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A: AfR
letter that is used in many operating
systems, including DOS, Windows
and 0S/2 to denote the first disk
drive on the system. Nomally, a PC
has two or three disk drives within its
casing. The convention is to provide
one floppy disk, called ‘A:’ and one
hard disk called ‘C:’. If you have a
second floppy disk, this is called
‘B:’ and a CD-ROM drive is por-
mally ‘D:’. When talking about the
different disk drives, you say ‘Drive
A’ for the floppy drive, but normally
write ‘A:’. ¥ you are using DOS,
when your PC starts up it will normal-
ly show what’ s called the C-prompt
(which looks like ‘C: \'’ on your
screen) ; this means you are currently
looking at the hard disk. If you want
to change to drive A to read data from
a floppy disk, enter *A:’ and press
reum £ DOS, Windows, 08/2 %
BUERETRARBRARES -1
BEBHROFR. —E A
WY EE EXAER=A
AR S, WBRE, FRAK
— TR BW A", — B
B/EHFMC.”, MEHRAHE =
RIS, — BRI B, K
RSB — IR K“D:". Hik
A [F) 0 B 4% 9K 3h 2% B, BR AR U
BERBH[/ A BAR-RE

fE“A:". RO AR DOS#
YRS, B4 S48 89 PC 3B —
BEANE CRAN(EBRSE
FRBRRAC ") ERAFBL
RAKREMA, MEFRETRT
Wahas A MBI B iR MK
BN ZRAYAY, RERE%E
%0

see also
HARD DISK

accelerated graphics port B N
WO
see AGP

C:, FLOPPY DISK,

acceleration  jfmi¥
see  MOUSE ACCELERATION

accelerator, accelerator key {Ri¥g#
combination of keys that, when
pressed together, carry out a func-
tion that would otherwise have to be
selected from a menu using a mouse .
For example, instead of selecting the
File menu then the Save option,
many programs let you use the accel-
erator keys Alt and S instead [R] B
—FETRHAER, TULHNM
KA RS RSN — T,
Bhin, ¥ 28 77 S (8 A b g
Alt+ SR X, REES
File 3 $. T 8 Save 250 52 SR M #
BITh e,

accelerator card ME-F



access

aceptable 2
method of speeding up an old PC by | access head TEEX® %k

replacing the existing processor with a
special add—in card that has a newer,

faster processor; although you replace |-

the processor, you are still using the
original, old memory and disks 18
i - RE R B RAL B A AR
HANERFERA L, X
RE I AT EYLEITE R
Tk (BRAEBCH H A i ik %
FHEARB AN REAL, RN
ERAm#ER, FTEREET,)R
FHHRTAER BHEERKN
REFRHAINFHER .

see also  UPGRADE

acceptable use policy AR {E A%
[
see  AUP

access i) (7FEH)

to use something, such as a shared
resource on a network i il F I ¥F
B, IR LA IR,

acoess contrdl list (ACL) TFEUEH
*

secunty system in which a list that
contains user names and passwords is
used by an operating system to deter-
mine if a paricular user is allowed to
access or use a resource or feature of
the computer or network B{ER 4
ER-TRET AN EFNEN
NEWE2FE AXRRBERT
iE—ARRE R PRV B A
FEUL T P48 0 — TOU % IR R A0

access counter 5 19) 3T 88
see  COUNTER

part of a disk drive moves to the cor-

_ rect part of the disk’ s surface and

reads information stored on the disk
AW ES -4, B LB
d]?ﬂfﬁﬁ%ﬁlﬁ‘lmﬁﬁuﬁ#ﬁﬁ
TR RLMER.

