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1 The 'Myths of Living Together

before Marriage
BY Marilyn Gardner

1 In the movie “You’ ve Got Mail, ”a *thirtyish character named Joe
Fox descrives a thoroughly modem domestic scene. “My father is
getting married again, ”he says. “For five years he’s been living with a
woman named Gillian. " They have a young son.

2 When 3the senior Fox tells a colleague about his forthcoming
wedding, he explains, “Matt is four years old. It would be nice for him
to know his parents are married. ”

3 Young Matt has plenty of company these days. As of 1997,
slightly more than 4 million cowles were living together,ané] a .growing

nurber of them are raising children, according to *the US Census e

Bureau.

4 “You ’'ve Got Mail,” in fact, perfectly illustrates the broad
acceptance of cohabitation. Both main characters—joe Fox, played by
Tom Hanks, and Kathleen Kelly, played by Meg Ryan—live with a
partner.Not a wedding ring in sight. Cevvan 1!
-5 Yet such ®blithe arrangements hardly :guarantee Tmarital success. A
study released today at Rutgers University in 8New Jersey finds that
living together , rather than strengthening an eventual marriage, actually
increases the risk of divorce by 46 percent. It also increases women’s
risk of domestic violence and children’s chances of physical or ®sexual
abise. =

6 The report, “Should We Live Together? What Young Couples
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Need to Know About Cohabitation Before Marriage, ” offers the first
1% depth look at such living arrangements. Authors Barbara Dafoe
. Whltehead and David Popenoce reviewed nearly 50 cohabiting studies
spamnng more than a decade.
7 “When "blushing brides walk down ‘the Z3isle in the 19905, more
than half have already lived together with a boyfriend, " they write. In
addition, the longer an unmarried couple lives together, the less likely
they are to tie the Kikot. People who cohabit, the study finds, “are more
oriented to their own autonomy” and less likely to be committed to a
relationship.
8 To a generation “disillusioned by their parents’ s divorces and
1wary of marriage for themselves, living together appears to offer a
positive altemative. Like test-driving a car before buying, they want to
test-drive a relationship, checking out Scompatibility before signing on
the 1dotted line. 4
9  Yet such practices can be particularly hard on women, who face
the risk of pregnancy. ®“Liberation” can impose new forms of
bondage.
100 And then there are the children. In 1997, 36 percent of couples in
unmarried households included at least one child under the age of 18.
“Fully three-quarters of children bom to cohabiting parents will see
their parents split up before they reach age 16, whereas only about a
third of the children bom to married parents face a similar fate,” the
report states. Only 44 percent of cohabiting mothers eventually marry
the father of their child,down from 57 percent a decade ago.
11 Four-year-old Matt in the movie serves as a prime example. His
mommy and daddy never make it to the altar before they separate. So
much for commitment. o
12 What to do to make marriage more attractive? The Rutgers
— 5 —



researchers recommend intensive education for young people to help
them make better decisions about living together. They also want to
encourage more Yegalitarian relationships in marriage.

13 Everyone is aware of the high divorce rate. But as these figures on
the failure rate of cohabitation show, the risks of marriage, whatever
they may be, could be less than the risks of not being married and living
together. A week before 2Valentine’s Day, that almost counts as
good news.

Notes

1 myth—a false belief

2 a thirtyish character——fi 30 # L F® A%

3 the senior Fox—# Fox FIAL &

4 US Census Burear— 2B AN RER

5 cohabit—to live together as lovers when not legally married
6 blithe—cheerful ; carefree

rqgl——of or %X%g to, marriage
8 New Jeré%—s eastem usS

9 sexual abuse—H %%

10 m—depth—detalled thorough M Yol

11 blush—to become suddenly red in the face from modesty,
embarrassment , or shame

12 aisle—a passage way between rows of seats, as in a church or
auditorium

13 disillusiom—%] 488 X

14 wary—on one’ s guard; watchful

15 coumatlble—capable of living or performing harmoniously with
another

16 dotted line— M & ; IG5 BIEH L HE AT
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17 pregnamyLﬂ&@
18 liberation—f# i
19 egalitarianism—a belief in human equality, esp. with respect to
social , political , and economic rights and privileges

