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LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

LISTENING

Understanding Words

Listening Task 1

Listen to the following 10 words from Passage A, Unit 1. Can you choose the right mean-
ing from (A), (B) or (C)? Don’t worry! I'll read each word to you twice. The firsttime, you
can just listen. The second time, you'll have 5 seconds to make your choice.

1. (A) understanding (B) mistake (C) sense

2. (A) making fearful (B) making difficult (C) making ashamed

3. (A) disappointing (B) exciting (C) operating

4. (A) exercise (B) success (C) entrance

5. (A) moving (B) lifelike (C) empty

6. (A) smallest (B) fastest (C) greatest

7. (A) helping (B) terrible (C) unhappy

8. (A) service (B) notice (C) promise

9. (A) best condition (B) favorable results (C) good advice 1

10. (A) difference (B) ladder (C) environment



/| samxsxmn

mr

ieninalasks
ow, you'll hear 10 sentences. There is one word missing in each sentence. Can you fill
them in ? Just take it easy! I'll read each of the following sentences twice. The first time
youcmlustllﬂen,andﬂmsemndtlme,you’tlhcveumukofloucondstouowinqecu:h
sentence. Duﬂngthebreuk,wumn wrltedownthemlsdnqword Please watch your

spelling!

1. My experience with foreign language learning is both challengingand — .

2. This positive class - -.- .- ._. makes me eager to answer the teacher’s questions.

3. As I totally lost my desire to speak English, Ididn’t — . . . much in class.

4. In order to come up to some general education requirements, all students are .- .. —-. .. -.
to take a course in English.

5. The communication ———~——-—--— - for an online course is a computer, phone line and
modem.

6. Ilost no time in getting --——__ to the necessary equipment.

7. Online learning requires much time, —- .. - .. ___. and discipline to keep up with the
flow of the course.

8. Once in a while I cried with ... .. ___, and sometimes I felt like giving up.

9. Even though I had made a great number of mistakes, I finally reaped the — . _.______

of all my hard work.

10. Not only will learning a foreign language teach us the value of hard work, but it will also

giveus-——— . into a new culture.

~~Understanding Sentences \'é

¥ I; ¢ IMIV i

Li

sten to the following 10 sentences. After each sentence, there’ll be a break of 10 sec-

onds. During the hmuk, read the two choices (A) and (B) and choose the one thut is the
bm !.‘iF O £

1.

(A)The teacher told us to buy our textbooks.
(B)We know where to buy our textbooks.
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10.

. (A) Mary and Jack explained the text yesterday.
(B) Someone explained the text yesterday.

. (A) Our monitor forgot the actor’s name.
(B) Our monitor forgot the name of the film.

. (A) He went to Washington to attend a school meeting last week.
(B) He returned from a school meeting in Washington last week.

. (A) She didn’t want to finish her assignment.
(B) She is going to finish her assignment.

(A)She has taken an online course.
(B)She wants to take an online course.

. (A)He went to New York to open a school.

(B)He went to school in New York.

. (A)Jack likes to study and do his lab work.

(B)Jack is a poor and lazy student.

. (A)She wants to see the professor.

(B) She will see the professor soon.

(A)He wants to know the way to the Chairman’s Office.
(B)She was told the way to the Chairman’s Office.

Listening Task 2

In this task, you'll hear another 10 sentences. At the end of each sentence, there'llbe a
break of 10 seconds. During the break, you'll read the three choices marked (A), (B) and
(C), and choose the best answer to complete the sentence.

1. Last year, Mary was the student in her class.

(A) worst (B) best (C) laziest
2. She wants me to finish the course.

(A) probably (B) certainly (C) never
3.1 his letter the other day.

(A) found (B) sent (C) burned
4. He could the library computers.

(A) borrow (B) sequénce (C) use

5. The differences between what students learn and what society needs

{A) have become more and more explicit
(B) have been ironed out
(C) will arise in the near future
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6. Mr. Brown is a good driver,
(A) and so is his wife
(B) but his wife isn’t
(CY and he looks like his wife

7. Foreign language learning is very difficult but I
(A) am improving day by day
(B) got a tirst prize for it
(C) benefited a lot

8. All school students were asked to | an online course.

(A) take part in (B) start (O) prépare for -
9.1 my experience with English learning. ‘
(A) will never forget (B) do want to record  (C) really value
10. The online course is for me. -

(A) out of my reach
(B) too much
(C) technically difficult

Understanding Passages

- Listening Task 1

Listen to the following 3 passages. Each passage is followed by 5 questions. After you
hear a question, there’ll be a break of 10 seconds. During the break, you'll read one
sentence. Choose T if you think the sentence is true according to the passage you've just
heard and F ifitis false.

Passage One Questions 1 to 5 are based on the passage you have just heard.

T /F 1. It means attending school at night or for one weekend a month.

T /F 2. The students can attend school full time.

T /F 3. Two benefits of good distance learning programs are mentioned in the talk.
T/F 4. | A business will be able to develop better relations with universities.

. T/F 5. Itwill add to the knowledge development of a worker.

" BT 0 [ ur sl



Passage Two Questions 6 to 10 are based on the passage you have just heard.

