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Reading Skill: Context Clue to Word Meaning I

What would you do when you come across a new word in your reading? You take
a guess, then read on, because you expect the writer to give you some clues to the
meaning of the new word. Actually, the meanings of many words will be clear from
context — the words or sentences before or after the item you do not know. You can
figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word by looking for clues provided by context.
For example, if you did not know the word “context” but finished reading the previous
sentence, you will have comprehended well enough what it means: “the words or
sentences before or after the item you do not know.”

Context sometimes provides definition clues. Consider: “Linguistics, the scientific
study of language, is very important for language students.” Notice the italicized word
is clearly defined. Besides the formal definition, the writer may also give explanation
after such punctuation marks as comma (,), dash (—) or within parentheses. Consider:
“Some good readers find it helpful to use their sense to visualize — or picture — what
they read.” Using information provided in the context, you will have some idea of the
meaning of the italicized word “visualize”: “to form a picture of something in the
mind.”

Context sometimes gives example clues. Consider: “Like horses, human beings
have a variety of gaits; they amble, stride, jog and sprint.” Notice several examples are
given to shed light on the meaning of the italicized word “gait”: “a way of walking.” In
the sentences with example clues, the examples are usually signaled by certain words or
phrases like such as, including, for example, for instance or to illustrate. Consider:
“Phobias, such as fear of height, fear of water, or fear of crowds, can be eliminated
through conditioning.” With the help of the example clues given by the context, you
can quite easily guess the meaning of the italicized word: “a strong, unnatural, and
usually unreasonable fear.”

Although context clues are useful in discovering the meaning of an unknown word,
there are some limitations to this approach. The meaning you get from the context may
be vague or general. Sometimes there is too much unfamiliar language to allow you to
use the context. While you don't interrupt your reading to look up new words in a
dictionary, you may still want to check your guess if you find that some word is used
often, and seems to be an important one in your field. In such cases, mark the unknown

words when you are reading, and look them up later.



Unit 1 University Student Life

Section A

Directions: You are expected to study this section in class. Don 't preview.

¥ Word Pretest

For each italicized word, choose the best meaning below.

1. After graduation, he decided on law as his profession.

A. field B. skill
C. special interest D. occupation
2. Housekeeping involves cooking, washing dishes, sweeping, and cleaning.
A ties B. includes
C. contains D. lists
3. He explored three continents by boat.
A. traveled to enjoy B. traveled to find out
C. traveled alone D. traveled with other people
4. As she turned the knob, the sound in the room diminished.
A. became sharper B. became louder
C. became weaker D. became harsher
5.1 urged him to take a week off to study drawing.
A. spoke B. asked

B. adwvised D. tried hard to persuade



6. She won an award for her excellent academic performance.

A. acting B. speech
C. exhibition D. activity
7. The teacher couldn’t keep discipline in his classroom. The students are very noisy
while he is speaking.
A control B. silence
C. training D. punishment
8. Three railwaymen were sacked because they would not join a union.
A. employed B. dismissed
C. hired D. lost
9. They lingered over their meals.
A. finished quickly B. enjoyed
C. finished slowly D. disliked
10. I hated the big formal dances and felt very awkward.
A. pleasant B. happy
C. uncomfortable D. boring
€ Text
On Being a Student

Going up to university to study for a degree means you have decided to study
professionally, rather than as an amateur; so being a student is now your profession for
at least the next four years.

This involves a change of attitude in many ways. Although the process has been
going on since you went to middle school, the biggest change is going to take place.
Now, instead of taking several subjects, you have chosen one major subject because
you find it interesting and worth exploring further. The choice was yours. You also
have before you the goal of getting a degree. The degree, and the stages you have to
pass through to achieve it, give you motivation, even though it may become weak from
time to time, and not all parts of the course will be exciting; a sure way to lose interest
is to do too little work. It is a law of diminishing returns — the less work you do, the
less interest you will have and the more bored you will become. So regular work is
needed to keep up your interest as well as to keep pace with new work.

Another change is in the relationship with those who teach you. This may well
have changed during middle school and high school, but now the whole context is
different. You are no longer forced to stay in school all day, and apart from your class
time, you organize your own time and place for studying. You are there to study (an
active process) rather than to be taught (passive). Your teachers may or may not urge



you, but they do want you to share their interest in the subject and they want you to
succeed.

