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PART ONE

. The United Kingdom of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland




I. The People and the Land
They Live in

What is the difference between the British Isles, Britain,
the United Kingdom and England? These terms are so often
confused that we had better start by distinguishing them.

The British Isles consists of two large islands; one is
called Ireland and the other Britain.

_ Britain, or Great Britain, is the larger of these two
islands, and it is divided into three parts: Scotland, Wales
and England.

The United Kingdom is that part of the British Isles
ruled over by the Queen. It comsists of Scotland, Wales and
England (i.e. the whole of Britain), and also about one-
sixth of Ireland, the Northern part. The rest of Ireland is
self-governing, as we shall see later.! The full title of the
United Kingdom is therefore ‘The United Kingdom of G@t
Britain and Northern Ireland’.

England is the largest, most populous, and generally
speaking? the richest section. We English people take this

1. a8 weshail see later: X as 3| SOIMHEREMRE, s AXRKRE, B
MR {E shall see RB. XXNDBHEN TR TP RAIEGA, TRARIET,
ZEXJL 05 The rest of Irland is self-governing, XMW THETY, TBR
fFhiEl, 2. generally speaking: —AR B, XBSAEBERL RS A Y
F—ARENT, BF “if one may speak in a general way”,
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too much for granted,! and tend to use the words ‘England’

and ‘English’ when® we mean ‘Britain’ and ‘British’. This
sometimes annoys the Scots and the Welsh. The Scots in
,pamcular are very proud of their separate natnonahty. they
have their own legal system, and some of their internal
affairs are managed by special Scottish departments, though
they have no separate Parliament. The Welsh too do not

regard themselves as English, and have a culture and ever .

.a language of their own. There is a Welsh Nationalist anc
& Scottish Nationalist party, demanding a measure of inde-
pendence from England, but although they have held seats
in the House of Commons, they are not very strong; and in
‘general the Scots, the Welsh and the English feel sufficiently
similar to each other to be quite content to form a combined
Parliament in London.? -
With the Irish, the question is more complicated an!
; much less happy Ireland became part of the United Kingdos:.
in 1801, but it soon grew discontented, and for forty year
the ‘Irlsh Questlon was the greatest headache of the Britis'.
:,_Parlxament At last, after much bloodshed, Ireland divided
itself into two:* Northern Ireland remained loyal to the

“,Crow'n (though it has its own Parliament sitting in Belfast®

1. tuke this...for granted: U&ygﬁﬁ!ﬁmﬁﬁﬁfﬁﬁﬁg. 2. when: %

F. —RSISHERIEND. BEXL, LT although RSB, 3. feel

sufficiently similar...in London: %ﬁ&ﬂtfﬁ#ﬁi,ﬁﬁﬁﬂ?&{ﬁ&ﬁﬁi%ﬁ*&

,ﬁ!ﬂ%ﬁhﬁﬁmiﬁﬁi’ RER “to be quite content...in London JyiiRiRiE,

4. Ireland divided itself into two=Ireland was divided into two - 5. Belfast
© (AR ibi’.ﬁ"‘ﬁ')ﬁ EETWHEFREE, BlRB&RHL,
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fer ititerat affal rsy %and TRT922° the 1t of the™ ‘Coutitry
“$roke away ‘to !’orm ani Trish "Fres "'Staté, Yter caﬂed ‘Exre
“(pronounced - Aira) and now the Républic of -Treland. ¥
The Republic of Ireland is almost entirety Rommi‘cawéﬁc;
it does not regard itself as British, and is not mow ‘even a
supporter of the Commonwealth.! Unlike the major Common~
‘wealth countries it did not lift a finger to help  Britain "in
the Second World War.? It is still discontented, as it resents
the existence of Northern Ireland, and wants the whole of
Ireland to be a republic. v
 Ate the British people Europeans? This' may seem a
strange question to Africans and Asians, who tend to think
* of "all white men as Europeans. But the British, when they
are in Britain,® do not regard themselves as_Europeaiﬁé. The
Europeans, to them, are those rather excitable forcigners from
the other side of the English Channel, who have never learnt
how to speak English. Europe is ‘the Continent™: ‘& piace
* full of interest for British tourists, but also 'the source “of
almost all the wars in which Britain has ever been mvolved
Thus, although geographically speaking Britain is 8 ga:t of
‘Earope, yet the fact that it is a separate 1sland has made

1. the Commonwealth=the (British) Commonwealth of Nations: #WBt3f
. ENSEEERTESRYNWRTERRBRMRRAK, RERM R
g BT BT R REERE EH, SR e s R T A XR
A 1931 £ ERR KBS EKHIT AL VHRNATE RV EE.