access provider i B3R E

ISP

see

access time 7R EX i8] (37 16} B 18] )

time taken to find and retrieve a par-
ticular piece of data from memory or a
hard disk. If you are adding more
memory (RAM) to your PC, you have
to make sure that your buy chips or
SIMMs that are at least as fast as the
existing ones. Memory chips have an
access time or around 100nano-sec-
onds. However, access time is nor-
mally used for hard disks as a way of
giving some idea of the hard disk’ s
With hard disks, the
average access time is often quoted
and measured in milliseconds ( ms ),
thousandths of a second, this is the
time it typically takes for the drive to
reach to a sector of the disk after the
computer has requested that particular
sector M PN 7F BURE & #4 B B
— R ERIE AT ], IR A TR
PC ¥ 5 £ 8 1 77 (RAM) , & 70
HRERBELEHERRAEFL R
SIEHR AF L) (A 5 05k
HELEA R, NESRHRE
et B] K29 & 100 4 (B B,
A T8 &, U R A (] — AR AR
AEBRERERNEER G, &
W R F B R e, SR

performance.
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account

RIEMTHENERGHERLSFE
DX FF Bh, B3 g 4% U 8] 2 %
X &Y B j] (8] B, 3 A~ i Je) — A LA
B (W T2 —8) RBALIF.
see alsa  SECTOR

account P

method of identifying a network or e-
mail user and storing the user’ s pref-
erences and security settings; similar
to a bank account, an electronic ac-
count has a password that only you
know, together with an account name
that identifies you. You account will
also hold records of your rights to ac-
cess parts of the network and will store
any electronic mail that you receive
R — W& FERE A,
HFEERERAMEZ LR EN T
o MBATH P AEE, — e T
WP A A REREE SR,
M— e Rk % . E8id
TR BT 6 A 64 U5 1) & 8 43 I 45 69
B, 3 R 7 45 B 9 4 ] el -1~
R,

accounting 21t

software application for automating ac-
counting and book-keeping FH 3k A
Bhic iR B P 0 AT B
Ao

ACK
ACKNOWLEDGE (1%

signal that is sent from a receiver to
indicate that a transmitted message
has been received and that it is ready
to receive the next data transfer; for
example, this signal is used between
a computer’ s serial port and a modem

3

acoustic
to another to control the flow of infor-
mation HEBEWEHEREWNES.H
kXL HUEE DA K, H
JERCARRY -3 12 A AR & &3
i, Hln, & -SHEKSR
B 57— & THE PLE A A 25
ZERAX M REHEER.
see also  FLOW CONTROL

ACL FREZHE

see  ACCESS CONTROL LIST

| acoustic coupler B ZiE438

type of modem that does not plug into
a standard telephone socket but uses
rubber cups that fit around the mouth
and ear—piece of a normal telephone
handset. This converts data from the
computer into sound that is then trans-
mitted across the telephone network 1o
another computer with a modem. Most
modems plug directly into a telephone
socket and provide better quality
sound which means that they are more
reliable when sending data. An a-
coustic coupler sends data more slowly
than a modem plugged directly into
the phone socket, but it is very useful
if you are travelling and need to use
public or hotel phone to send data

—Rh AR AR R I, T
J2 08 IR AR A 2 BB 7 5 i 1
bR RAERmER. EHEH
THREMKBEECNEE, R
JEBRIEM S R —GmE T
R ES B, KEHH
HEEREEBARENER
PR REER RS SE
51X RO 8 B i M
ERATE. EABBE, H 5



ACPI 4

Active

BERLHBBAREEENR
A 980 2% 2 BEA9 , 162 X 4R TE iR
BB AN RS R R
EREmBER, FERESE
EHM.

ACPL
ADVANCED CONFIGURATION AND
POWER INTERFACE B & E
E5EEED
specification that allows an operating
system to control the power manage-
ment in a computer and is used as
part of the OnNow system 7Ei1H
PLeb AR VPR A R B e 45 i e TR
B WAL, R OnNow
REM—®r kMM,

see also ONNOW, POWER
MANAGEMENT
Acrobat

see ADOBE ACROBAT

acronym #$E
abbreviation, formed from various let-
ters, which makes up a word which
can be pronounced. For example, the
acronym RAM means Random Access
Memory 1 AJH] F 4 M4
B, BHAB—1T R ERRIA,
B0, RAM 2 Ba B 77 BOAF 0 3% B0
5. . -

activate 7%
to start or run a software program or
module JHBIREF BT KA
BRFSBR,

Active Document  Active 3044
standard Windows application that is
accessed from within a web browser
and controlled by special commands
in the web page {3 /7 W 2% B $0 2%
PN E R KU B R AE HTML
# Windows W JRFZFF .

