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Preface

The Provisional Government of Republican China(historians call it the Nanjing Provisional Government)was the
first democratic republic in Chinese history.

China,originally an independent country,was gradually reduced to a semi—colonial and semi-feudal country. This
came about because western powers launched a series of aggressive wars against China beginning with the First
Opium War in 1840,and because of the corruption and incompetence of the Manchu Government. The national and
social crisis of China became extremely serious in the beginning of the 20th century.

The national bourgeois revolutionary movement,headed by Dr Sun Yat-sen,launched a series of armed struggles
in spite of difficult conditions and many hardships.

These revolutionary struggles,expecially the Wuchang Uprising in October 1911,shook the reactionary rule of the
Qing Dynasty to its very foundations.

After Hubei declared itself independence, independence was proclaimed by other provinces cne after another. But
the provincial representatives had different views on the organization of a new national government. Dr Sun Yat—
sen's return from abroad on 25 December 1911 broke the deadlock and helped the representatives reach a common
understanding about how a democratic republic should be organized. Dr Sun Yat-sen was elected Provisional
President of the Republic of China by provincial representatives on 29 December 1911.

When Dr Sun Yat—sen took the oath of office in the former Official Residence of the Liangjiang Viceroy on 1
January 1912, this declared to the world that the first bourgeois democratic republic, the Republic of China, was

formally established. After that, Presendent Sun Yat-sen presided over the first cabinet meeting, and the Nanjing
Provisional Government was organized.
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@ Preface

The establishment of the Nanjing Provisional Government was the result of the Chinese people's unyielding struggle
for national salvation since the First Opium War,the revolutionaries' overthrow of over two thousand years of feudal

autocratic rule, and the steadfast effort of Dr Sun Yat-sen's Reviving China Society. The establishment of this
Government indicated the birth of a bourgeois democracy.

Even though the Nanjing Provisional Government only lasted around three months, it promulgated a series of
important and influential policies, laws and decrees that proved advantageous to bourgeois democratic politics and the
development of capitalism. The Provisional Constitution of the Republic of China particularly affirmed the dominant
position of the bourgeois class in the country and granted democratic rights to the Chinese people.

To commemorate the 90th Anniversary of the 1911 Revalution and to remember the contributions of the Nanjing
Provisional Government,we present this unique book of photographs which contains nearly one hundred historically
valuable pictures that vividly record Dr Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary activities and the contributions of the Nanjing
Provisional Government.

We hope that this collection inspires Chinese people to develop Dr Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary spirit, promotes
cross—Strait communications and pushes the preparations for the Nanjing Museum of Meodern Chinese History forward.

Hu Xuyjian
12 March 2001
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|. The Recovery of Nanjing and Laying the Foundation of the Republic

After the Wuchang Uprising on 10 October 1911,many provinces one after another proclaimed independence from
the Qing Dynasty. The ninth division of the Jiang (su) —Zhe (jiang) Revolutionary Allied Army took control of
Nanjing on 2 December 1911. The recovery of Nanjing laid the foundation of the Chinese Republic.
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ARITEIOAIOHRERNBL., BARLEHNRBERKR,
The Wuchang Uprising Broke Out on 10 October 1911. The Photograph
Shows: the Wuchang Military Government after the Uprising.

P RERXEAERIFER (KFERTHITEH)
Sketch Map Illustrating the Independence of Provinces
After the Wuchang Uprising{with the Date of Independence)
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A FHFILEBEERKRI] GRT 1889 £)
West Outer Gate of the Liangjiang Viceroy's Official Residence of the Manchu Government

(Picture taken in 1889)




SRR § R O) Ok b

g

Hfn 3 &

A FHFHILEBEERELE T 1910 F)
West Garden of the Compound of the Liangjiang Viceroy's Official Residence of the Manchu Government
(Picture taken in 1910)
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East Wall of the Compound of the Liangjiang Viceroy's Official Residence of the Manchu Government
(Picture taken in 1910) |
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Tie Liang, the Tartar General of Nanjing of
the Manchu Government Fleeing the City After
the Allied Army's Attack of Nanjing.

> EFHAREWIEERAR ALHKET 1911 F1242
H RGBTk,
Zhang Renjun, the Last Liangjiang Viceroy Gave up the City
and Fled Northward Across the Yangtze River after the Capture
of Nanjing by the Jiang—-Zhe Allied Army on 2 December 1911.
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P EEAEZ AT RATLEEERGEEHE KR
Zhang Xun, the Officiating Commander of the Patrol
Camp of the Imperial Troops Fleeing Northward Across
the Yangtze River after the Allied Army's Attack of
Nanjing.

AHFEEERTHHABRLE
Dragon Flag of the Manchu Govern-—
ment Lowered by Officers and Men of
the Revolutionary Army.
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> RFEFHHEFHLERL, PRATHBEELTALSUREN
Xu Shaozhen, Who Led the Ninth Division of the Imperial Troops to
Revolt Was Elected Commander-in—Chief of the Jiang-Zhe Allied
Army.

4 IHHKERNFEER
The Jang—Zhe Allied Army Marching Towards
Nangjing




