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BIGGEST SPIDER

The largest known spider is the goliath bird-eating spider
(Theraphosa leblondi), mainly found in the coastal rainforests of
north-east South America. Two specimens with leg-spans of 28
cm have been reported: one found in Rio Cavro, Venezuela, in
April 1965, and one bred by Robert Bustard of Alyth, Perthshire,
UK, that was measured in Feb 1998,
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2 =5E5T DOGS
The tallest breeds of dog are the

BIGGEST RABBITS
The largest
breed of rabbit is the
Flemish Giant {left of
picture), which
weighs an average of
10 kg.The biggest
rabbit of all time was
a French lop weigh-
ing 12 kg. exhibited
in Spain in April 1980.

Irish Wolthound and the Great Dane.
The tallest dog was Shangret Damzas,
a Great Dane owned by Wendy and
Keith Comley of Milton Keynes, Bucks,
UK. He was 1.054 m tall at the shoul-
der and weighed up fo 108 kg. The
heaviest dog on record was Aicama
Zorba of La Susa, an OId English mas-
tiff owned by Chris Eraclides of
London, UK. He weighed in at 155.58
kg at his heaviest, in Nov 1989,
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BIGGEST PREDATORY FISH

The largest predatory
fish is the rare Great White
shark (Carcharodon
carcharias). Adult speci-
mens average 4.5 m in length and generally weigh around 650 kg.
There is evidence to suggestthat some Great Whites grow to more than 5 i
1 6 m in length,- S Mo eny ]
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BIGGEST LIZARD

Male komodo dragons (Varanus komodoensis)
average 2.25 m in length and weigh about 59 kg. A
komodo on display in St Louls, Missouri, USA, in 1937
was a record 3.1 m long and weighed 166 kg. The
speciles Is found on the Indonesian isfands of Komodo,
Rint{a, Padar and Flores. A specimen Is pictured with
naturalist Terry Fredering [(USA).
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CACTUS

? The largest cac-
| tus is the saguaro
(Cereus giganteus
or Carnegiea
gigantea) found in
the south-western
USA. The green
§ fluted column is sur-
mounted by cande-
labra-like branches rising fo a height of 17.67 m in a
specimen discovered in the Maricopa Mountains, near
Gila Bend, Arizona, USA, on. 17 Jan 1988. The charac-
teristic spines that protect many species of cactus
from animal attack are actually reduced leaves.
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PUMPKIN

Soji Shirai from Ashibetsu City, Japan,
stands next to a pumpkin he grew weighing .
440 kg. An average pumpkin weighs be-
tween 1 and 2 kg. The world’s largest ever
pumpkin was grown by Gary Burke of¥
Simcoe, Ontario, Canada. It weighed 495 §
kg on 3 Oct 1998.
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ONION

Mel Ednie of Anstruther, Fife, UK, grew the world's largest
onion, weighing 7.03 kg, in 1997. Currently, the most success-
ful cultivator of giant veg- etables is Bernard Lavery of
Rhondda, UK, who holds ' world records for the
heaviest cabbage (56.24 kg ), car-
rat.(7.48 kg ) and
courgette (29.25 kg ) and
for the longest corn

cob (92 cm).
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BIGGEST HOTEL

Workers are pictured putting the finishing touches on the 50-tonne lion which stands at
the enfrance fo the MGM Grand Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. The hotel,
which has four 30-storey towers and covers an area of 45.3 ha, is the biggest in the world. it
has 5,005 rooms, 10 restaurants, three lounges, four tennis courts, a 15,222-seat arena and
a 13.3-ha outdoor theme park. Its 15,800-m? casino, which has four separate themed areas,
contains thousands of slot machines. When not gambling or spending their money in the
hotel’ s numerous speciality shops, guests can relax in the pool areq, which is the biggest in Nevada and features a
40-seater spa tub, two waterfalls and a glant fountain.
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BIGGEST STRUCTURE IN SPACE

The International Space Station is the largest struc-
ture in Space. When completed in 2004, it will be
79.9 m long, have a wingspan of 108.6 m and weigh
456 tonnes. It will take 44 launches to complete and
Is the largest international space project ever
undertaken, involving teams from the USA. Russla,
Canada, Japan, Brazil and 11 European countries.
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SAND CASTLES AND SAND SCULPTURES

The world’ s tallest sand castle was made at Duquoin State Fairground,
lllincis, USA, from 26 Aug to 2 Sept 1998 by the Totally In Sand team. It was
7.31 m tall. Under The Guinness Book of Records rules, sand sculptures can be
built with mechanical assistance, but builders of sand casties are restricted to
using hands, buckets and spades. The longest ever sand castle was made by
staff and pupils of Ellon Academy, Aberdeenshire, UK, on 24 March 1988. It
was 8.37 km long. The world’s longest sand sculpture was the GTE Directories
Ultimate Sandcastle, built at Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, USA, on 31 May
1991. It stretched 26.376 km.
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FLOWER SCULPTURE

