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ow fo use
this book

This is the first book in the series ‘Dare to Open your Mouth and Speak English’, and is meant
for learners who may know ‘ABC” in English, but can only sty single words or nothing at all. Tt has
been Jesigned around two basic Principles:

a. Modern Language Teaching theory and practice is looking to the way that children acquire
language. The word acquire — means to obtain the language naturally from the environment rather than
learn which means to study and memorise information given l‘:y the teacher — which is the normal way of
teacl‘)ing language in China. The normal order of acquisition is that a child for the first year of its life
listens to the sounds around it and by one year old can say little, but can understand a lot. For the next
six months or so, the child speaks in single or pairs of words together. Sometimes these words are correct,
or even Pronouncetl ])aclly, but after going tkrouglx this stage, at around the age of two or two and a half,
languase su&denly changes to whole sentences. Once again there may be many grammatical mistakes in
their output, but by three to three and a half years old a child’s grammar is approximately 5% correct.

Compare this to the method and progress of ‘learning’ a second langusge as an adult where learning
usually consists of the students having to memorise lots of words, study lots of grammar and start speaking
in the very first week of stucly. Language learning is seen as frustrating and little progress is made in oral
ability, even after many years of study.

b. Children do not ‘learn” lots of new words about one subject and then move on to another subject.
They constantly use the words they acquire and build up on the words as they use them for normal
communication. The presentation of new voca])ulary in this book is therefore cyclical in that a new su])ject
will be introduced with some basic words and structure. The student should sPend an appropriate time
mastering this part of the lesson and then move on to another subject. Later, the same subject is presented
again, where the student can consolidate on Previously studied lessons and add more complicated vocabu-
lary and structures to what has a.lreacly been studied. Thus there is a constant use of all the main language
points throughout the entire book enabling the student to use the structures throughout the whole course,
rather than learn everything all at once and then not use it again.

Teacher’s Instructions

At the back of the book are detailed insteuctions for each activity. There are no times given for each
activity as each class of students will be different, some will acquire the structures quic]{ly and some may

take a long time to Practice. The teacher should therefore be sensitive to the pace of the class, but to
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encourage the students to do the exercises as quickly as they can cope with. Many teachers make the
mistake of sPeaking very slowly to new learners of a ]anguage, rather than aﬂowing the student to ‘Set their
ears tuned in’ to natural language. Do not speak slowly or quicl{ly, but naturaﬂy. All a child needs to
acquire any language is a ‘language rich cnvironment” and this can be re-created in the classroom by the
teacher.

Vocabulary List

At the back of the book is a list of words and expressions. These words have been annotated in the
unit in italic letters and are all listed alphabetically.

Acknowledgement

The materials in this series of books have been inspired and adapted from numerous publications,
numerous minds and thousands of students. All the activities have been tried in many language classes
throughout China, including Dalian Maritime University, Xian Foreign Languages College, Kunming
University of Science and Technology and finally in our own language school Harmony Training Centre
located in Kunming. I give thanks to all the students for their patience, advice and participation in
putting up with new activities, some of which totally flopped, others done under duress and others which

were enjoyal)lc and then became a part of this series.
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il ’ Oxl Pollution

~ o Introduction

This unit is primarily concerned with pol-

lution and the negative effects that it has
on the environment and on society. Along
with a partner or in small groups, con-
sider all the different types of pollutidn
which are common today and think of

examples, that you know of noise

pollution, air pollution, waterpollutionetc. -~ L E Bing
e e Sanctuary

-~ Background S

Imagine that you live in a small coastal village. It is located in a picturesque natural
harbour and has golden yellow sand which attracts thousands of tourists during the
holiday season between June and August every year. Furthermore there is a small
island near the village which is a bird sanctuary and is the home of hundreds of species
of rare sea birds. The main industry of the village is tourism in summer, but during the
winter it relies on income from fishing from the sea and from a number of fish farms

which breed fish for export. But yesterday you woke up to a news report:

~¢ Vocabulary

Match the words on the left with an appropriate definition on the right.

a. gale force 1. Alarge black patch floating on
the water.
b. oil tanker 2. Anurgent and critical situation.
spill its load 3. Small areas of something
scattered around.
d. emergency services 4. High speed gusts of winds.
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€. tocontain 5.  'When most people go on holiday.

f. oilslick 6. When the sea is deepest near the coast.

g. isolated patches 7. A ship used to carry black sticky liquid.

h. high tide 8. People who help with dangerous situations.
1. tourist season 9. Tolose cargo, especially if it is liquid.

