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THE UNLUCKY MAN
WHO BECAME RICH AGAIN
THROUGH A DREAM
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There lived once in Baghdad a very rich man, who
lost his fortune and became so poor that he could earn
his living only by hard labor. One night he lay down to
sleep with a heavy heart and saw in a dream a speaker
who said to him, “Your
fortune is in Cairo. Go

24

there and get it.

So he set out for
Cairo. When he got

there it was night, and

he lay down to sleep in a mosque. That night a band of
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3 robbers entered the room next door and aroused the

3 owners, who awoke and cried out.

;"»

3 Whereupon the Chief of Police came to help. The

1 robbers left, but the policmen entered the room where

j the man from Baghdad slept. They got hold of him and

3
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fortune

L or future EiE 3B ;

L opm

earn

/3 n/v.

get money by working
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{ band

' /bend/n.

: music playing group
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?: gave him a hard beating which nearly killed him, and
?‘)‘ then threw him in jail. After three days, the Chief of
j Police sent for him and asked him, “Where have you
A come from?”

; “From Baghdad, "he answered.

“And why did you come to Cairo?”
“l saw in a dream one who said to me, ‘ your
fortune is in Cairo. Go and get it! * But when I came to

Cairo the fortune proved to be a hard beating. "

The Chief of the Police laughed, “Oh, you old fool. I
also dreamed one who said to me: ‘There is in Baghdad
a house of such fashion in such an area, with a garden,
at the end of it is a fountain and a great sum of money
under it. Go there and take it.  Yet I went not, but you,

fool, have journeyed from place to place because of an

”
empty dream.

Then he gave him some money and said, “Back to
your own country. ” The unlucky man returned
home. Now the house the policeman spoke of was the
man’ s own house in Baghdad, so the empty dreamer dug

under the fountain in his garden, and discovered a great

treasure.
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Questions:

1. What dream did the Unlucky Man have?

2. Why did the policemen beat the Unlucky Man?

3. Tell us the Unlucky Man’s final outcome.
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treasure
. H /'tre33/n.
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ABU KIR THE DYER AND ABU
SIR THE BARBER
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There lived once in Alexandria two men, of whom
one was a dyer by the name of Abu Kir, and the other a
barber, Abu Sir. They were neighbours in the market
street, where their shops stood side by side. The dyer was
a cheat and wicked man but the barber was honest and

kind. Both of them however were poor.

One day, they become brothers and left the city to

seek their fortune.

They set sail on a ship carrying a hundred and

twenty men, captain and crew. Abu Sir was the only

b
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; eammed money and

3 bread for himself, but © 0)

3 o

3 also for the dyer Abu

3 Kir, who did nothing

; but sleep.
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Twenty days passed until the ship cast anchor in

the harbor of a city. They entered the town and found a

hotel.

Abu Kir did nothing everyday but sleep in the hotel

while Abu Sir went out to work hard to earn their bread.
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In this way they passed another forty days but on
the forty — first day, Abu Skir felt sick and could not go
out so he hired the porter to serve them both. Abu Kir
would still do nothing but eat and sleep. Four more days
passed. Abu Sir’ s illness went from bad to worse, and
Abu Kir felt very hungry. He found a thousand silver

coins in his friend’ s clothes and left.

Abu Kir wandered in the street and found its citi-

zens wearing clothes only of white and blue. He met the

King and told him he could dye many different col-
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3’! ors. The King gave him lots of money to open a Royal

3 Dyer Shop. His business went very well and he soon be-

1 came rich.

4

4

3 Now as to Abu Kir the barber: he was seriously ill

j: in bed. He had been locked in, his money had been

j
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stolen, and he had been unconscious for three days be-
fore the porter happened to look at the door and found
that it was locked. He felt surprised when he listened at
the door and heard the barber groaning within. He saw
the key in the lock, so he opened the door and found
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Abu Sir lying there ill.

“It’s all right now. Where is your friend?”

“By Allah, I came to my senmses only this day and
called out, but none answered my call. Allah upon you, O
my brother, look for the purse under my head and take

some money from it to buy me some food.I feel hun-

”

gry.
The porter took the purse but found it empty.
“The purse is empty. There is nothing in it. "
Whereupon Abu Sir knew that Abu Kir had taken
that which was his, and he asked the porter.

“Have you not seen my friend?”

“I haven’t seen him for three days. ~

The barber Qried, “Tell me this is not so, he has
taken my money and fled, leaving me sick! y

The doorkeeper said to him: “No harm shall fall on
you, and Allah will punish his deed. "So he went away
and cooked him some food and took care of the barber

for two months with his own money until he recovered.
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of sight, smell, etc.
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