The teacher works as your coach or trainer. If you were becoming a professional
tennis player or musician, you would expect your coach to look out for ways of
improving your performance, and to criticize your work all the time; you would be silly
to feel fed up about this — in fact you would sack your coach if s/he just said
everything was fine. So if you get work back with a poorer mark than you expected
and with various criticisms, don't feel discouraged by this; if you don't understand what
is wrong and how to improve, then ask your teacher to explain and don't be satisfied
-until you do understand.

Professionalism involves discipline. Nobody becomes or remains a professional
pianist or football player without putting in hours of regular practice. They have to
learn to use time well, and they practice to improve their skills.

Some activities, like reading, writing, note-taking, speaking and discussing are
basic to studying. Make sure that you are doing these efficiently.

Efficient reading is part of your training. Many of us keep on reading the same way
we did in primary school. Since it is a learned skill we can change it and relearn it. By
taking this course, you will learn how to read fast — how to read with your eyes rather
than your throat, how to avoid lingering lovingly over words like "of" and "the", and
how to keep what you read.

Poor handwriting is a disadvantage. It makes your own notes slower to read, and it
is hard for those like teachers who have to read your work. Unless you have a physical
disability, you can reform it: try practicing on the notes you make in a slow and boring
lecture — it will strengthen your interest and is of more use than talking in class!

Note-taking is done for yourself, not for anyone else, so make your notes easy to
read, economical and pleasing to the eye. Vary, or change, the arrangement on the page
to suit the material (diagrams, columns, underlining), use colored pens to give you a
color code (system) for different topics, or just to catch the eye and make things stand
out. Work out your own shorthand speedwriting.

Grouyp discussions give you a chance to train yourself to speak and discuss more
effectively. They will fail in their purpose if you keep silent — and if you start off this
way, the harder it will become to get out of the situation of being the non-speaking
member of the group. In the future you are almost certainly going to have to be good at
speaking, so get into the way of talking about your subject now. This is actually more
fun than sitting being silently miserable because you are not saying anything. Nobody
will think what you say is foolish. Everyone will be thankful not to face awkward

silence.

Total words: 771
Total reading time: minutes seconds

The text is based on "Student Services Information," King's College London.
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€ Reading Skill: Context Clues to Word Meaning
Guess what the italicized word or phrase means in each sentence. Underline the
words which you think define the italicized word or phrase.

1. It is a Jaw of diminishing return—the less work you do, the less interest you will
have and the more bored you will become.

2. Use colored pens to give you a color code (system) for different topics.

3. This revision should be cumulative — adding a bit to the total at a time, covering
briefly all the work done so far in the term.

4. Put it in a prominent, or noticeable, place in your room, or carry it with you.

5. A carrel is a small table with “walls” around three sides.

6. Some students prefer one kind of lighting, one kind of table or desk, and one kind of
chair. Other students prefer a different kind of lighting and furniture.

7. Although there are formal lectures during which the student has a passive role (i.e.,
listening and taking notes), many courses are organized around classroom discussions,

student questions, and informal lectures.

8. The “honor system” demands that the student be honest in all areas of school work.

& Reading Comprehension
According to the text, decide whether each of the following statements is true or

false. Write T in front of the true statement and F in front of the false one.

1. A university student has a major subject to study.

2. Sometimes you lose interest for a course simply because you have not done

much work in it.
3. It may be a good thing to receive criticism on the homework from the teacher.

4. Sportsmen and musicians need to spend much time in practicing; students

don’t need it.
5. Poor handwriting can make trouble for both the writer and the reader.

6. Sometimes students will talk in class if they are bored.

7. Sitting silently in class can be miserable. .
8. In group discussion, you’d better keep silent if you are not sure about the topic

because what you say may seem foolish to your classmates.

|



€ Vocabulary Building

© Word Match

Match the following words with their definitions within each group of five words.

amateur
major
various
panic
consolidate

assignment
biological
flexible
strenuous
master

recreation
estimate
routine
priority
relaxation

different

sudden fear ‘
nonprofessional
strengthen

main

of living things

stressful; requiring effort and energy
overall

not fixed

homework

rest

first concern

calculate roughly

regular; usual

way of spending free time

Complete the sentences by using the words above. Change the forms if necessary.

