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Black Ferformers and the Television Industry

(1)The American television industry, which through-
out most of its history restricted black _perfprm-
‘ets to occasional guest appearances, since the
beginning of the 1970’s has begun to providc‘ a
variety of opportunities for talented blacks. ‘*’ For
instance, the national networks and many local
stations have opened up the field of news reporting
and commentary to an increasing number of black
reporters. 3 Nonexistent a decade ago, appearances
of black actors in all kinds of spot commercials are
commonplace today. *) Even the “soap. opetas’
have integrated; black actors regularly play nonstefe-
otyped roles in so-called real-life situations. 51
Perhaps the most convincing evidence of a change
in policy is the fact that a few black performess
now have starring roles in their own weekly TV
shews. (%) These and similar examples indicate a
start toward the democratization of the television
industry.
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1. 'The television industry since the beginning
of the 1970’°s has begun to provide a variety of oppor-
" tunities for talented blacks. Throughout most of its
“history in America, - television restricted black per-
formers to guest appearances in song-and-dance rou-
tines in the minstrelshow tradition., Black celebrities
sang or danced their way through an occasional
brief spot on popular variety programs. In recent
times, however, the industry has opened a number

of different fields to black performers.

2. The national networks and many local
stations utilize an increasing number of black report-
ers in the field of news reporting and commentary.
To report on both the black and white communities,
Chuck Stone, Qeorge Foster, Lem Tucker, and Bill
Matney have been selected by network news depart-
ments. In New York, Detroit, Indianapolis, Cincin-
nati, and many other cities, local television stations
employ black newsmen to write about and report or

comment on local scenes and situations.

3. In the“dollars-and-cents field of the indus-
try, alleged sponsor fear of falling sales for their
products previously prevented blacks from appearing
in TV commercials. It is apparent that the fear
was unfounded, and now in TV commercials blacks as
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well as whites drink Instant eoffee and use that mat-
gatine that tastes like butter. They-make their win-
dows sparkle with the right kind of window cleaner,
wash their clothes in low-suds detergents, shower
with deodorant soap, and prevent cavities with
fluoride toothpaste. They drive cars and berrow
money from the local bank, Nonexistent a decade
ago, appearances of black actors playing “prestige”
roles in all kinds of spot commetcials are common-
place today.

4, Even the daily serials, the “ soap operas,
have integrated black actors in so-called ‘real-life
situations. Marriage, health, money, youth, problem
areas common to black and white alike, provide the
subjects on which the soap operas dwell. . On such
programs as “The Doctors” and “One Life to Live,”
placks have appeared in roles that do not aftempt
to depict the special problems of being black, but
instead try to portray black people in the routine
problems of daily life in America.

5, In a few exceptional cases, a small number
of black performers have had starring roles on
weekly TV shows. Bill Cosby and Diahann Carroil
both have depicted the central roles in their own

successful comedy programs. Lloyd Haynes has
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starred as a school teacher in “Room 222.,” Flip
Wilson has hosted a weekly variety show. Other
black actors have appeared as regular membefs of
the casts of “Mission Impossible” ( Greg Morris ),
“Mod Squad” (Clarence Williams III ), Ironside”
(Don Mitchell), “Mannix” (Gail Fisher). The use
of black performers in key roles in regular series is
perhaps the most convincing evidence of a changing

policy by the television industry.

6. As they did in the past, black petrformets
still appear as guests on regular and special variety
shows, from the weekly Ed Sullevan Show to the
annual Academy Awards presentations, More sig-
nificantly, professional black performers are now
filling roles once exclusively reserved for white
actors, Taiented blacks report the news, sell popu-
lar products through commercial messages. and act
out the lives of both villains and heroes on the
daily and weekly comedies and dramas. These and
similar examples indicate a start toward the democ-

ratization of television industry.

RIS E AT, B EAABE, BN
ok

2N

¢« H »



i e I

| TOPIC SENTENCE (Ist sentence) !

-—Example sentence 1 (2nd sentence) °
+~Example sentence 2 (3rd sentence)

R—— )

- «~Example sentence 3 (4th sentence) -
*~Example sentence 4 (5th sentence)
.- CONCLUDING SENTENCE (6th santence)

X#,

| TOPIC PARAGRAPH (Ist paragraph)

«Example paragraph 1 (2nd paragraph)
~—Example paragraph 2 (3rd paragraph)
«~Example paragraph 3 (4th paragraph)
«—Example paragraph 4 (5th paragraph)
CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH (6th paragraph)

[

PALBEUD: BEMXESRERE L. NAN
WER)E LARMR, Basi ET o8, ®ILE
H—P R, BIXATBREPNE S AE A
P, PIBHREEA, ERCRT RRE
Bty BELH'H Example sentence 1(3EZAHT D,
7%} B3 Example paragraph 1(3580) BOER4s
#l Bt 1 Example sentence 2, 45 BB Example
paragraph 2 ¥ @4 MibS%, ROAHEETHE
WA 2 TR Ao 554 LR AT M B Y R I

e § o



PARAGRAPH

topic sentence

A. support~”

B. support— —

G support

d

A

«

concluding
sentence

-

BESAY

I. INIROUCTION

General shatements

frw A > - - - w3 S A -

Thesis Statement

p — - .