In 1992 US artist Jeff Koons created Puppy, @ 12.3-m x 5.5-mxé m
sculpture made out of flowers at the Documenta exhibition in Kassel,
Germany. The plants chosen vary according to the climate in which the
piece is exhibited. The work has an internal sprinkling system and 1.5-
m steel rods attached to a frame to create the coat. Koons is re-
nowned for controversial pieces in media including sculpture, ceram-
ics and photography.
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PRODUCTION AIRCRAFT

The production airliner with the greatest volume is the Ukrainian
Antonov An-124 Ruslan, the cargo hold of which has a usable
volume of 1,014 m3 and a maximum take-off weight of 405 tonnes.
The heawy-lift version of the An-124, the An-225 Mriya, has a strefched fuselage providing as much as 1,190 m3 of usable
volume. Its cargo compartment includes an unobstructed 43-m-long hold and has a maximum width and height of 6.
4 m and 4.4 m respectively.
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SUBMARINE

The Russian Akula
submarine, which has the
NATO codename 'Typhoon'
¢ is believed to have an overall
length of 171.5 m and a dis- —
placement of 26,500 tonnes. & 5%

The launch of the first

fo have taken place at the se- FHLRO27MHBNH. AEALI2VARRE LR
cret covered shipyard aft 6% g/ An.

Severoavinsk on the White Sea

on 23 Sept 1980. At present, POWERFUL CAR

six Akula submarines are said The most powerful production car currently on
fo be in service, each of them the market is the McLaren F1 6.1, which develops

| armed with 20 multiple war- in excess of 627 bhp. The vehicle can accelerate
head SS-N-20 missiles with a to 96 km/h in 3.2 seconds.

range of 8,300 km.
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VIRTUAL-REALITY MARINE SIMULATION

A girl shakes hands with a turtle-shaped robot at Expo 98,
held in#Lisbon,
Portugal. The exhibi-
tion was the setting for
the world’ s biggest
ever virtual-reality ma-
rine simulation. Visiting
‘divers’ could ex-
plore the Atlantic,
Pacific, Indian and
Antarctic oceans by
means of a VR head-
set and an Onyx 2
supercomputer.
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NETWORKED ROLE-PLAYING GAME

With each of its 10 servers able to hold 2,500 players at the same time,
Origin® s Ultima Online is the largest multiplayer networked role-playing
game in the world. At present, up to 14,000 players take part each day, many of them staying on-line for up to four hours
at a fime. In its first three months on the market, it sold 100,000 copies. With 32,000 interacting ‘Inhabitants’, 15 major
cities, nine sites of religious significance and at least seven dungeons, Britannia (the setting for Ultima Online) is the
largest parallel universe on the internet. With more inhabitants joining daily, and with enormous regions of this parallel
universe left to explore, Britannia seems likely to grow ever larger.
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SEARCH ENGINE

The biggest _
search engine is |

AltaVista, with 150 mil-
lion indexed pages. Ifs
closest rival is North-
ern Light, which has
125 million pages.
AltaVista is also the
most popular search
engine, with more
than 21 million users
and in excess of 1 bil-
lion page views every
month worldwide.
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[ MOBILE PHONE COVERAGE

In May 1998 the Iridium mobile phone network
launched its final five communications satellites, bringing
the size of its fleet up to 66 spacecraft — the largest
number of networked communications satellites in
existence. The systemn, which is to be operated and main-
fained on behalf of Iridium by Motorola, provides the
world’ s widest mobile phone coverage. The phones are
q little larger than normal mobiles and the Iridium network allows users to make calls
from anywhere on the surface of the planet. Pictured is a refugee from Kosovo at a
camp in Macedonia using an Iridium satellite phone to contact relatives.
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BIGGEST SCIEN- '
TIFIC INSTRUMENT el WAL ]
The largest REALT770% 2 B & 4
scientific instru- - iﬁ e E R BT
ment is the Large AR RBELEDRLS
Electron Positron ,‘: SR AT kA
(LEP) storage ring AR L322 R.HTR
at CERN, Geneva, FhE DD T i
Switzerland, which by I 4
is 27 kmin EST LAUNCH - i e
circumference. The noise cr \ ‘ ,l "
The ring itself has by the launch of the i 1
a diameter of 3.8 manned Apollo 4 on'9 was so gr in‘ that the
m. Over 60,000 resulting air-pressure wave was detected at the Lamont-
fonnes of techni- Doherty Geological Observatory 1,770 km away. The
cal equipment reverberations from the launch also caused the roof to be
have been in- torn from the press site 4.8 km away. Subsequent Saturn
sfalled in the tun- V launches were muifled in order to reduce noise levels.
nel and its eight
working zones.
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-SELLING NEWS MAGAZINE
Time, which was launched in 1923, had
a circulation of 4.06 million, for the six
months ending Dec 1998 in the US alone.
Time I/nc has
built up a large
: : newsgathering
E‘:ﬁ F fm’i organization
ALl h.l La-HMJ and owns other
I best-selling
| magazines, in-
| cluding Fortune,
| Life and People.
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[ EXPENSIVE ANIMATED FILM

