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A Before Reading

1 Are you interested in sea animals? Please tell your friends at

least five of them.
2 Why must the great white shark keep swimming?

3 What is different or unusual about the teeth of the great white
shark?

My Notes:
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The Great White Shark

The great white shark is a very famous member of the shark family.
It is one of the largest sharks. It is also one of the most dangerous.
It is very strong and it swims fast. Sharks do not have bones in
their bodies. This means they can bend easily and swim fast. A
shark must always keep moving or it will sink. As the shark swims,
it opens its mouth. Water will pass into its mouth and over its
gills. The gills are on the side of the shark’s head. The gills then
take oxygen out of the water. All animals need oxygen to
survive.

Some great whites are over six metres long. They need a
lot of food. They only eat meat. The great white shark is spe-
cially made for hunting. It has a very powerful nose. It can
smell blood in the water many metres away. It also has a large,
strong tail and seven fins. The tail and fins help the shark to
change direction in the water. When the shark comes up to
the surface, you can see the fin on its back. The great white
shark is the only shark that will put its head out of the water.

As a shark gets ready to eat a meal, parts of its head change.
Its mouth moves to the front and its nose moves back and up.
Its eyes go back into its head.

All sharks have more than one set of teeth. Many teeth break
or get lost as it eats. But new ones will quickly come up in their
place. A great white shark usually uses about 3,000 teeth in its
lifetime. These teeth are very sharp, like scissors. This helps the
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A great white shark swimming.

teeth to cut meat from the bone more easily. The great white
shark can pull down part of its mouth from its head. This gives it
great strength to cut into food.

Most of the time, great white sharks kill and eat big animals
like tuna and sea lions. But they can also kill people. This is why
some people call the great white shark the ‘white death’. About
100 people are hurt every year by sharks. But people kill sharks
much more than sharks kill people. Some parts of the shark are
used to make medicines, others are used to make food such as
shark’s fin soup.

Great white sharks like warm water and can be found in the
Atlantic Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. They live and travel alone.
The shark does not care about or protect its children. In fact,

some of them may even eat their own children! So, when the
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