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My Father

Listening and Speaking Activities

1 Brainstorming

Work with your group to think of as many words / phrases / expressions as possible
regarding the following topics. Write them in the blanks below.

1. Adjectives for describing personality / character:

@4 Positive adjectives: easy-going, honest

Negative adjectives: arrogant, dishonest

Neutral adjectives: quiet. talkative

Size: thin, slim

\ 2. Expressions for personal appearance / one’s looks:

Age: old, young

Resemblance: look like

3. Expressions for likes and dislikes:
@. like, dislike

4. Expressions for managing relationships:

Improving relations: get along with, praise

Hurting relations: interfere with, laugh at

@ Neutral: cope with

5. Expressions for people we know or meet:

friends, strangers, acquaintavices
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2 Listening

come?

1 have a brother
Listen and answer the following questions.
1. Why was Charlie afraid of his brother?

2. According to Charlie, what will someone who has an elder brother or sister be-

3. Why did Charlie hate his brother?

4. How did Charlie and his brother get over their hostile relations?

3 Speaking

A How nice it is to have a good friend!

(

Ask your partner about his / her friends.

You may ask them questions like these:
* Have you any friends?
»  What do your friends look like?

* How did you become good friends?

=

:

1l

et e

. What do you like to do when you are with your best

friend (or with your friends)?

Consider the following topics or situations.
at school

in your spare time

at weekends

doing homework together

going out together

B 1It’s important to be a nice person.

Prepare a short talk about something interesting that . l The following expressions may be useful for your story:

happened when you were with your friend(s). You
may tell a true story or use your imagination.

You may prepare your story with the following clues.

*  When did you get to know each other?

*  How did you get on with each other at first?
* Oneday/...ago ...

* Then-...Next ... And finally ...

* Since then ...

=

l
il
|

1

1 didn't like / trust him / her at the beginning ...

| couldn’t solve the problem, and he / she came to my
help ...

| was wondering how to do it, and then he / she of-
fered to help ...

That changed my view / opinion of him / her
completely ...

He / She is such a nice person that I've come to like
him / her ...

We've always enjoyed each other's company ...
1find him / her a fascinating / an inspiring person ...
A nice person wins friends ...
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C Look at the following picture and specuiate on ...

Discuss the following questions in a small group. Afterwards, tell your stories to
the class.

What do you think is the relationship between the man and woman
in the picture?

What kind of people are they, professional or blue-collar workers or
other types?

Did they have a good education, secondary, or higher?

Are they husband and wife or just friends, or colleagues?

What about their family background?

Does the man look like the woman's father? Why / Why not?
Suppose the man is the woman's father, what expectations might ¢
he hold for his daughter? s e ;
What kind of education, marriage, and friends might he expect his daughter to have?

Suppose the woman and the man are husband and wife, will the woman's father approve of the marriage?

Reading Comprehension and Language Activities

Pre-reading Task Discuss

1. Is there a generation gap between you and your parents?
2. List at least three things that show the differences between you and your parents.

My Father

A story told by the daughter of a famous actor
by Amy Mitford

g don’t really know my father. He isn’t easy to get on with. He’s quite self-centred,
and a little bit vain, I think, and in some ways quite unapproachable. The public must
think he’s very easy-going, but at home he keeps himself to himself.

He can’t have been at home much when I was a child, because I don’t remember
much about him. He’s always been slightly out of touch with family life. His work
always came first, and he was always off somewhere acting or rehearsing. He loves
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being asked for his autograph, he loves to be recognised. He has won several awards,
and he’s very proud of that. He was made a Member of the British Empire, and we had
to go to Buckingham Palace to get the medal. It was incredibly boring. There were
hundreds of other people getting the same awards, and you had to sit there for hours.
He shows off his awards to whoever comes to the house.

I went to public school, and because of my total
lack of interest and non-attendance I was asked to leave.
I didn’t want to go there in the first place. I was taken
away from all my friends. He must have been very
pleased to get me into the school, but in the end it was a
complete waste of money. I let him down quite badly, I
suppose. I tried several jobs but I couldn’t settle down
in them. Then I realised that what I really wanted to do
was live in the country and look after animals, so that’s
what I now do.

As a family, we’re not that close, either emo-
tionally or geographically. We don’t see much of each
other these days. My father and I are totally different,
like chalk and cheese. My interests have always been
the country, but he’s into books, music and above all, opera, which I hate. If they do
come to see us, they're in completely the wrong clothes for the country—mink coats,
nice little leather shoes, not exactly ideal for long walks across the fields.

He was totally opposed to me getting married. He was hoping we would break
up. Gerald’s too humble, I suppose. He must have wanted me to marry someone fa-
mous, but I didn’t, and that’s all there is to it. We don’t want children, but my father

keeps on and on talking about wanting grandchildren. You can’t make someone have
children just because you want grandchildren.

I never watch him on television. I'm not that interested, and anyway he usually
forgets to tell me when he’s on.

1 Comprehension work

A Summarise the story

From what perspective does the narrator present her personal impression about her
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father and their relationship? Write your answer befow.

