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Joan’s home
Joan lived in a small
stone house. There

were NoO water taps
inside the house. You
had to go to the well
or the river to get
water. Life was hard.
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Agincourt
In 1415, the English
army defeated the
French army in a
famous battle at
Agincourt. The
English took more
land from the French.
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Hearing voices

Joan of Arc was born in Domrémy, a
village in the North-east of France, in Janu-
ary 1412. It was a time of war between France
and England — a war that began 80 years be-
fore Joan was born. The English and the
French armies fought many battles in those
years, but by 1424 the English armies were
stronger than their enemies. England, with
the help of the Duke of Burgundy, now ruled
northern France.

Joan’s family had nothing to do with the war. They
were an ordinary village family. Her father was a farmer
and her mother looked after the children. Joan was a simple
village girl. She didn’t go to school and she couldn't read
or write. She helped her mother and played a lot with her
friends. They liked to dance around a special tree in the
village.

On a very hot summer’s day in 1424, Joan was playing
outside with her friends. Suddenly, a boy ran up to them
and shouted, “Your mother wants you, Joan!” Joan was a
little worried, so she ran quickly home. Her mother was
surprised and said, “I never sent for you.”
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Joan was puzzled. She walked slowly into the garden
and stood alone in the middle of the garden, thinking
deeply. Suddenly the church bells began to ring. Joan
looked up into the sky and saw a strange light. After a few
seconds she could see a human shape. It was an angel. It
was Saint Michael! Joan was very frightened. Then she
heard a voice that said, “Be good, for God loves you.” [t
was a kind voice and Joan was no longer frightened.
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Saint Michael
Michael was a fighting
angel. He fought for
God. The Bible says
that he defeated the
devil when there was
a war between heaven
and hell. People be-
lieved that he helped
Christian armies to
win wars.
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Saint Margaret

Margaret was an early
Christian girl. She
wore the clothes of a
man so that she could
be a monk in a mona-

stery.
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Saint Catherine

Catherine was the
most popular saint
when Joan was a girl.
Peaople believed that
she looked after young
unmarried girls. Her
grave is near Domrémy.
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Soon after Joan saw Saint Michael, two more saints
appeared. They were Saint Catherine and Saint Margaret.
But Joan didn’t tell anybody about them. She was afraid
that nobody would believe her.

These saints changed Joan’s life. She stopped playing
with her friends and went to church every day. When Joan
was outside and the bells of the church rang, she went
down on her knees.

For five years the saints appeared to Joan. Sometimes
they visited her two or three times in a single day. The
saints had bright crowns on their heads and they wore
beautiful clothes. They came to give Joan advice. They
told her how to live her life well. Joan enjoyed these visits.
The saints spoke with gentle voices and their news was
usually happy. These were her friends. She loved and
trusted them and believed that they always told her the
truth.

Then things changed. The saints started to tell Joan
that there were some big problems in France and that only

she could help.
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They told Joan that she had to do some dangerous
work to help her country.

Joan was frightened and asked the saints what kind of
work she had to do. -

__You must help the French to defeat the English, Joan.
Only you can do this.”

“But how can I7” Joan said, “I am only a poor girl. |
can’t ride a horse or fight like a soldier. How can one little
girl help to defeat a large army?”

The voices became louder and louder, repeating the
same message over and over again: “You must save France.”
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Catherine wheel
Two hundred Roman
soldiers became Chris-
tians after they met
Catherine. When the
Roman Emperor
found out, he was very
angry. He decided that
Catherine had to die.
The Romans tied her
to a large wheel which
was turned round very
fast. This killed her.
Today, there is a
firework called the
Catherine wheel. It
goes round and round.
It is named after Saint
Catherine.
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Female soldiers

ﬁ In the Middle Ages,

| only men could go to
war. The women
scayed at home. They
were not allowed to

1 become soldiers.
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Charles VI

When he was 12,
Charles VI became
king of France, but he
went mad when he
was 24. He made
noises like a wolf and
he hit his servants.
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War in France

When the English
soldiers arrived ar a
French village, they
often killed many of
the women and

children.
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Message received

The situation in France was becoming worse and worse.
King Charles VI was mad. The English, and the Duke of
Burgundy, wanted the baby English king, Henry VI, to be
king of France. However, many of the people in the south
of France wanted Charles VI’s eldest son, the Dauphin, to
be their king.

France had many problems. All the men were away
fighting the English, so the crops were left in the fields.
There was nobody to collect them. People began to starve,
Hungry soldiers robbed villages and anybody they met.
Children went to other villages and fought the children
there. There was no law and order. Life was very difficult.

The saints still came to Joan. They continued to tell
her that she could save France. First, they said, she must
defear the English at the town of Orleans. The English
armies were all around the town and
they were waiting for the people inside
the city to surrender. Life inside was
terrible. There was little food and most
of the people were starving.
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The saints told Joan that she must also make
sure that the Dauphin became king of France. She
had to-get him to the town of Rheims, so that
they could crown him there. However, Rheims
was in the part of France that was governed by
the English.

After listening to the voices, Joan decided to visit a
French soldier, Robert de Baudricourt. She hoped that he
might help her. She told him that God wanted her to
defeat the English and that she needed his help.