20 Valentine’s Day—1§ A#
Multiple Choice Questions

1 It’s mistakenly believed that cohabitation .
A, will strengthen eventual marriages
B may avoid raising children
C leads to higher rate of divorce
l& is the trend of the present world

2 According to statistics, cohabitation actually .
A saves expenses
B strengthens marital status
C chooses to give birth to babies

\V increases the risk of divorce

3 Cohabitation may provide the man with a chance to .
A have an excuse for not going to work
B take care of all domestic chores
C, illtreat the woman and children
Bj bear greater responsibilities

4 “To tie the knot”in para.7 may mean___ .
’é/ to come into steady marriage bond
B to hate each other
C to live in comfort
D to guard against each other

5 It seems cohabitation provides more freedom for .
A both the cohabiting parents B& the man

—_ 4 —



C the woman D the child(ren)

6 According to the report by Whitehead and Popenoe, .
A of all the cohabitants only 36% split up
B of all the cohabiting couples, over 1/3 become parents
C all cohabitants know that they will split up sooner or later
D all cohabitants hope for a eventual marriage

7 Clearly,the author’s attitude toward cohabitationis .
A positive B_ negative
C supportive D passive

Fragments of Translation for Reference

1 (para. 10) “Fully three-quarter ...”
“KRBRABHRBRFENBTRRERA 34 KEMINFZ 16 2
HEINMMOAEELARAE MEXLSEOXESRFTENBETFNAE
1/3 ¥ ke R — &z "
2 (para. 11) Four-year-old Matt in the movie . ...
B & 4 % B Matt T 44E— MREMNHIF . MBEEBRENF AR
EFSERGH, HEHTFHEARTIMETE,
3 (para. 12) But as these figures . ..
(B2 1 20 ) s 2 ) 4k TR B 07 B R B ORI I SR B, A
RHARE EHEBRRNER S,



2 Sharing a Roof and a Way of Life

By Melanie Stetson Freeman

1 Philip takes out the !garbage and delivers the mail. Two of the
three women all named Ida go to exercise class together once a week.
Red hibiscus flowers bloom in the courtyard thanks to Pearl’ s *green
thumb. Harvey breaks into song, *serenading his housemates whenever
he gets the notion.

2 These seniors are part of a successful experiment in *communal
living that saves money and ®combats loneliness. Eleven single seniors
have formed a family that shares expenses, ’ chores, conversation,
dinners, and laughs in the security of a 8co-op home here.

3 It’s called Rothman House, and it was conceived by Janet Witkin,
founder of Altemative Living for the Aging.

4  “They have each other to care about, to share jokes with, to
discuss the news of the day, "she says. “It’s the interaction that keeps
them healthy. My philosaphy is that people can stay independent as long
as possible through interdependence. ”

5  “What kind of life is it,” she continues, “to get up alone, to go
out alone, to come home alone, to eat dinner alone, to go to bed
* without having anyone to say good night to? Is that worth having all
your own possessions around you? Or would it be better to downsize a
little and share life with others?”

6 Home-sharing programs—in which seniors either join a group
home or live with a housemate—are 7 gaining ground in the United
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States. California, along with **Oregon, *'Wisconsin, and **Vermont,
is leading the way. A 1993 survey by the National Shared Housing
Resource Center in PBaltimore found 350 sharedhousing programs in
the US.
7  Rothman House, which opened in 1985, consists of 14 private
bedrooms and baths laid out in a horseshoe shape, with two kitchens
and two living rooms at the end and a courtyard in the center. The site,
in the Beverly—Fairfax area of Los Angeles, was chosen to be near
services and transportation. One of the purposes of the co-op is to keep
seniors involved with their community.
8 “It’s a very sociable atmosphere, ”says resident Ida Farver. “It’s
less work. | don’t have to bother cleaning or cooking every meal. The
main thing is security. You know you’ re not alone. ”
9  “This is the best compromise between wanting privacy and
wanting socialization,”says Gabriel Tiefer,a one—month resident who
always seems to have a smile on his face. “It’s a little cormunity. If
you fall in with the team, fine. If you’ re the disagreeable type, you
won’t fit in. People accepted me and it’s working out fine.”
10 The seeds for Janet Witkin’ s home-sharing idea were planted
when she was in her 20s. She watched her grandfather steadily decline
as he moved from an assisted-living home to a **convalescent hospital.
in 1977, she was taking teenagers to visit elders when she met a man
named Abe who reminded Janet of her grandfather. She figured that Abe
would do better in co-op housing and in 1978 Alternative Living for the
Aging (ALA) was bom.
11 Jaret’ s nonprofit agency offers co-op housing for seniors who
don’t want to live alone but who don’t need institutionalization.
12 ALA is Yadept at determining whether prospective residents will
fit in. The agency also has a roommate or housemate matching service
-7 —



