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Beijing, June 2003

It gives me great plessure to have the privilege, in my capacity as the
Ambassador of the current Presidency of the European Union, to express my
sincere thanks and warm congratulations to all those who contributed in the

compilation and publication of this volume.

The idea to publish a book in China with “Tales from Europe —Selected
Short Stories from European Union Countries” was first entertained more than a
year ago, in the course of the Spanish Presidency. The initiative was pursued,
subsequently, by the Danish Presidency and we have now reached the “happy
end” of all the efforts that were deployed for the texts to be selected,
translated and presented in the form of a book, after each one of the many
details and issues that needed to be resolved were taken care of, with the
kind cooperation of Kunlun Press.

The Cultural Counsellors of the European Union Embassies in Beijing, who
have successfully worked to make this project a reslity, deserve to be
justifiably proud for their prai hy plish of bringing, for the first

time ever, an anthology of texts from 15 European countries to the Chinese
public.

It is my hope that their good example will set a precedent and will be
emulated by others, so that mutual understanding between China and Europe
be further enhanced.

Charalambos Rocanas

Amb dor of the Hellenic R Hl
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& B Z % Mask’ s Song )

o, 5% 1% ¥ &) ( One Act - Play for a Phone Call)

K1 + % :4 &5 & X ( Loneliness is Made by Clay)

ARt & (Long Lasting Love)

%, 55 5 % ( Phone Cails and Guiltiness )

% % 4 B 43 % ¥ (Stories with Good End)

4% 97 3E X, ( Tango in the Minor)
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