active matrix display HEKENE TR
2

type of colour display used in laptop
computers normally called TFT dis-
play; provides a clear, crisp display
but is more expensive than a passive
matrix display (often called STN)
—~RATELRERNEGERR
B/ (— BN TFT) 5 & R IR 5
B 2% (— BFR Sy STN) 5 i i Bl
MRS, BHrHE G EH,
see also  PASSSIVE MATRIX, TFT

Active Server Page (ASP) EBIAR
FERAE

web page created in real time by the
web server; the system allows Mi-
crosoft’ s 1IS web server product to run
ActiveX scripts and components on
the server to produce customised web
pages that can be different for each
visitor to the web site —FhH %
WERFEPONE, RERT
Microsoft IS P 4% Fit % 35 J2 17 Ac-
tiveX scripts # 7 LA & IR %5 2% £ /9
HABH A, NTT R S B4
R E ™ A RBER A E W IN R ,

SupHe o e mas
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Window Text

5 38 O BoR

active window FEEIEI]

section of a screen that is currently
being used. In Microsoft Windows,
the active window is in front of any
other windows and has its title bar (at
the top o the window) colowred blue
(windows which are displayed but are
not active have a white title bar) &
BEAMHENOES. %N
Windows o, ¥ 3h 8 1 4z T 3 fih 67
HERETE , 3 B0 E& (N
KI5 E B8 A ) R B 5 0 (T Bt
B BRSO M EE R
ZEfM),

ActiveVRML

see  VRML

ActiveX

programming language and program
definition used o create small appli-
cations designed to enhance the func-
tionality of a web page; for example,
if you want to add multimedia effects
to your web page that you cannot

supporl with basic HTML. commands
then you could develop an ActiveX
program, called an applet, that is
automatically downloaded by the us-
er’ s browser and run on the user’ s
computer  F F 4§ B /N i il B ¥
L3435 P T 3h BB A — R B i3
EERNHBAE. flm, mEme
AR Rk 8, Fl 2 &
HTML iy & & T 3k LB &, B 1L
LIS 8RR Yy /B FE (applet)
B ActiveX ¥, B 7T LA i1 F P 4
KR A BT I R P
B L& 1T,

see also  APPLET, JAVA, VB-
SCRIPT

adapter, adapter card E R &%, E

K+
card that plugs into an expansion bus
in a PC and adds a new function to
the computer, or allows it to commu-
nicate with another device. For exam-
ple, a sound card is a type of adapter
card that plugs into an expansion con-



adaptive

address

add-on, add-in

nector and allows sound to be played
back or recorded AV BBLE P
kR &, FA LG o UL o oh
BREZESHMARAENR. 4
nAEEREBAT REH—F
EES AUBETRRE,

adaptive compression HiE 57 FE 45
data compression system that continu-
ously monitors the data it is compress-
ing and adjusts its own algorithm to
provide the most efficient compression

—HBEERRE. ETUF
SEH W AR E A R OB, K
FARACKER NTREES
BHESR.

mna&

device that connects to a computer,
more properly called a peripheral.
 Add-in’ is sometimes used to distin-
guish devices which fit inside the
computer rather than plug into it.
- Some software packages are designed
to allow ‘add-on’ or ‘add-in’ mod-
ules to be purchased that enhance the
BRE,ERTB T URNSER
#o “add-in” AW AYEA BT
RO B4, EREA RN
HiREMHX 2, — kL
T B 32 R “ add-on” B “add—in” 48
BOUETEEEIRNRES
BT,

address bt

(i) unique mmber that identifies a
particular storage location in a com-
puter’ s memory. Each location can
store one byte of data (eight bits) and

