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You know human nature frail and weak,

life is one step short of death.

In the basket of life are placed absurdities and chicken’s eggs,
mysteries and prairie fires, comics and beer,

and a bunch of withered yellow roses as well.

You fear death. She is your ultimate mistress.

You know the distance is very short between human and beast.
Half of a man is an angel and the other half a demon.
Half wings can not lift to fly.

You know a scientist found a secret:

Genes are selfish. Thereupon your sword of vengeance
is directed at yourself
He is your sole opponent.

The sea of lust is boundless as you know.

The insanity of human nature lies not in hysteria.
Sometimes, insanity is only a deathly silence

and a tranquil graveyard.

You want to escape.

You are afraid art is infected with the same disease.
You know your head and hands choose the betrayed.
Only the dreamland is new for ever.

Xu Deming
in summer, 1989
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preface

Secrat Confessions
about Life

You know life is a lonely passing traveller.

She accidentally descends in the wilderness of fate,
stops under a bare tree,

gives convulsions for a while,

then mysteriously vanishes.

You know language is poorly monotonous,

and by no way close to the soul.

The perplexities of existence inevitably disturb

the daily mood of mortals.

You know vexation is only a slice of life game.

You sympathize with yourself as with an innocent beetle.

A beautiful toad is fertilized happily in Shanghai, Athens,
Vancouver, Paris, Los Angeles, Sydney, Viadivostok and Bombay;
Your bread is pessimistic.

Your umbrella is black as deep as the sky.

The mystic island ot art floats without a trace.
You wail on the island shedding tears and words
over a she-wolf's repentance.

The drifting bottle —— all your yearnings

are concentrated below the stopper.

The sea is reducing, arching up its back

and stretching out its bloody paws.
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Zheng Jie, a young poetess, was
born on Dec. 10, 1961, in Shanghai.
“China. *

In 1984, she graduated from the
Chinese Language and Literature
Depariment of East China Normal
University. She is now a language
teather at a secondary technical
school run by the Civil Aviation
Administmtion ¢f China.

Her poems havebeen published
in a collection entitled The Change-
able Female. She is now a member
of Chinese Writers’' Association’
(Shanghai Branch).
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