IT. topie sentence

A, suppors

. suppor®

E. suppors
(cancluding sentencs)

III. topie sentence
A. support
B. support
C. suppor?® ,
{concluding sentence)

IV. <opies sentencs
A. support
B. support
C. support
(eoncluding sentence)

Ve CONCLUSIOH

.Restatement or
summary c¢f the main

points;final comment




BATEETHE LB IR BEE BRI O e, BT —
XTI BB NG M Booker T. Washington Fl
W. E. B DuBois {7 family backgrounds, Profes-
sional education and careers, social ideology, and
influence on black America VI 77 i B RE A (R
b, P.227—229), W BTEMATH, EERmMMA
LR R B VR 5 R B LB R S B Y

Tow Black Giants of the Turn of the Century

Two black leaders who have continued toinflu-
ence black American thinking since the late nine-
teenth century are Booker T. Washington and W,
E. B. DuBois. Born oniy twelve years apart, .
sharing the same racial heritage, and envisioning
the same goals for blacks, these dynamic men were
a world apart in their feeling for what were the
appropriate methods for attaining these goals,
An examination of their lives, consequently, re-
veals both similarities and differences in their family
backgrounds. professional education and careers,

social ideology, and influence on black America,

The family backgrounds of the two men show
obvious parallels but also striking differenoes.
Washington, of mixed parentage, was born a planta-
tion slave in 1856 in Franklin County, Virginia. After
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the Emancipation, he moved to Malden, West Viginla,
where he led a life of poverty, attending school at
night and working during the day to support
members of his family. He spent most of his life
in the South, receiving his education there and
devoting his adult years to the education of others.
Also of mixed ancestry, DuBois, on the other hand,
was born free in 1868 in Great Barrington, Massa-~
chusetts, an entirely different racial environment,
Educated in the South, the North, and abroad, he
spent his adult years in the North, in cosmopolitan
Atlanta, and in traveling throughout the world,
Early environment and experience of both Wash-
ington and DuBois, at some points similar and at
some points different, shaped their characters and
formed their expectations for their race,

It was through their education that both leaders
were able to pursue careers that frequently led them
along similar paths but. just as frequently, forced
them to take different directions. Washington, with
the help of a sponsor, was able to further hig
education by attending Hampton Institute in Vir-
ginia. Upon graduation, he returned to Malden,
where he taught for two years, After a brief
period of study at Wayland Seminary in Washing-
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ton, D. C., he was invited to return to Hampton
as an instructor. He remained there only two
Years, but during that short time he helped develop
a successful experimental education program for
American Indians and established a night school. In
1881, Washington was chosen to start a black
normal school, Tuskegee Institute, of which he
later became president, His entire professional
career was spent in helping this institution and the
people it served. DuBois; too, was sponsored in
his education—first at Fisk, then at Harvard, where
he received a Ph, D. After a brief period of post~
doctoral study at the University of Berlin, DuBois
began his teaching career at Wilburforce College in
Ohio, where he stayed for two years, During much
of the remainder of his life, he devoted his talents

to educating others either through his teaching at

Atlanta University, through his writing, or through
his work with the NAACP. Although they at
times perceived different goals and took different
routes, both educators dedicated their lives to the

service of their people.

An investigation of the ideologies of Washing-
ton and DuBois yields several points of agrcement
as well ag numerous divergences, Both mien empha:
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sized self-help for blacks. Both recognized the
need for economic advancement. The two spokesmen
disagreed, however, over the purpose of higher
education. According to pragmatist Washington,
blacks should be trained in trades and skills that
would make them economiecslly indispensable to the
white community, An idealist and intellectual,
DuBois advocated the formation of a college-cduca;
ted black clite, the Talented Tenth,” which could
lead the raee to socio-politicz] equality as well as
economic betterment, Anocther sublect of disagres-
ment concerned voting rights, Whereas Washington
preached patience in the acquisition of the right to
vote, DuBois insisted upon immediate enfranchise-
ment in order to secure other civil rights., Despite
early similarities, it is in the development of
their social ideologies, then, that major differences

between the twe men begin to appear.

Both Washington and DuBois, irrespective of
their differences in ideclogies, have had significant
impact on persons most directly involved in Amer~
ica’s racial problems. Through hig role as educator,
Washington considerably influenced the blacks of
his time, He was, nevertheless, opposed by many
intellectuals for his emphasis on vocatienal or trade
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school eduation, which would enable the black to
be a member of the labor force but not of manage-
ment. Washington’s life and beliefshave continued
to influence the black and white communities.
As some modern black leaders still do, he empha-
sized patience and warned against the use of wio-
lence in the acquisition of civil rights, DuBois,
on the other hand, called for immediate voting
privileges and took a position, also held by some
contemporary black activists, that would not de-
nounce the use of force in the attainment of what
he called “full manhood rights.” With his strong
educatiocnal background and first-hand knowledge
gained through wide travels in Asia and Africa, he
brought a formidable intellectual presence to his
academic tasks and the nonacademic organizations
in which he participated. DuBois broke with the
NAACP, which he helped found, when the organi-
zation would not take a firm position on economic
issues during the depression of the 1930’s. 'Hc
returned to the organization later when he retired
from teaching. An activist to the end, he helped.
circulate the Stockholm Peace Petition in the U. S,
and was awarded the Lenin Peace Prize in 1959, His
Marxist interpretation of the blacks’ struggle for fair

treatment made him a controversial but . influentia]
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