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Preface

CEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEFEE R EE E EEEE T EEEE

The First English Immersion project in China began in 1997 in
Xi'an. We believe that this is the first English Immersion project in a
country that does not have English as an official language. The philoso-
phy of the Immersion Method is based on the following principles:

1. Young children learn language easily and enjoy the experience.
They do not experience the inhibitions and embarrassment of older chil-
dren or adults.

2. Language should be learned in an interactive way. Communica-
tion is important.

3. The teaching of different subject areas should be integrative.

4. Language learning should be about everyday life.

5. Children should enjoy the experience.'

We think that the Immersion Method will be a useful model for sec-
ond language teaching in many activities. We hope that this book and
this model will help language teaching in many different contexts. This
book was written to provide a textbook to help teachers who are teach-
ing English with the Immersion Method in schools in China.

We would like to thank CIDA (The Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency ) for generously supporting the project entitled Women
and Minorities as Educational Change Agents.

Wa would like to thank Professor Ruth Hayhoe and Dr. Julia Pan
for the guidance and direction of the project. Professor Fang Junming
helped us very much and provided support and good advice. We thank
the principals and administrative staff, teachers, parents, and children
of the schools that volunteered to take part in this experimental pro-

gram.

Linda Siegel
2000.05.20
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