‘2. it did ‘not... in the Second World War: E%_ﬂ(ﬂ'ﬁj{ﬁtﬁ E&i&%‘
FHxE. 3. when they are in Britain: %fﬁﬁ]ﬁ?‘éﬁﬁ(ﬁﬂ%f&ﬂ]*&
ERMESRN, ANRFIHET).
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- its people, feel very, very insulgy.' They feel), and in: many

. ways are, different from -the rest of Europe,® and .they

sometimes annoy centinental nations by failing to support

-.them, or even to understand them, in time of need. -

Where did the British people come fromg This is an

_extraordinarily interesting question, since they are a mixture

invades Contribution
(in chronological order)
Iberians ?

Gaels Seottish and Irish race and culture
Celts

Britons Welsh race and culture
Romans Latin alphabet and civilisation
Anglo-Saxons Eriglish race and language

) Danes

Some peculiarities of dialect nr North
and East England. i

) (F rench-speaking)

Final unification of England. Great ad- .
Normans ministrative progress. English civilisa-
tion permaneatly linked to France
rather than to Scandinavia. Foundation

of aristocracy.

. Fig.} Origins of the British people: table of invasions

1. inslar: SRS @NY, 2. They fecl,.are, differeat from

" the rest of Europe: fif15M S RAKMARR, TAEHS S ELMKML.
© EEiR feel M are {FA—/FF “different...Europe®,
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of many different races, and all these races invaded Britain
at various times from Europe. Nobody knows very much
about Britain before the Romans came during the first century
B. C., but there had been at least three invasions before
that. The first of these was by a dark-haired Mediterranean
race called the Iberians. The other two were by Celtic tribes:
first the Gaels, whose descendants are the modern Scots and
Irish, some of whom still speak the Gaelic language; and
secondly the Britons, who gave their name to the whole
island of Britain. These were the people whom the Romans
conquered. The Romans gave the Britons a good deal of
their civilisation, but they mever settled in Britain in very
large numbers, so the British race survived until the over-
throw of the Roman Empire by the ‘barbarians’, i.e. the
pumerous Germanic tribes which overran the whole of
VWestern Europe.

There were three great Germanic tribes which invaded
Britain: the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes; and together
they form the basis of the modern English race. The Britons,
as a race, disappeared except in Wales and Cornwall. Many
Welsh people still speak their ‘British’, i.e. Celtic, tongue,
which is called Welsh., In Corawall the language bhas died
out, though it can still be recognised in some proper names.
The Angles were so numerous that the country was called
Angle-land, i.e. England, and the Anglo-Saxon language
was Old English: in other words, modern English has descend-
ed directly from it,
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“So far! then, we have noted’ the ‘Theridns, two kinds
‘of ‘Celts, the Romans, and the Germanic peoples, which®' we
shall call collectively the Saxons; but the story is by’ no
tneans ended: A few hundred yearslater a further invasion
-took  place from the North-East, that® of the Danes, and
‘the whole Notth—Eastern half of England became for a long
time Danish territory. Finally, and even more important,
there came the great Norman invasion. The Normans were
*North-men’, and like the Danes had come originally from
Scandinavia in the North-East; but they had settled in part
of Northern France, still known as Normandy, and adopted
the French language. In the year 1066, Duke William “of
Normandy claimed the English throne, and after defeating
and killing the Saxon king Harold at the Battle of Hastings,
he went on to conquer the whole country, and to merit the
name of® William the Conqueror. He was crowned William
I of England, and the present Queen is one of his descendants.
The Saxons became a subject® people, and- all the most
important noblemen were Normans. English was the language
of the common people and Norman French was the language

1. So far: BIHFIHIE. XRBHDFRRE, 2. which: EXLF
JF wwhich peoples”, which £ the Germanic, 1R 47 %% the Germanic,
"RR peoples, K, XFRRNALEH which, R gk whom, 3. that:
BiERy invasion, FHHEK invasion BYRALIE. 4, there came the great
Norman invasion: XR@—/AMA¥4, 3HiA came ZEXE invasion 2RI, X4
there, here, now, -then SERTHAEEH, BF—HBEE. 5. and 1o merit
the name of...: 3@ #S, 6. subject: FHHEWA. ‘BR. B E
B.
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of the aristocracy, iseluding the King and. ‘bis- court: ‘Evea
today, many French expressions occur in traditional ceremonial
language, and a few English people feel proud if they can
prove that their ancestors were Normans. Eventually, however,
the speech of the common people prevailed, and the use of
French died out: but the common people had already absorbed
some of it, and many everyday expressions in English have
& French origin.

