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PREFACE

Terms such as ‘hero in skirt’ and ‘woman giant’ are often used to address women held in
high esteem. But these titles can hardly fit in with Deng Yingchao for her unique personality,
charm, experience and character.

‘Our Big Sister Deng’, the simple address now used by many of us, seems to be the only
one for Deng Yingchao which can call up her image in the hearts of the people. She is so sin-
cerely loved by her compatriots that those of her generation and the younger generation, and
even the youth of today, affectionately call her ‘Big Sister Deng’. The adoration for her indeed
knows no limit, whether in time or in space.

Big Sister Deng has dedicated all her life to the prosperity of our motherland and to the
lofty ideal of communism. Her life arouses admiration, and her excellent character has set a fine
example for all.

At the young age of 20, she chose communism as her life-long faith and began to tread
a revolutionary path beset with hardships and dangers. She drifted from place to place, without
fearing bloodshed or death, to organize student movements and to fight for women'’s emancjpa-
tion and national liberation. As a delicatelooking young woman, she trudged through the
25,000- Long March. During certain historical periods, she made unusual contributions to the
Kuomintang-Communist Coalition, the War of Resistance Against Japan and the peace move-
ment aimed at preventing a civil war. Even when New China was bom, Big Sister Deng did not
consider her mission having come to a successful conclusion and went on working hard for the
country’s socialist construction. Now at an advanced age of 83, she is still concerned with the
wishes of the people and listens carefully to the voice of the people so as to keep herself in
perfect harmony with them.

If her political achievements have made her one of the most prominent women in Chinese
history, her personality, disposition and accomplishments are equally admired. Like a white
poplar which is popular throughout China, she is faithful, honest, simple in style and is deeply
and firmly rooted in her mother country,

Perhaps, her marriage to Zhou Eniai was for her the most important luck envied by
many, The couple stood through thick and thin for more than 50 stormy years. How they
worked for the common cause, how much affinity they had for cach other and how they shared
tribulation will be handed down as a legend in years to come.

Photographs can hardly keep one’s image alive for the future and it is difficult to record
every aspect of an outstanding personality in a single album. However, there must be many who
pessess an album of a personage for whom they hold great respect, They not only can keep it for
their own reading, but also can Ppass it down to future generations. Let this album be an inspiring
and treasured one in your collected items.

Editor
January 1987
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AGEPEE B REAGE=K 2N EGAL - (1978511 A22H )
At the Third Plenary Session af the 11th Central Committee of the CPC. (22nd November 1978)

P EERch REERER » P RERSEE R @Y BRIEE A o (1982 )
At Zhongnanhai as a member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the CPC and
the Second Secretary of the Party Central Committee for Discipline Inspection. {1982)
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