

Alex:

Thank you very much for your help.

Policeman: You are welcome.
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Part Two  Festivals and Holidays

I . Related Words and Phrases

lucky money % & New Year Cake F-4E

light fireworks HUH K walking on stilts BR & &%

light firecrackers g dal folk dance |8 EER

doublets X} EK acrobatic show Z¢ % 7
family reunion dinner H [Bl7R dragon and lion dances £% f¢ i
lantern %T % sweeping the graves ¥ 2%

gala performances /2% K 7 I worship 527

sweet dumplings TG moon-cake F B

I . Warm-up Questions

1. China’s traditional festivals have evolved through the centuries from past
major events. For instance, long ago when people had a bountiful harvest,
they gathered and celebrated their good fortune with gala performances.
When natural disasters struck, they offered sacrifices to the gods and their
ancestors, hoping for a blessing. The change of the seasons, flowers in
spring, and the bright moon in autumn could all arouse their longing for a
more beautiful life. Thus, creative activities were held to signify these
events. Gradually these activities developed into festivals.

Can you name at least five traditional Chinese festivals? What are

they? Why do people celebrate these festivals? What do people usually do?

Spring Festival (Chinese New Year) FH (the 1st day of the st lunar
month) :
Yuanxiao Festival JTT 17 (the 15th day of the Ist lunar month)
Qingming Festival J§BHT7 (the 5th day of April)
Duanwu Festival ¥4, BF45 (the 5th day of the 5th lunar month)
Double-Seventh Day -t 4 1% A 17 (the 7th day of the 7th lunar month)
Mid-Autumn Festival F#K5 (the 15th day of the 8th lunar month)
Double Ninth Festival E H7 (the 9th day of the 9th lunar month)
Winter Solstice &% (the 21st or 22nd day of the 12th lunar month)
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2. Do you know anything about American festivals? Can you name them? If time
permits, give a brief introduction about American festivals and holidays.

New Year’s Day (January 1)

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Third Monday in January)
Lincoln’ s Birthday (February 12)

Valentine’ s Day (February 14)

Washington’s birthday (February 18)

Presidents Day (Third Monday of February)

St. Patrick’s Day (March 17)

April Fools Day (April 1)

Easter Sunday (Late March or April)

Mother’ s Day (Second Sunday in May)

Memorial Day (Last Monday in May)

Father’s Day (Third Monday in June)
Independence Day (July 4)

Labor Day (First Monday in September)
Columbus day (Second Monday in October)
Halloween (October 31)

Ammistice Day ( Veterans Day) (November 11)
Thanksgiving Day (Fourth Thursday in November)
Christmas (December 25)

L. Classroom Discussion

The class will be divided into groups of 3 ~ 5 students. Each group fries to say
something in detail about a certain traditional Chinese festival with the help of the
related words and phrases in te textbook for about 10 minutes. Representatives
from each group will be invited fo make reporis to the whole class. Try to use the
following form to evaluate their performance.

Narme

%

Grammar

Pronunciation

Facts

Fluency




