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Introduction

In this chapter, you will review key terminology and the uses of all the verb tenses
and the modal auxiliaries. As this chapter is review, you should study it quickly;
the terminology and structures reappear throughout the text. While you are
reviewing the tenses, pay close attention to time expressions used with each.

Also notice the shifts from one tense to another.

The foliowing passage introduces the chapter theme—Language and Learning—
and raises some of the topics that you will cover in the chapter.

- Language

Lnguage is the most important development in human history. The arts,
sciences, laws, economic systems, and religions of the world coulc not exist |
without language. Humans have not changed biologically for some forty thou-
sand years. However, our ability to communicate has led us from the cave all the
5 way to the moon.

Little is kncwn about the birth of language. Written records that are more
than four thousand years old have been found, but anthropologists agree that
humans were speaking thousands of years before that.

Today, most of us learn to talk by the age of three, and for the rest of our
10 lives we rarely stop. Even while we are reading or just thinking, we are in 3
sense “talking,” if only to ourselves. Language is so much a part of human exis-
tence that we will be talking as long as we inhabit the earth. As linguist David |
Thompson notes, "When language dies, so will man.” ]

discussing How important is language to humans? Could we “think” the same way without
ideas language? Do you have thoughts that do not take the form of words?

Hrone

The Sentence and
Its Parts

Setting the Context

previewing How many languages do you think there are in the world? What similarities does
the your native language share with English? Do you know of any similarities that all
passage languages share?

2 Mosaic IV » Grammar