Robert looked at the poor little village gitl, standing
in front of him. Her hair was long and untidy. Her clothes
were old and torn. Joan waited nervously for Robert to say
something.
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Tactics

When an army came
Lo an enemy city, it
surrounded it and
waited outside until
the people inside were
very hungry. After a
while, the people had
ta come out of the city
and give up without a
fight.
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“No” to marriage
When Joan was 16,
her parents chose a
husband for her. She
didn’t want to marry
and she refused. This
was very brave. Girls
had two choices: they
got married or they
became nuns.
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Walled towns
Many large towns had
high walls around
them,These walls
protécted the people
in the town from
attack.
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Robert began to laugh. “She is talking nonsense,” he
thought. “How could a young girl defeat the English? That
is impossible!” After a few minutes, he stopped laughing
and told Joan to go home. He did not believe her.

Joan walked slowly back to her village. “This is too
difficult,” she thought. “How can 1do what the saints want
me to do? Nobody will help me.”

Each month, the watr went on and on. It got worse for
the French. The English were taking more land. One day,
some English soldiers attacked Joan’s village, Domrémy.
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The soldiers started fires in all the houses, and burnt
them to the ground. Luckily, most of the people left the
village before they came.

THe saints continued to tell Joan that she must save
France. Joan decided that she must visit Robert again.

Robert was worried about the war because things were
going badly for the French. He was much kinder to Joan,
and he listened more carefully to her. He watched Joan
closely as she talked, and he began to feel that there was
something very special about her.

Robert decided to help her. “I'll write to the Dauphin
tomorrow,” he said.
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Seals

When important
people finished
writing a letter, they
folded it and closed it
with some wax. Then
they pressed a ring
onto the hot wax and
left their personal
mark on it.
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Postal service

In Joan's time, there
was no postal service.
Men on horses deli-
vered the letters. They
could ride about 60
| kilometres in a day.
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Girl’s clothes //

A peasant girl usually
had only one dress.
This was made of
wool. She wore an
apron over the dress to
keep it clean. She also
wore a cap on her

head.
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Boy's clothes

A peasant boy had a
short shirt or tunic and
he wore long leggings
on his legs. These
clothes were made of
wool. He also wore
simple leather shoes
on his feet.
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Joan told Robert that she wanted to visit the Dauphin
and talk to him. Robert did not think this was a good idea.
But Joan kept asking him and after a while he agreed to
let her go. Robert ordered some of his soldiers to go with
Joan to protect her on the long journey.

One of the young soldiers was called Jean de Metz. He
thought Joan was very special. “I've never met a girl like
her,” he thought. When Joan said, “I am the only person
who can save France,” Jean de Metz really believed her.

The soldiers were worried about Joan. How could they
travel safely! Joan already had an answer. “] will become a
boy!” she said.

Joan took off her dress and put on a pair of black
leggings, a boy’s shirt and a pair of boots. Then she cut her
long hair. Soon it was very short, just like a boy's hair. She
felt a little strange. She was both a boy and a girl! After a
few moments Joan looked at the soldiers and said, “Call
me Joan the Maid.”

Joan and the soldiers left the city and started on the
long and dangerous journey to the town of Chinon. This
was where the Dauphin was living.
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It was a hard journey. They rode all day and they
often had to sleep on the ground at night.

They arrived at a village called Fierbois. Here, they
found a small shrine to Saint Catherine. Joan was surprised
and happy. This was a good sign. She got down on her
knees in front of the shrine and prayed. She asked Saint
Catherine to help her. Joan now believed that she was
doing the right thing.
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Joan the Maid

“The Maid" was the
name that Joan gave
herself. It meant a girl
who was too young to
marry. Joan chose this
name to tell people
that she didn’t think
she was an adult. She
also hoped it would
keep her safe.
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Spoilt prince

The Dauphin had a
very easy and comfor-
table childhood. He
spent most of his time
in castles and royal
homes.
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Castle rooms

Most castle bedrooms
had stone walls with
nothing on them.
There was a small
fireplace in the room
to keep it warm, and
some dry grasses on
the floor. There were
curtains around the
bed to keep the people

warm.
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The Dauphin

Charles the Dauphin was the son of
Charles VI, the mad French king. He was
staying at the castle of Chinon, which
was far away from the battlefields where
the French armies were fighting the
English. The Dauphin was not a brave
young man and he did nothing to help
his people. He waited in the castle and
hoped that the French would defeat the
English.

Joan and the soldiers arrived safely
at the castle on 24 February, 1429. They
were very tired after the long journey.

In the morning, the Dauphin sent for Joan. He was
curious. He had a letter from Robert, 50 he knew what she
was going to tell him. But he didn't really believe her story
about the saints. “Was she mad or did she really talk to the
saints!” he wondered. He wanted to know if she really was
somebody special, so he decided to test her.

EXF

B AR R T IR ARSI L T e T Bk
BRI A R BB, A A2 TIVNR . b bty R L
FED . Sk (£ 08 R £ R R R TR A REF TSI

GUREFN L RAT T 1429 12 A 24 1% AR EE . I KIATHE
CERHRIES RS B

4 OREAE . EACIRALMOUE. (iRarar. (Bl Bk
B IURME  FLA 8 ks et 20 (B SR AR A
KA FIER S R T T AW SRR R ok
Bk, AR T ARRERE] . FrLAR I E TS Bt

12