DreamWorks' The Prince Of Egypt (USA,
1998) cost $60 million to make. It was in pro-
duction for four years and was worked on by
350 artists and animators. The four-minute Red
Sea sequence alone took 350,000 working
hours to complete.
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EXPENSIVE STRAIGHT-TO-TV

FILM
Dominique Swain (right) pla
adaptation of Lolita (USA, 1997).
was the most expensive film to a
rights were bought by cable co
the film controversially failed to ga
It was first shown on US TV on 2 A
cinemas a month later.

8 million, it
glcvision. US
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BIGGEST-SELLING HEAVY ROCK ALBUM IN THE UK
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[ SCREEN AT A CONCERT

The sef for U2° s 1997 PopMart tour featured
the world’ s largest LED
(light-emitting diodes)
screen. Measuring 16.7 x
51.8 m, the screen showed
animation and pop art
masterpieces. U2 (whose
singer Bono is pictured]
were originally identified
with guitar-based anthems
but by the 1990s were ex-
penmenhng with samplers,
q::nce rhythms and visual
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Bat Out Of Hell by Meat Loaf has sold more than 2.1 million
copies in the UK since 1978. The first collaboration between Meat
Loaf (real name Marvin Lee Aday) and writer/producer Jim Steinman,
it had spent 472 weeks on the UK album chart by April 1999. Later
successes included Dead Ringer (1981) and Bat Out Of Hell |I: Back
Into Hell (1993), which spawned the single I'd Do Anything For Love
(But | Won’t Do'That), the best-selling single in the UK that year.
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ARTS FESTIVAL

The annual Edinburgh Fringe Festival, UK, began in 1947 and saw its
busiest year in 1993, when 582 groups gave a total of 14,108 perfor-
mances of 1,643 shows between 15 Aug and 4 Sept. Although all kinds of
performance art are represented on the programme, the Fringe has
become particularly popular in recent years for its comedy and cabaret
acts, such as the Kamikaze Freak Show. The Fringe runs alongside the
‘official” Festival, which concentrates on international theafre and clas-
sical music.
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BIGGEST POKER PRIZE

Huck Seed (right) of Las Vegas, Nevada, USA, won a pot of $2.3 million from
Dr Bruce Van Horn (left) of Ada, Oklahoma, USA, en route fo winning the 27th
annual World Series poker championship on 16 May 1996. Seed s first-place
finish in the $10,000 Buy-in No-limit Texas Holdem competition also earned him
a prize of $1 million. Van Horn won a $585,000 runner-up prize. An engineer-
ing student, Seed took a leave of absence from university in 1989, began
making money as a professional poker player, and never returned to his
studies.
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BIGGEST INDIVIDUAL LOTTERY WIN

Maria Grasso, a childminder from Boston,
Massachusetts, USA, won the $197-million Big Game
Jackpot in the Massachusetts Lottery in April 1999 —
the largest ever win by an individual.
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BIG WHEEL

The British Airways London Eye, de-
signed by London architects David Marks
and Julia Barfield, is scheduled to be un-
veiled at Jubilee Gardens, London, UK, in
Jul 2000. When it is completeq, it will be
136.1 m tall with a diameter of 135 m.
Each of the 32 capsules will be able to carry up to 25 passengers, giving views over a 48.28-km radius. The wheel
will be the fourth biggest structure in London.
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ALL-WEATHER INDOOR WATER PARK
The Ocean Dome is part of a leisure resort at Miyazaki on the island of Kyushu, Japan. The park is 300 m long, 100
m wide and 38 m fall, and has a 140-m-long beach made up of polished crushed marble from China. The Ocean Dome
IS @ popular destination for honeymoon couples and can accommodate a maximum of 10,000 people at one time, with
a constant air temperature within the complex of 30°¢ and a water temperature of 28°¢c. It also contains the world”s
largest t;vcve-mok/ng machine, capable of producing waves up to 2.5 m high.




