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PREFACE

Since the middle of the T'ang Dynasty, Chinese painting has gradually developed
into literati painting done with a brush and ink, and combined with poetry and
calligraphy with the result that it becomes an Eastern art unigue in style and form.,

The use of a brush and techniques of representing the irregular surface of a
painting are extremely emphasized in Chinese painting. It is from the peculiar idea
painting impressionistically with a brush and ink that the essence of Chinese painting
arises, while the addition of poetry and literature to it exalts its style. In China,
for a long time, to do painting has been considered a way for literary people to amuse
themselves, practice moral culture, and improve their character, and therefore Chinese
painting enters into combination with bookishness — one of the peculiarities of
Chinese literati painting.

Chinese painting is different from Western painting in composition because
of their difference in use. After it is finished, a Chinese painting is made intc a hanging
scroll, a fan, an album teaf, or a handscroll, etc.. On a Chinese painting, some empty
space is left, a poem or a postscript is written, or a seal is stamped; this is also one
of the characieristics of Chinese painting.

The Impressionistic School maintains that no color is laid on in a painting. The
painters of this school paint with different shades of ink. Because of their insistence
in doing so, Chinese painting is filled with more implicit meanings and free from
vulgarity and attains to the highest state of “’lively spirituality’.

Chen Kuei-miao
Director
National Museum of History
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