Summarise the paragraphs

The second paragraph:

The third paragraph:

The fourth paragraph:

Study the story

Discuss the following questions:

1. Does Amy feel close to her father? Why or why not ?

N o RN

®

9.
10.

Why doesn’t she remember much about her father in her childhood?

What is her father’s job? Is he successful in his career?

Why does she say that her father is a little bit vain?

Why was she asked to leave school?

Why did she give up her jobs?

Do the father and daughter have some common interests? What are their respective
interests?

What did the father think of Amy’s marriage?

Is she going to have children?

How often do they see each other?

Reproduce the story

Retell the text using the following clues.

a self-centred, unapproachable father

a little bit vain

the writer’s school experience

difference in interests between father and daughter

the father’s attitude to his daughter’s marriage and having children
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2 Language work

A

In other words

Put the following expressions from the text in the blanks.

“os W

A

humble ideal vain incredibly

challenging rehearsed autograph unapproachable

He did not talk much and always stood aloof. He was somewhat in the

eyes of his colleagues.

Clad in golden glory, the tree is beautiful in autumn.

Many famous people are of origin.

Since the release of her debut single, the pop singer has become very

Before going to the job interview, the applicant his presentation in his

room,

Many teenagers swarmed to the stage and asked for the of the movie star.
. Life and work in a new environment are usually very for new graduates.

8. For most Englishmen, a commodious house with many trees around it in the coun-

try isa/an place to live in.

Work with sentences

Rewrite the following sentences using the expressions in the box below.

settle down in easy-going above all let down
out of touch with break up show off get on with (somebody)

I chose the car for its speed, comfort and, most important, for its reliability.

A good teacher should help his / her students earnestly instead of pretentiously
displaying how knowledgeable he / she is. :
Examinations are a nightmare to some students, for they could not apply them-
selves seriously to revision.

The boy quarrelled bitterly with his girlfriend, and I am afraid they will end their
relationship sooner or later.

Why won’t that telephone ring? He promised to call me and he would not disap-
point me.

She is a very sociable girl and is on good terms with her colleagues.

Soon after the satellite was launched into space, it was lost to the scientists on the
earth.

Doctors tell us that a good-tempered person is less likely to get ulcers.
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C Word study

a.

Give the meaning of the following words or expressions used in the text. You may use

an English-English dictionary. Then write a sentence to illustrate the meaning and
usage of each.

1.

keep oneself to oneself

2. ... come first

3. be off somewhere doing something
4.
5

. just because

be pleased to do something

For each of the following clues, use the given prompts to produce sentences in the

same way as is shown in the model.

1.

Prompt: public / think / easy-going / but / at home / keep himself to himself

Model: The public must think he’s very easy-going, but at home he keeps himself
to himself. '

a. the new boy / keep himself to himself / after class / in class / feel lonely

b. person / always keep himself to himself / likely / psychological problems

c. too shy / the little girl / keep herself to herself / watching other kids

Prompt: work / come first

Model: His work always came first.

a. she/a family type / naturally / family / come first

b. Japanese culture / career and work / come first / for a man

¢. when / look for a girl / boyfriend / what / come first / consideration / appearance
or personality

Prompt: he / be always off somewhere / act or rehearse

Model: He was always off somewhere acting or rehearsing.

a. seem / a tradition / in this country / men / off somewhere / earn money / wives /
stay / look after

b. grown-up children / always off somewhere / pursue their own careers / visit
their parents / the Spring Festival

c. mother / worry / her son / off somewhere / make trouble again

Prompt: he / be pleased / get me into the school

Model: He must have been very pleased to get me into the school.
a. parents / pleased / watch their children / grow

b. Mr. Johnson / pleased / marry / three lovely children

c. he / pleased / know / his student / awarded a college scholarship

Prompt; can’t make / someone / have children / just because / want
Model: You can’t make someone have children just because you want grandchildren.



8 Unit | My Father

a. can’t make / someone / study just because / didn’t have a chance / when / young
b. can’t say / all Americans / wealthy / just because / one American / have

c. can’t criticise / students / lazy / just because / didn’t do well / examination

- Extended Activities

4 1 Dictation

Read more

My Daughter
A story told by the father, a famous actor
by James Mitford

My wife and I (;nly had the one child. It might have been nice to have a son, but
we didn’t plan a family, we just had Amy.

I see her as my best friend. I think she’d always come to me first if she had a
problem. We have the same sense of humour, and share interests. [ don’t mind ani-
mals, but she’s completely obsessed with them, and she has always had dogs, cats,
horses, and goldfish in her life.

We were closest when she was about four, which I think is a lovely age for a
child. They know the parents best, and don’t have outside contacts. She must have
grown up suddenly when she went to school, because I remember her growing away
from her family slightly. Any father who has a teenager daughter comes across an
extraordinary collection of people, and there seemed to be an endless stream of strange

young men coming through our house. By the time I'd learned their names they’d

_gone away and I had to start learning a new lot. I remember I told her off once in front

of her friends and she didn’t talk to me for days afterwards.
I'wanted more than anything else for her to be happy in what she was doing, and

I was prepared to pull strings to help her on her way. She went to a good school, but