J.  life and death 10. To keep something under control.

Good morning, it is Monday 2nd of June. Here is the news. Gale force winds last
night caused heavy damage along the south east coast. Several ships have been
reported lost and an oil tanker has run around off the shore and is spilling its
load into the sea. Emergency services are doing the best they can to contain the
oil, but the high winds and tide is expected to carry a 15 km long oil slick toward
the coast. Villages in the area are already reporting isolated patches of oil, but
they fear that the worst is yet to come at high tide which is due this evening at
8pm. Soldiers and special cleaning equipment have been ordered, but it will be
some time before they can reach the affected areas. As the busy tourist season
is just about to start, this could be life and death for the coastal villages in the

path of the slick.

v« Discussion— Results of Oil Pollution

Consider specific examples of oil pollution which have occurred over.the past few
years, such as the damage caused to Great Britain in the 1960’s by the Torrey Canyon,

and in the 1980’s the Exon Valdez in Canada, more recently, the Gulf War when the oil
wells were blown up and tons of crude oil

leaked into the sea. What were the results of
these oil spills? What damage did the oil

cause, to the environment, to the plants and
to wildlife? What was the cost of these

[
b

oil spills in terms of money, lives and

environment?



~; Discussion— What Needs to be Done

Having heard this latest news report you are obviously concerned about the fate and
future of the village. After all, the tourist season is just about to start and if no tourists
come the village will lose all that income for the rest of the year. Now consider what
the specific consequences will be to the village. What damage will be caused and what
can you do to repair or minimise this damage. Consider what you need, to be able to

act and avoid the disaster as much as possible. The government will send soldiers and

equipment soon, but until then, you need to do all you can to help the village.

' Alternative Discussion Points

1. You live in a rural, flat agricultural area which supports crops and farm animals. It
has been raining extremely heavily for several days. The local river is starting to
flood and may soon burst its banks. Consider what damage may be caused by the
flood and what action may be taken to minimise the damage.

2. You live in a town which is surrounded by thick forests. The weather has been
extremely dry for several months and the grass and trees around are easily
inflammable. You have just heard that a fire has broken out approximately 10 kms
away and the wind is blowing it towards the town. Consider the damage that may
be caused by the fire and what action you may be able to take to minimise this.

3. You are driving along the road when a car overtakes you and swerves off the road
into a ditch. Consider what are the possible consequences, such as people injured,
danger of fire, leaking gasoline etc. Then consider what action you could take to

help with each of these situations.

< Pair Work — Giving Advice
Having decided what problems now face your village, you will now need to know
more precisely what to do. For instance, What do you need to clean the beaches?

How can you rescue and save the birds? How can you protect the fish farms? etc.

When giving advice the following phrases can be used:

ale ol &f
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Strong advice

Tentative advice

Why don’t you
If I were you I'd
I suggest you
I'd advise you to

(go home)

you should
I think{you ought to
you’d better

Perhaps|you ought to
Maybe |you should
(apologise)
it might be a good idea to
Well
perhaps you could
Well |You might consider .
(apologising)

you might like to try

how to do it safely.

R it g N S PR S

(Partner’s role card for Al is on page 8 labelled A4)

~: Small Group Work — Sound Advice

Either use each of the prompts below directly from the book or cut out or copy them
as cards and place them face down on the table. In a small group of four or five
students, each takes a turn at turning over the top card and expressing the problem to
the rest of the group. (This is your personal problem, so when

cards.

the card says “you ...” then you can start with “I...”") The rest
of the group listen to the problem and each in turn then offer
advice as to how to help. Each one should try and use the
phrases indicated previously and each one should try and use a
different phrase to introduce their advice. The one who picked
up the card then decides whose advice was the best and gives
the card to that person. Should the one needing the advice not
be happy with any of the suggestions, then they can put the
card back at the bottom of the pile. The next one in the group
then picks up the next card and the game starts again. The activity is over when all the
cards have been turned over and the winner is the one who has collected the most
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