as well as four other co-op facilities in Los Angeles. Two of the co-op
buildings were built ¥from scratch; two, including Rothman House, are
Brenovated facilities; the fifth is a historic building. Funding for ALA
programs is provided by government grants and loans; private
contributions from individuals, corporations, and foundations; and The
United Way. ALA staff members have 2’counseled more than 14,000
people and matched more than 6,000 in the roommate program since it
began.
13 “We look for people who are cooperative and flexible. People
who are willing to live with others,” Janet says.
14 With so many seniors living on fixed incomes, the co-op housing
alternative is a creative solution to a problem that will only become
larger.
15  “As 76 million of us baby boomers move toward our senior
years, ”Janet says, “we, as a nation, need to think about how we are
going to house these 76 million soon-to-be elders. ”
16 All Rothman’ s residents are low- or moderate-income seniors
older than 62, who are able to care for their own basic needs such as
cooking, shopping,and laundry. For $ 485 a month, they get a private
room and bath suite, including utilities and secure parking, and five
home-cooked dinners a week.
17 “When | got here | didn’t expect to stay but a few months, ”says
Harvey Goodman, who found himself living alone in a *'condo. “But,
after 1’d been here a couple months | couldn’t leave because they felt
like family.”
18 “Can | read to you now, baby doll?”Harvey says as he enters
Edith Rappaport’ s room to read “Dear Abby.” Edith has been partially
blind for the last three years. “We all have strengths and weaknesses,
so we help each other out, “Harvey says as he breaks into song.

—_ 8 —



Notes

garbage—worthless matter ;trash

hibiscus—A# /& f , .\ -

green thamb—a specific talent for making plants grow weH '
serenade—P8 (% )/M i

cémnme-a place used for group living

combat—to fight against

chore—a daily or routine task | o

CO-Op—cooperative

gain ground—to make progress

"bregan—étate of the northwest US
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Wisconsin—state of the north-central US
Vermont—state of the northeast US
Baltimore—city of Maryland, on the upper Chesapeake Bay
Los Angeles—i#& 2 HL

convalesent hospital—F & B Bt
institutionalize—to confine in an institution
adept—highly skilled,proficient

from scratch—from the beginning

renovate—to restore to an earlier condition
counsel—to urge the adoption of ;to recommend
21 condo—condominkm A BEER | ' SAK |
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Multiple Choice Questions

1 How many names of persons are mentioned in para. 17
A six B five C four D three
2 It seems the best advantage of home-sharing is ____
A  affording much convenience



B sharing life with others
C an easier way of travelling
D having better services
3 Shared housing gets its funds from__ .
A the government B foundations
C individual contributors D all the above
4  “The United Way”in para. 12 may be the name of ____.
A alarge company B a hospital
C asocial organization D a shared housing program
5 Living at a shared-home ____.
A s free of charge
B may not be secure
C costs within a senior’s capacity
D requires a cerain family support
6 “Baby boomers”(para. 15) may referto .
A small babies
B those in the age of giving birth to babies
C those carrying babies with them
D those having to take care of babies
7 Living with a roommate
A may not be of one’s own free will
B should first get consent from the senior
C s usually refused by seniors
D requires strict health conditions

Fragments of Translation for Reference

1 (para. 5) Is that worth having . ..
WP ERITRAN—, BRI, EAG? REH—FIEE, W
oS E RS A E AR, RE R —L7



2 (para. 11) Janet’s nonprofit agency .. .
Janet B4 3E BRI LM 24 A Lo R A8 M R 4B SUR 638 piy % ] B0 BEUKY A 22
FEARBEEERE,