1. My plans are . I can change them if necessary.

2. My friend is a(n) musician. He spends almost all his spare time playin
the violin.

3. He was filled with when he saw the monster.

4 Todayisa day for me. I rearranged my furniture in my bedroom.

5. As students we must give to our study. We should finish our homework
before we go to the movies.

6. Doing morning exercises is part of my work.

@ Suffix
Many verbs end in suffix -ize. Study the examples, and then list some verbs that end

in this suffix in the space provided. Add more if you can.

Suffix Examples

-1ze

-ize 1. 2.

realize, organize, criticize, characterize

3. 4. 5.




Many adverbs end in the suffix -ly. Study the examples, and then list some adverbs
that end in this suffix in the space provided. Add more if you can.

suffix examples

-ly efficiently, certainly, professionally

-ly 1. 2. » 3. 4. 5

6. 7. 8. 9 10.

Fill in each of the blanks with a given word in its proper form.
Before playing the new game, yourself with the rules. (familiar)
Can you how big this company will be in ten years’ time? (visual)
She did not have to be so angry; I asked her name. (mere)

Don’t the situation. (ideal)

I don’t know whether we still need to revise the plan; our boss is going to
it tonight. (final)

Most people think that we have more natural resources than we need, but it is not
true. (necessary)

There are people who are strong but mentally weak. (physical)

8. Tom is a good student; all his teachers speak of him. (high)

Vs

o

~

@ Cloze

Fill in each of the blanks with a word given below.

their respected favorable changes role help
professors  expect authority need several his

Many instructors believe that an informal, relaxed classroom environment is

to learning. It is not uncommon for students to have easygoing and friendly

relationships with professors. The casual professor is not necessarily a poor

one and is still by students. Although students may be in a subordinate

position, some treat them as equals. However, no matter how friendly
professors would like to be, they still are in a position of _ .

Professors may establish social relationships with students outside of the
classroom, but in the classroom they keep the instructor’s . A professor may
have coffee one day with students but the next day them to meet a deadline
for the submission of a paper or to be prepared for a discussion or an exam. The
professor may give extra attention outside of class to a student in of help but
probably will not treat him or her differently when it comes to evaluating school work.
Professors have roles in relation to students; they may be counselors and
friends as well as teachers. Students must realize that when a teacher's role ,
they must properly change their behavior and attitudes.



Section B

Directions: Please read this section before you come to class.

& Text
Getting the Best Value for Time

Are you satisfied with what you achieve in the hours spent studying, or do you
wonder where all the time has gone, without much to show for it? How hard are you
really working? Here are some hints to help you make the most of your study time. ~

I. EFFECTIVE LEARNING

1. Review lecture notes as soon after a lecture as possible. Half an hour spent while
the lecture is still fresh in your mind will do more to help you to develop an
understanding of what you have heard and remember it than twice the time later on. It
can be helpful to go over new work with other students to check that you have grasped
all the points.

2. If you have been given an essay or assignment to do, note accurately what is
required and start it when your memory of it is clear.

3. Revise and review regularly. Set regular weekly times to review the work in each
course. This revision should be cumulative — adding a bit to the total at a time,
covering briefly all the work done so far in the term. This way you will consolidate the

groundwork and avoid panic before exams.

4. When you revise, space out the time devoted to any one topic. You will learn
more in six one hour periods spread over one week than in one six hour period.

5. Limit your blocks of study to 2 hours on any one topic or type of work. After 1
1/2 to 2 hours of intensive study you begin to tire and concentration weakens. Take a
break at some "achievement point" (end of a chapter, solving a problem, etc.) and then
changing to another part of the course or another type of work (e.g., from reading to
writing) will provide the change necessary to keep up your efficiency.

6. Find out the best times for working for yourself. Some times may be better than
others for different types of work and also for your own biological clock: if you tend to
feel sleepy in the afternoon, this may not be the best time to try to read history or work
out math problems. You may think that working into the early hours suits you, but
does it fit in with an early class next morning? You are likely to feel tired next day and

so gain nothing!



HO. PRACTICAL STEPS

1. Plan a program of balanced activities. University life has many aspects which are
important for getting full benefit from your time here. Some activities have fixed time
requirements (e.g., classes, meetings, sport), others are more flexible (e.g., recreation,
relaxation, study time, personal matters, eating, sleeping).

