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Section I Dialogues

1. Study the dialogue carefully and retell it with your partner in class.

At a Travel Agent's

Zhang: Welcome to our agency. May I help you?

John: I’'m John, John Smith.

Zhang: Sit down please, Mr. Smith.
John: Thank you. As we all know, Shanghai is an economic center in China and has

many tourist attractions as well. This is my first visit to Shanghai. Could you

please give me some information on Shanghai, Miss Zhang?

Zhang: With pleasure. Here is a set of our information leaflets on Shanghai for you. It

covers almost everything that visitors would like to know.
John: Many thanks. I'd like to be taken on a city tour. Could you give me some

suggestions?

Zhang: Yes, of coursz. We will have two tours by coach tomorrow. One in the morn-

ing and the other in the afternoon. Which one do you prefer?

L T v e s

John:

Let me see. I want to visit Yu Garden and Pudong
New Area. They say, “You haven’t been to Shang-

hai without seeing these places.”

: That’s right, Mr. Smith. Those two scenic spots are

within the schedule of the afternoon tour.
That’s good. Then [ will choose the afternoon tour.

: Should I add your name to the list of this tour now?

Yes, thank you.

: We’ll pick you up at two by your hotel. Is that Ok?

Fine. Two at the hotel. Should I pay for the tour

now?

: Yes. If it is convenient for you.

Do you accept credit cards, Miss Zhang?

: What kind of cards do you have?

American Express.

a
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Zhang: We accept that one. Shall I have it printed?

John: Yes. Here you are.

Zhang: Excuse me. Just wait a moment, please. ... I’'m sorry to have kept you waiting.
This is your card, Mr. Smith. Could you sign your name here?

John: Ok. Is that all right?

Zhang: Yes, thank you. Is there anything else I can do for you?

John: No, thanks. See you tomorrow afternoon.

Zhang: See you then. Good-bye.

John: Good-bye.

2. Make a dialogue with your partner, using the words and expressions

given below.

travel agent talk about the itinerary

tourist attractions historic relics

climb mountains geological wonders

beautiful landscape: fascinating scenery

show great interest in local culture

social customs When in Rome, do as the Romans do.
go swimming and fishing happy (unhappy) experiences

learn some local dialects make friends (with)

can’t tear ourselves away from regarded as our second hometown
have a wonderful time leave a deep impression on

L T S S

Section II Oral Practice (1)

1. Read the passage below carefully and then answer the questions based
on your knowledge of the passage.

1) What do you think of “Travel is, at its best, a solitary activity”? Why?

2) Do you like to go traveling alone? Why or why not?

3) Could you please tell us about the advantages and disadvantages of group travel

L' ]
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- according to your experiences?
4) What does it mean “they crowd your impressions with their own”? Would you give
us some examples?
5) If you had to face a robber, what would you do to prevent yourself getting hurt?

.........................

Travel is at its best a solitary activity: to see, to examine, to

assess, you have to be alone and undisturbed. Other peopie can
mislead you; they crowd your impressions with their own; if they are
W companionable they obstruct your view, and if they are boring, they
break the silence and shatter your concentration with “oh, look, it's
raining”, and “you see a lot of trees here”. It is hard to see clearly or
to think straight in the company of other people. The perceptions
that are necessary to writing are difficuit to manage when someone
! close by is thinking out loud. | am diverted, but it is discovery, not
diversion, that | seek. Travel is not a vacation, and it is often the

opposite of a rest. “Have a nice time”, people often say to me at my
send-off. It is not precisely what | have hoped for. | have a strong
desire for a little risk, some danger, an unfortunate event, a vivid
discomfort, an experience of my own company, and in a modest way,
the romance of solitude. This | think might be mine on the train to
where | plan to go.

However, traveling on your own can be terribly lonely, and it is
usually not understood by Japanese who, coming across you smiling,
tend to say things like “where is the rest of
your team?” | think of evening in the hotel
room in the strange city. My diary has been
brought up to date; | long for company; What
do | do? | don’t know anyone here, so | go
out and walk and discover the streets of the




