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Abstract

The emergency and the development of private international
maritime law is the result of the prosperity of navigational trade,
which is usually traced back to the Rhodian Law in the 9th century
B. C.. As a special branch of private international law, it has ad-
vanced and accelerated the development of pivate international law in
both theory and practice, as well as the navigational transportation
and the international economy and trade.

This dissertation makes a comprehensive survey of the historical
dimension and the complex and multi-faceted reality of private inter-
national maritime law. Some features of private international mar-
itime law which are different from general private international law
are identified. On the basis of comparative studies of many
countries’ and regions’ private international maritime law, this dis-
sertation further analyses the reasons of the emergency of conflict of
maritime laws and approaches the theoretical and legal grounds for
settling conflict of maritime laws. Some fundamental and specific is-
sues, such as the application of law of maritime relationship concern-
ing property of ship, contract for carriage of goods by sea, collision
of ships, salvage, general average and limitation of liability for mar-
itime claims, and maritime ligitation and arbitration, are examined
in the dissertation. The trends of private international maritime law
in the future are also discussed and forecast.
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