most PCs have 32Mb of main memo-
ry—32 million separate addresses.
Other parts of a computer system are
often identified by numbers or ad-
dresses. For example, in a network,
each PC typically has its own network
or station address, a unique number
that identifies it to other machines on
the network; (ii) (on the Internet)
unique series of numbers that identi-
fies your web server or domain; for
example, 152.222.33.2 might be the
address of a web server, but it is nor-
mally written using characters, for ex-
ample www. pep. co. uk is the name
address of the Peter Collin Publishing
web server. When you want to access
a page stored on a web server, you
enter the name address in your web
browser, this passes the name to a
DNS computer that looks up this name
and finds the correct numeric address
and so can locate the web server;
(iii) (in electronic mail) unique
combination of a user’s name and do-
main name that identifies you to other
users; for example, if you want to
send electronic mail to Peter Collin
Publishing, you would use the unique
address ‘info @ pep. co. uk'. The
part to the right of the ‘ @’ symbol is
made up of the domain, type of or-
ganisation and country, the part to the
left of the * @’ symbol identifies the
individual user at the company or do-
main  (D)ME—HR R HHLEE5E 3%
F-TREEREBOR. 51
MBS - FYRE(RS
TZHEPEL), KEBANAHEH

LR
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address

R IEHF—H 320 F AR
(SIESE: 5. S % R =
.2 F FIBE B Bk kAR IR
i, EMEd B85 PCHREAR
8 59 o dik BR % hE, BP A o — 53K
fERbARE, LESME LR
bl B X B, (i) (EHER
E)AESRIR Web IR & SRR &
H— B R B, #in 152, 222.
33.2 M RB R — & Web IR % 28 193h
i, B BAFHE T, 6l
0" www. pep. co. uk” B £ 18 - BLAK
IR Web IR S8R E, U7
HIFRIFEMEE—G Web RE B L
AP BT, B X AE Web B 3 2% F
WAL B EFHL—
EHRERFHEN., RAEhEE
P RHX B FE RN NN IE
BB bk, X B R AT LA 3
Web R4 T o (iii) (FEHL T BR4F
PYRERFERAMNERE A
BEWR A —HE, DX 9
feR . B, nREFEL KB -
FHAR I AR A & B 7 W8 4, 3% R %
& H “ info @ pep. co. uk” 3X 4~ —-
Fiht, ‘@S HEHMEL R
Be REXMAASHERNS;
Foil B9RR A3 bR AR 4 B B R
A4,

see also  DOMAIN, 1P ADDRESS

address book  Hiit 8

list of network or Internet users and
their electronic mail address, used
with an electronic mail application to
simplify sending mail to a user—you
can select the user’ s name from the
address book rather than enter their
full email address P 4% 5% B 45 9

H P 48 B AT o T R 44 i 9
Fik, FAkEw ARG D H
ALK 5 R 45 F P R AE—AK
AT LU 0 8 AT 52 6 # oL T 6
it , TR A b R
I & F .

address bus  Hb3E S £k

set of electrical lines between the
computer’ s processor and the storage
devices. The bus normally has 24 or
32 separate lines to select any one of
the millions of possible addresses;
the addresses are selected by the pro-
cessor. The number of lines in the
address bus—also called its size or
width—dictates how much memory can
be accessed directly. An impractical
example is a 2—wire (or 2-bit) ad-
dress bus which-can only access four
memory locations, corresponding to
offoff, off-on, on—off and on—on
UL B 38 5 48R 4 )
M—HEFER, BE— K
24 8 32 MRHR,, A UERE
ASETRE R M hE P F at, Ak R ey
BB ERE . Mk B &P BT
BERBER (BRI TE) KA
UHEH BN EEET, —
AL BT R, i B LR (B
Pr) 41 B 84 85 R BT LA 18] Y A 7
T, 451/ 00,01,10,11 F &
Ro

see also  BIT, DATA BUS

address mask bl B &

pattern of bits used to filter out parts
of an address from an address; nor-
mally used to read the network and
subnet parts of an address within an



address
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ADSL

Internet or IP address  JHSR A Hudit
Pl BB AR S bk A K, —
B S S HR BRI s 1P St ik o B
F s BE 35,

address resolution it Tt

converting an Internet address into the
correct physical network address that
will address the resource ¥ B 4% I
Motk ¥ 46 O IE B 10 B 28 0 4%
B, T LA G 85 98 - 4E