2. Plan how you will use your study time. Knowing what you are going to do and
when saves a lot of time spent on making decisions, false starts, retracing your steps to
get the books you need, etc. Commit yourself to studying a particular assignment at a
particular time.

3. Study at a regular time and in a regular place. You will learn to associate that
time and place with working. This is after all what the world's workers have to do.

4. Trade time and don't steal it. When something unexpected happens and takes up
time you had planned for study, decide immediately how you can make ‘up the study

missed.

5. Give yourself rewards for work completed on time (e.g., 2 hours solid work = 1
cup of tea or coffee; essay completed = 1 hour's TV). After a strenuous evening
finishing an essay or a set of problems, allow yourself "unwinding time" before bed.

III. PLANNING TIME

Working out a time-table will not turn you into a perfectly efficient person, but
having a plan and sticking to it for a few weeks can help you to form better study habits
and actually to save time, so that in the end you have more free time than before. Here
is a way to plan your time which is flexible and practical.

1. Make out a master time-table for the term, marking your fixed commitments only:
classes, society meetings, sport, etc. Make it clear and attractive as you will have to

look at it for a long time.

2. Draw up a weekly work program based on your present work assignments and
study commitments: take a blank postcard or file card and divide it up, and then list:
a. your work assignments and study commitment for the week;
b. estimated amount of time needed for each of these;
c. dates when the work is due or when it is to be done. Include routine reading and
revising as well as set work.

Put it in a prominent, or noticeable, place in your room, or carry it with you. A
good time to prepare this might be Sunday evening as you plan the week ahead.



3. Make a daily "shopping list" of things you have to do next day and when you will
do them. Use a small card which will can be put into a pocket where 1t is easily found.
The best time to prepare this is before going to bed. Include everything you have to do
next day, not just work but posting a friend's birthday card, going to the launderette,

etc.

Having prepared your cards and planned out your work, stick to your program.
Cross out each item as you deal with it. If you give study hours top priority, the

remaining hours will be really free.

A journey of a thousand miles starts with the first step (Chinese proverb).

Total words: 926
Total reading time: minutes seconds

The text is based on "Student Services Information," King's College London.

€ Reading Comprehension
Circle the letter of the best answer.

1. This article is mainly about ____
A. where you should study
B. what you should study
C. when you should study
D. why you should study
2. Which of the following statements is true?
A. To review notes soon after class is more effective than to do it later on.
B. To review notes soon after class is just as effective as to do it later on,
C. To review notes soon after class will save you half an hour.
D. You will spend half an hour more time on your review if you do it long after
the class.
3. If you have three subjects to review in three days, the best method is
A. to review one subject a day
B. to divide the time equally between the three subjects in each day
C. to review whatever you like
D. to review the most difficult subject in three days
4. The best time to work out math problems is

A. 1in the early hours
B. in the aftermoon

10



C. in the morning
D. no answer from'the text ,
S. If a student has friends visiting him at a time when he should review his lessons, he

could
A. review his lessons all the same
B. entertain his friends
C. entertain his friends and find some other time to review his lessons
D. review his lessons and find some other time to entertain his friends

6. If you want to be efficient, you should
A. work out a plan
B. work out a plan and stick to it
C. form better study habits and save time
D. be flexible and practical
7. The writer suggests that the “daily shopping” list of things you have to do next day

should include .

A. all the important things only

B. your work and posting your friend’s birthday card

C. all the things you have to do

D. your work, posting your friend’s birthday card and going to the launderette
8. If you give study hours top priority, the remaining hours will be really free. This
sentence means:

A. If you finish your study first, your free time will really be free.

B. If you study all the time, your free time will really be free.

C. After your study, the rest of the time will be your free time.

D. You can study in your free time.

Section C

Directions: The passages in this section are meant to be read through quickly. Try to
finish them within 6 minutes. Don 't preview.

Questions 1 to 2 are based on the following passage.

Every student needs a place to study. Some students like to study in the quiet
atmosphere of a library. Most school libraries have large study tables with many
chairs. They also have individual study booths called carrels. A carrel is a small table
with “walls” around three sides. A carrel is for one person, so there is only one chair at
each carrel. Other students prefer to study in their own rooms at home or in a dormitory. In
their rooms, these students have a desk, some bookshelves, and perhaps a study lamp

11



