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Summary of Reading Skills

Note: all chapters contain practice in the reading skills of prediction and main idea and in
the critical thinking skill of fornudating an opinon and supporting it.

Study Skills

Chapter Reading Skills & Vocabulary Focus on Testing
one * guessing meaning from * words in context + following directions
context: punctuation, s scanning for information
synonyms, clues in
another sentence
* finding topic sentences
* pronoun reference
two * guessing meaning from * parts of speech * guessing meaning from
context: examples, * related words context
opposites, details * dictionary use
* distinguishing general * scanning for information
and specific ideas
three * guessing meaning from » words in categories * increasing reading
context: abbreviations * parts of speech: suffixes speed: reading in
(e.g., i.e.,) part of speech for nouns and adjectives phrases
* topics and topic *» scanning
sentences
* pronoun reference
four * guessing meaning from ¢ adjective and noun * increasing reading
context: review phrases speed: reading in
* topics and topic * compound words phrases/left-to-right eye
sentences * scanning movement
* analyzing sentence '
structure: parallelism
five * guessing meaning from * suffixes (nouns, verbs, + analogies
context: review adverbs)
* figuring out the main * prefixes
idea when there is no * dictionary use: words
topic sentence with more meaning
* summarizing
six * guessing meaning from * outlining * making inferences’
context; literal and * idioms
figurative meanings * scanning

increasing reading speed

Summary of Reading Skills




Chapter

Reading Skilis

Study Skills
& Vocabulary

Focus on Testing

seven

guessing meaning from
context: review

making inferences
synthesizing information

outlining

idioms

categories of words
prefixes and suffixes
word roots
vocabulary learning
methods

comprehension
questions

eight

guessing meaning from
context: writing defini-
tions

finding words that fit
definitions

making inferences

outlining

words with similar
meanings

dictionary use
connotation

increasing reading speed

multiple-choice tests

distinguishing facts from
theories
making inferences

words with similar
meanings

categories (content
areas)

word roots and affixes
marking a book
summarizing

guessing meaning from
context

ten

guessing vocabulary
from context: review
making inferences
distinguishing facts from
theories

applying information

word categories

word roots and affixes
outlining
summarizing

analogies

eleven

guessing vocabulary
from context: finding
words that fit definitions
recognizing time
relationships
distinguishing facts from
opinions

tolerating ambiguity of
meaning
hyphenated words

figurative language

twelve

guessing vocabulary
from context: writing
definitions

making inferences

categories of words
outlining

comprehension
questions

‘Summaryof Reading Skills
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Education and

Student Life
HENFELEE

The first reading selection discusses some
differences between the educational system
in much of Asia and the system in the United
States and Canada. The second selection
discusses how college students in the United
States today are different from those of the
past. The last part of the chapter teaches
you how to find information quickly in an
application form and a letter from an
American school in Los Angeles.




Method of Education:
FEast Versus West

Before You Read
Getting Started

Look at the picturcs and discuss them.
1. Where is each scene taking place? What is happening?
2. Compare the methods of education in the two pictures at the top of page 3 with

the methods in the two pictures on this page.
3. Which type of class do you prefer? Why?

w

Lo J'-

Mosaic Il « Reading



L G el it

Preparing to Read

As you read the following selection, think about the answer to this question. How
is the educational system in most Asian countrie$ different from the system in
Western countries such as the United States and Canada?

Read the following selection quickly. Do not use a dictionary. Then do the
exercises that follow the reading.

=\ | Methods of Education: East Versus West

A A teacher from a Western country recently visited an elementary
school'in an Asian country. in one class, she watched’sixty young children
as they learned to draw a cat. The class teacher drew a big circle on the
blackboard, and sixty children copied it on their papers. The teacher drew
a smaller circle on top of’the first and then put two triangles on top of it.
The children drew in the same way* The lesson continued until’there were
sixty-one identical cats in the classroom. Each student’s cat looked exactly
like’the one on the board.

B The visiting teacher was startled by’the lesson. She was surprised
because the teaching methods were very different from* the ways of
teaching in her own country. A children’s art lesson’in her own country

Chapter | » Education and Student Life 3




produced a room full of ‘unique pictures, each one completely different
from the others. Why? What causes this difference in educational
methods? In a classroom in any country, the instructor teaches more than
art or history or language. He or she also teaches culture (the ideas and
beliefs of that society). Each educational system is a mirror that reflects
the culture of the society.

In a Western society such as the United States or Canada, which has
many national, religious, and cultural differences!' people highly value®
individualism—the differences among people—and independent thinking.
Teachers place a lot of importance on the qualities’that make each student
special. The educational systems in these countries show these values.
Students do not often memorize information. Instead, they work individ-
vally and find answers themselves, and they express their ideas in class
discussion. At an early age, students learn to form their own ideas and
opinions.

In most Asian societies, by contrast, the people have the same
language, history, and culture. Perhaps for this reason, the educational
system in much of Asia reflects society’s belief in group goals‘and tradi-
tions rather than individualism. Children in China, Japan, and Korea often
work together and help one another on assignments. In the classroom, the
teaching methods are often very formal. The teacher lectures, and the
students listen. There is not much discussion. Instead, the students recite
rules or information that they have memorized.

There are advantages and disadvantages to both these systems of
education. For example, one advantage to the system in Japan is that
students there learn the social skill of cooperation—of working together.
Another advantage is that they learn much more math and science than
American students learn by the end of high school. They also study more
hours each day and more days each year than North Americans do. The
system is difficult, but it prepares students for a society that values disci-
pline and self-control*There is, however, a disadvantage. Memorization is
an important learning method in Japanese schools, yet many students
say that after an exam, they forget much of the information that they have
memorized.

The advantage of the educational system in North America, on the
other hand, is that students learn to think for themselves. They learn to
take the initiativé—to make a decision and take action without someone
telling them what to do. The system prepares them for a society that
values creative ideas. There is, however, a drawback, a disadvantage.
When students graduate from high school, they haven't studied as many
basic rules and facts as students in other countries have.
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