address resolution protocol (ARP)
Hbkt T BY

standard that is used to find the physi-

cal network address of a device re-

ferred to by an Internet IP address

JER R P b ak 4 B B XF R i

F Y P45 i bt R BR

Adobe Type Manager ( ATM)
Adobe XBEEH

software standard that is used to de-
scribe the shape of fonts and how they
can be re-sized to almost any size
without changing the quality. This
standard is used with Apple System 7
and Microsoft Windows 3.1 to display
fonts that can be scaled to almost any
point size, and printed on almost any
printer. Adobe is a software company
that developed products including Ac-
wobat, ATM, and PostScript — %
S5 7 L B0 46 7
SERC S B0 R K A
HEo X FHRAEH T/ Apple System
7 H! Microsoft Windows 3.1 R4 &
BREBET S FER, AJLET
FEAE M 4TES HL L 4TED, Adobe £
— R JF K Acrobat, ATM

PostScript %F&fﬁ@ﬁ%é&ﬂ o

Adobe Acrobat  Adobe Acrobat X #
software that converts documents and
formatted pages into a file format that
can be viewed on almost any computer
platform or using a web browser on
the Internet; for example, if you pub-
lish a newsletter, you could lay out
the pages using a desktop publish sys-
tem, print the pages for a paper ver-
stion and convert the files to Acrobat
format allowing you to distribute the
same formatted pages on CD-ROM or
over the Intemnet -—Ff 8K {4, & 0]
LAKs SO o C 4% = Ak B0 T 1 %
=B LF 0] LUFEAR ] TR HLE
SEHERRK Web MIH BRI
X, Bl mRGBER
—H AT, 40T LA ST HE AR
AAREGHUEANE, AXERE
AITE, RGN Acro-
bat # 3%, LA AT L0311 19 60 5U 1
BT CD-ROM M £,

ADPCM
ADAPTIVE DIFFERENTIAL PULSE
CODE MODELATION Hi&E R
ETBRARTEH
method of converting an analog sound
or voice signal into an compressed
digital signal ¥ BIHLAK A F BRIE

BlESHUNESRRFEESN
%o
ADSL

ASYMMETRIC  DIGITAL  SUB-
SCRIBER LINE JEXTH#M=FH

Jat: ¥
high—speed transmission standard that

R RV RIS 4 B Wk

nean e



agent

Advanced

uses the same copper telephone wires

9

as a normmal telephone service, but is -

much faster for data transfer
R, E AL ENE
W55 4 [ 0 4 b R 2 2
X} {5 e 1 TR

Advanced Research Projects Agency

Network (ARPANET) ARPA
(BETRITUE) WE

original network of interconnected

,Aﬁ,i

computers, linked by leased lines, |

that formed the first prototype for the
current Internet; developed by the
US Department of Defense ( Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agen-
cy) HHRBLEEENBYN
IWRNLE Mg, TR H ATy
WIE B I B, A2 eh 3 I B 9
(BB RBI AR,

KRE, Bettk (k)

software that will search the Intemet
for particular information; agents au-
tomate the work of using several
search indexes TER N E# &
e B M, BT AaIL
MR BMER,

AGP
ACCELERATED GRAPHICS PORT

B miEFm 0
high-speed expansion siot developed
by Intel to allow a high-performance
graphics adapter card to be fitted to a
PC and transfer information to and
from the main processor and main
memory using a dedicated bus that
works at 66MHz; this slot is faster
than the PCI expansion bus and is

algorithm

designed to be used with a PC that
uses the Intel Pentium II Processor ;
an AGP compatible system reduces
the time taken to display complex
rendeting and three-dimensional im-
ages on screen [ Intel FF R -
ey R, e LS
Y B BOE R4 A A A5 BL
O H AT LU i 66MHz £ (5 2%
ERAEEMFEFZRALRE
B R L PCI I e BRI
BZER, I B 2% XM A Intel
Pentium IT B8 ZbBR 88 19 > A3 &
Hlif B3t 89, A AGP I R4
TERBLFERELME UKL =4
PR T 1T LA Y5 296 ],

