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ABSTRACT

The study of the ideas about culture of technology is an
important aspect in the study of the philosophy of technolo-
gy. This book tries to make an approach to the five ideas
about the culture of technology that have ever influenced
modernization of technology in China, and tries to reveal
the key functions that the ideas of culture of technology
have ever played in the development of China’s technology.
And this book aims at finding out a sort of corresponding
policy against technological real problems and promoting
modernization of both technology and culture.

It is pointed, in this book: there is a sharp contrast be-
tween the Chinese traditional viewpoint of “unity of Heaven
with human” and the Western idea of“Conquering Nature”
in the development of technology. The ideological tendency
of “fighting the Heaven and Earth”, that arose in the 1950’
s and 1960’ s of China was nothing but a special product in
the course of specific conversion of the modern culture, and
also a result of contact and impact between the Chinese cul-
ture and the Western culture. So far, this tendency has is-

sued a kind of potential affection of people’s environmental
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awareness and their duty of environmental protection. In
order to realize a good harmony of the technological progress
with the relation between Heaven and human, we should
not only bring into full play the rational factors of China’s
traditional idea about the relation between Heaven and hu-
man, but also make a careful analysis of the basic ideal char-
acters that the modern technology possesses, so that the de-
veloping mode of “green technology” will be able to take
shape.

This book has also touched something about the inter-
action between the social cultural bases and the application
of techniology, pointing out the historical change of the re-
lation between the bases and the application, and at the
same time, showing the contradiction between the bases
and the application in the course of modernization of tech-
nology, and, in particular, the contradiction between the
technological advance and economic foundation, the enter-
prise system, and the form of technological organization.
Only if we are aware of the interaction and the contradic-
tions mentioned above, can we f{ind the way to mediate and
modulate the reaction between the bases and the applica-
tion, and can we, in the end, establish a sort of energetic
and vigourous forms of technological organization with Chi-

na’s characteristics.
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This book, on the other hand, has made a concrete
analysis of the technology restricted by ethical norms and
propositions, which exist in the cultural traditions of both
China and Western countries. Also this book reveals the ac-
tual expressions of that how the applications of technology
separated itself from the restriction of ethics. The basis rea-
sons which cause this separation are due to the “gap” locat-
ed in the course of transfer from the ethical other-discipline
to self-discipline, and from the person morals to the social
morals in the period of economic transformation, and *tech-
nicalization” of ethics in the traditional culture of China. On
the ground of above analysis, the book suggests some neces-
sary measures of promoting appropriate combination of tech-
nology and intuitive knowledge.

This book has also pointed out that in China the tradi-
tional idea about technology has been to lay emphasis “on
man and his ability rather than on material”, while the
Western traditional idea just goes contrary. However, both
of the two ideas have appeared the reverse tendency to a
certain extent in modern technological development. The
book mentions the problem that arise in many enterprises
about attaching too much important to renewing equipments
but ignoring technological and skilled training. It is firmly

held that the intellectual economy has ushered in a new era
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in which should be set up a novel program that reflects the
relationship between man and material, and that should be
realized a reasonable use of man-power resources and a prop-
er progress of man-power quality.

This book has talked about the pattern of man’s think-
ing and that of man’s behavior in the development of tech-
nology, and analysed the two different types of technology:
empirical technology and reasonable technology, and dis-
cussed their merits and demerits respectively. The book
points out what a reasonable mode the relation between the
two types of technology should rely on, and what negative
affections should be produced by their unreasonable mutual
penetration. The book tires to find suitable solutions for the
above problems.

Finally, this book points out that modernization of
technology is one of the important components of modern-
ization of societal culture. Meanwhile, modernization of
technology and that of culture always advances parallel and
helps each other forward. Only if we evaluate and assess,
from the cultural angle of view, modulate and develop tech-
nology, can we in China possibly realize the true moderniza-
tion of technology characterized by a continuous develop-

ment.
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