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Abstract

The book is a result of over ten-year constant effort. The author has been concen-
trated on the study of Jing School (J{ &) and Hai School (%K) as typical cultural
phenomena after he finished composing History of Chinese Modern Novels. The book
adopts the perspective of cultural analysis to examine the origin, development and aes-
thetic forms of Jing School and Hai School. It also employs comparative method, show-
ing a typical “tale of two cities” in the history of Chinese modern literature. Therefore,
as to academic method, the book combines that of cultural anthropology, comparative
study and life poetics, which embodies “a perspective of grand literature” .

In literary history, Jing School and Hai School were two literary schools making
great contribution to the style innovation after May 4th literary revolution, which re-
spectively had profound affinities with the cultures of Beijing and Shanghai. The differ-
ence between the two cities is also revealed as discrepancy between north and south,
inland and coastland. When encountering the collision between Western and Chinese
culture, they will take different attitudes, forms and speeds of reaction, thereby show-
ing a totally disparate picture of anthro-geology and culture topography. All these fac-
tors had exerted great influence on the configuration process of Jin School and Hai
School and became their cultural matrix. Therefore, the authors of the two schools cre-
ated two distinet spiritual world for us: in Jing School’s works, we touch upon a sim-
ple and harmenious inland life; while in Hai School, what we feel is a sort of coastal
life full of conflicts and alienation. The former seems like green bamboo and clear

brooks whereas the latter more like flickering and glaring neon lights on the billboards .



6 LR FRSERMCHEZHEXES

The names of Jing School and Hai School are derived from Peking Opera. As the
court opera immediately was infested with foreign aura after arriving in Shanghai, Jing
School and Hai School were mainly the resulis of different cultural atmosphere. Their
difference is also represented as that between academism and avant-garde. The former
is graceful and peaceful while the latter passionate and agitated. Jing School inherited
the literary style of Yusi Group (&£ ), and converged with Crescent Group (T
H IR ) ; however, Hai School followed the early stage style of Innovation Group (1%
#t ), advocating a style of inwardness. At the same time, in virtue of right-wing writer
Ye Lingfeng, it expanded the modern elements originally derived from romanticism to a
relatively independent school of modernism. Since Shanghai’s culture was infested with
foreign flavors, the choices of the authors in Hai School were usually characterized by
avant-gardism formed under the influence of foreign literature. For example, we are
able to discover Japanese Neo-Perceptionism in Liu Na’ou, French Modemism in Dai
Wangshu, and Freud’s theory in Shi Zhecun, and detect their excitement to follow the
world trends. The writers of Jing School set up their own literary system by tracing back
to ancient poets (Tao Qian and Li Shangyin) or schools (e. g., Gong An School in
late Ming Dynasty, 2 %K) . In the meanwhile, they were open to Western litera-
ture, absorbing nourishment from Greek myth, from English writers such as Shake-
speare, Thomas Hardy, Mansfield, and from Russian writers including Turgnev and
Chekov. What they pursue is the inner quality of literature, which combines popularity
with nobility. Two important writers, Zhou Zuoren, who emphasized literary history,
and Zhu Guangqian, who attached much importance to literary theory, went hand in
hand to form the hosizontal and vertical axis of Jing School’s literary thought and spiri-
tual world.

From completely different cultural attitudes and aesthetic orientations, authors of
the two schools respectively presented a picture of countryside and a picture of city for
us. Based on what happens in the rural areas or cities, they composed tunes in differ-
ent ways: if the writers of Jing School made a flute from bamboo, producing simple and

elegant pastoral songs; then writers of Hai School took a guitar from nighiclub, bring-
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ing out a city rhapsody. The theories from the two schools are the best annotation for us
to understand them.

Of course, even in the same school, there are distinctions in terms of cultural in-
terests, aesthetic choices, and individuality of writers. We also have to face problems
of telling orthodox from modified tone, and of distinguishing different phases of occur-
rence, development and evolvement. The decline and vicissitude of the two schools is
not only a natural result of the lapse of time, but also connected with the change of
cultural environment. The significance of a comparative study of Jing School and Hai
School in contemporary age, consists in the following strategy: the two schools which
can be regarded as two cultural forms, together with main trends of left-wing literature,

enable us to form a well-ordered cultural environment and a lively, creative modern lit-

erary system.
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