Al
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE A I &

BE

design and development of computer
programs that attempt to mitate hu-
man intelligence and decision—making
functions, providing basic reasoning
and other human characteristics 1%
PHHUE BT R LR S5 ARG A
R REM AT ORE, R U A
RN RA IR

algorithm #i%

method or procedure that solves a par-
ticular problem or performs some de-
sired task. Programmers write instruc-
tions to implement particular algo-
rithms in their programs. The choice
of algorithm affects performance,
memory requirements and so forth.
For example, some methods of sorting
are very quick while others are slower
but do not need as much memory or



alias
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Al

alias

align

disk space to operate FH LA PLAF
SE (61 B 52 R B AE %5 1 A7 Bk A
a8, BFRERF+aE#E S
kLR EMHEE. BENES
EwBEe FRERE, A,
REHFEELRR, MR L
ERBENAFREANFRER
érﬂjc

W&

simple name for a user or group of
users, interpreted by email software.
Using an alias means you don’t have
to remember complicated mail ad-
dresses FER THRIFREP H—
THPR—4RAPrENHRE
Fo MBLZBWREEMBTICZE
2 Y R 4R bt

bok 3

10 line up text so that either the left or
right-hand margin is level. If text is
left-aligned, all the characters line up
on the left hand side, but do not on
the right-hand side. If text is justified
then the text lines up on both the left
and right-hand edges XA F A&
HBRERBXNF. MREXERE
IR, B AWM KA BT
FrER XS, WA 12 R X F .,
MRXA RN FH,BAE
BERUEBRXFH,

Alpha  Alpha %5

processor chip developed by Digital
Equipment Corp. that provides high—
speed computing power; the Alpha
chip is a 64-bit processor that uses
RISC architechure and can run the
Microsoft Windows NT operating sys-

tem and applications H¥FX%E
ATF(DEC) TR AR RBEZH
BAMBLEERER. ELE o
U EER, kA RISC AR E
Hy, 3 B8 i 7 B 3 Windows NT
BERG R HNARF,

alt alt $FEAE

type of newsgroup on the Internet that
contains discussions about alternative
subjects; these are not official news-
groups and are not supported or moni-
tored by any company, and any user
can vrite just about anything that they
want to say. Some of the larger online
service providers do not allow their
subscribers to view all of the alt news-
groups because they may contain of-
fensive and pomographic material
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see also  NEWSGROUPS

Alt key Alt g

key on a PC keyboard used to activate
special functions in an application.
The Alt key has become the standard
method of activating a menu bar in
any software running on a PC; for ex-
ample, Alt—-F normally displays the
File menu of a_program, Alt—-X nor-
mally exits the program 7€ PC 4%
EFR M LA R R T RB Y
B, ALBE By ¥E PC ERF

TN SR e sk e



America

America Online (AOL)
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xEEL
largest online service provider in the
world, with several million sub-
scnibers. The company provides cus-
tom software that allows a user to ac-
cess the Internet and access 1o AOL’ s
own databases of information that can
only be accessed by its subscribers;
AOL now owns CompuServe 1 A
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see also COMPUSERVE, OSP
amplitnde  #R8E

voltage level or size of a signal; for
example, a loud sound has a high
amplitede 155 #9 ¥ JE K o K
o B, B R 7T B RN K

analog or (UK) analogue Hitl{zS
singal whose value can vary continu-
owsly over time rather than taking a
fixed values. For example, when
someone speaks, the sound wave is
an
as the person speaks. In contrast, a
car’ s gear hox is a digital device; a
car can be in first, second, third or
reverse but not in *first-and-a—half” .
PCs will only work with numbers so
cannot directly deal with analog sig-
nals. To get around this, you need to

e signal; it varies smoothly |

11

analog

fit an analogue —to—digital convertors
(A/D convertors). For example, a
sound card contains an Analog to digi-
tal converter to convert the sound sig-
nal from the microphone into numbers
representing the volume {H B i [8]
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analog monitor LR 2%

monitor that accepts analog video sig-
nals and so can display an almost infi-
nite range of colours. Both VGA and
S5~VGA monitors are analog, whereas
the older CGA and EGA monitors are
digital and can only display a Limited
range of colours B2 YR K1 0 46 43
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analog to digital conversion (ADC)

B E
electronic circuit that converts an ana-
log signal (such as a sound signal
from a microphone) into a numeric
form. It does this by looking at the