There has never been another invasion of Britain in the
800 years since William the Conqueror, so that all the
various elements have had time to settle down and form one
pe;)ple. As a whole, the British are proud of their diversity,
and like to think that it has given them a diversity of
qualities which has turned out to their advantage.'

The country they live in, that is, the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, has an area of about
¢3,000 square miles. This is remarkably small when you
consider its population and its importance in world affairs.

The population of the United Kingdom is about 55,500,000.
It is a very large population for such a small area, and yet
it is very unevenly distributed. About 8,000,000 people are
crowded into the London area alone, and most of the rest
live in a few densely populated industrial areas. On the
other hand, there are some quite large tracts of barren, hilly

1. which has turned out to their advantage: which 89%fTAR di-
versity. has turned out, (Z58R) ER. to their advantage, XHEA] (KXEA)
AW,
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souiitry;: especiatlyin Northerss Scotlagd; whieh=ard ‘lmod
usinhabited: The ‘reason for: this .unevenness is that’ Britain
is mainly an industrial coustry, and most of ‘the pesple Tive
in large towss. Apart from London, there are two towns
containing - over & million ‘people ‘each (Birmingham - and
Glasgow), -four with half-a-million or more, and over forty
others with more than a hundred thousand people each,




II. The Weather

‘Other countries have a climate; in England we have
weather.” This statement, often made by Englishmen to describe
the peculiar meteorological conditions of their country, is
both revealing! and true. It is revealing because in it* we see
the Englishman insisting once again that what happens in
England is not the same as what happens elsewhere; its truth
can be ascertained by any foreigner who stays in the country
for longer than a few days. .

In no country other than England, it has been said,
can one experience four seasons in the course of a single
day1® Day may break as a balmy spring morning; an hour
or so later black clouds may have appeared from nowhere!
and the rain may be pouring down. At midday conditions

may be really wintry with the temperature down by® a‘bou’t'

1. revealing: BELVIBAIE . XRHEF R, 2. in it:it 8 this statement,
8. In no country other than England, it has been said, can one experience..;
day: ﬁAi‘ﬁR’é‘Eﬁ@Aﬂ]?}'ﬁEE—iZFPiéﬁi/l“i‘?iﬁﬁﬂ’ifl..’ﬁqﬂ: (ty
no... other than=except  (2)it has been said: AL @I, HAE, 3y
can one experience: $E75E)iA can EFIE one 2L A A, KRBT
HEAHEEA In no country, 4. from nowhere: R & M85 JL; 3 3b
nowhere ZEXJLREA, # from HHKIE. 5. with the temperature -down
by.... BEFFRE--- . EAGIEST “with the temperature going dowa”, by
FARNHEBRRTTHRS DR,
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‘eight degrees or more centigrade. And ther, in the late
afternoon the sky will clear, the sun will begin to shine,

‘and for an hour or two before darkness falls, it will be

" summer.

In England one can experience almost every kind of

~weather except the most extreme. (Some foreigners, inciden—
tally, seem to be under the impression' that for ten months

of the year the country is covered by a dense blanket of

fog; this is not true.) The snag is that® we never can " be

sure when the different types of weather will occur.? Not'!

only do we get several different sorts of weather in one day,

but we may very well get a spell of winter in summer and -

vice-versa,*
This uncertainty about the weather has had a definite
effect upon the Englishman’s character; it tends to make him

cautious, for example. The foreigner may laugh when he

sces the Englishman setting forth on a brilliantly sunny

morning wearing a raincoat and® carrying an umbrella, but

he may well regret® his laughter later in the day] The

1. seem to be under the impression: {IFHXEMERSR; BIFAA.
2. The snag is that...: [ (RER)ET . snag —BIBRMRABHRA
PES, BB, 3. we never can be sure...occur: iXJI, when 3| @804
HEFEBEMNY, be sure REMWYTRYHA. 4. Not oaly...vice-versa,
RNE—R G FARLHFRANRS, TERTHERXAR— —BERBER
g REREK, ELRBEAN-HERNRS. 1) HFAHTE BN oot
only ZAUY . FUGTFHEE, £iF we ZHIMBI3DIA do, (2) may very
well: ZXJLE “BTHR" WRE. ) a spelk —~MF. 5. end: ¥B
- wearing M1 carrying, XA AAANE RBARIE, 6. he may well
regret: fERATRRRIENR, .
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