T/F 6. Language learners could ignore their mistakes in communication,
T/F 7. They cando it by comparing their speech with that of native speakers.
T/F 8. They won't be able to learn very much about the foreign culture.
T/F 9. Itis because native speakers will ignore their mistakes.

T /F 10. Mistakes are not important in the course of learning a language.

Passage Three - Questions 11 to 15 are based on the passage you have just heard.

T/F 11. This talk mamly deals w1th how to speak Enghsh w1th natlve speakers
T /F 12. This is because they seldom meet native speakers.

T/ F 13. Itis because they are poor at spoken English.

T/F 14.  We can speak English well by doing more speaking,

T /F 15. It means “go on fearlessly”.

Listening Task 2

In this task, you’ll hear another 3 passages. Each passage is followed by 5 questions.
After you hear a question, there'll be a break of 10 seconds during which you can choose
the best answer from the four choices given.

To Help You

formula: a general law, rule, fact, etc., expressed in a short form by means of a group of letters, signs,
numbers, etc.
alphabetical order: the way in which the set of letters used in a language is listed

Passage One

Questions 1 to 5 are based on the passage you have just heard:

1. (A) To learn English. (B) To study communication.
(C) To have a medical meeting. (D) To visit Europe.

2. (A) To a doctor from Africa. (B) To a person from Japan.
(C) To a doctor from Japan. (D) To people from Europe.

3. (A) Less than 600 million people around the world.
(B) Nearly 600 million people around the world.
(C) About 300 million people around the world.
(D) Nearly 800 million people around the world.
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4. (A) 800 million people. (B) Nearly 600 million people.
(C) About 300 million people. (D) The speaker didn’t say.

5. (A) For meetings with other language students.
(B) For learning their better grammar.
(C) For travelling around the world.
(D) For international communication.

Passage Two
Questions 6 to 10 are based on the passage you have just heard:

6. (A) Oniy to learn several subjects. (B) To make a living.
© To get an education. (D) Only to learn skills.

7. (A) To teach his students everything he knows.
(B) To know everything.
(C) To teach the students how to think.
(D) To teach the students how to study by themselves.

8. (A) Only a certain formula. (B) How to learn some facts by heart.
(C) Only some facts. (D) The method to answer the problem.

9. (A) "fl}ey received a good education.  (B) They were very clever.
(C) They knew how to learn. (D) They learned lots of facts and formulas

10. (A) They read a lot of books and asked many questions while reading.
(B) They did thousands of experiments.
(C) They always worked hard and never wasted time.
- (D) All of the above.

Passage Three
Questions 11 to 15 are based on the passage you have just heard:

11. (A) To ask your teacher. ~ (B) To think hard.

(C) To give up. (D) To look it up in a dictionary.
12. (A) Its pronunciation.

(B) Its part of speech.

(C) The use of it.

(D) Its pronunciation, the part of speech and the use of it.

13.  (A) The words beginning with the letter A.
(B) The words beginning with the letter E.
(C) The simple words.

(D) The very short words.




14. (A) Blind, boyfriend, murder, movement.
(B) Blind, boyfriend, movement, murder.
(C) Boyfriend, blind, movement, murder.
(D) Movement, murder, blind, boyfriend.

15. (A) It is useful in learning Chinese.
(B) It is our good friend in learning Chinese.
(C) 1t is our good friend in learning English.
(D) It is not useful in learning English.

SPEAKING
Practicing Conversational Skills

Greetings and good-byes are quite common in most meetings with others and are often seen as a
matter of good customs. What kind of expressions, then, do you use when you greet or say good-bye to
each other?

If you aren’t quite sure of such expressions, never mind. The following activities will help you.

Speaking Task 1

The following expressions are often used for greetings and good-byes. Please read
and remember them now.

. ’m afraid I must go now.

. It’s getting late. I must go now.
. I’d better be going now.

. It’s about time I have to leave.
. I must be off now.

1. Hi!

2. Hello!

3. How are things with you?
4. How do you do?

5. Glad to see you.

W b WN -

T

1. Fine, thanks. 1. I'm sorry you have to leave.

2. Very well, thank you. 2. Can’t you stay a little longer?
3. Same as ever. 3. I won’t keep you then.
4. Everything is all right. 4. Ilook forward to seeing you again soon. Bye!

5. Not too bad. 5. T hope to see you again. Have a good trip.
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Speaking Task 2

Now look at the following short conversations. Please firsttry to complete the conver-
sations with what you have learned from Speaking Task 1. Then when you listento the
recording, make corrections if necessary. After that, practice the conversationsin pairs.
Please pay special attention to the expressions used for greetings and good-byes.

Conversations About

; CuertabiGn i
Greetings

A: Hi, Fred. How are things going?
B: Not too bad.

A: How’s your family?

B:

Conversation 2

A: Hello, John!

B: Hello. Haven't seen you for ages.

A: Yes, I'm pretty busy lately. How about your studies?
B:

Cormearsat oo

A: Imagine meeting you here, John! ~ A: How’s Jane these
B: Mary! What a surprise! days? Have you heard from her?

A: B: She is fine. She’s got a new job in Wash-
B: Fine, thanks, Mary. And you? ington.

A: Very well, thanks. A: I'm glad to hear it. Remember me to her.
B: How’s your family? B: OK. Give my love to your family. Bye.

A: Thank you. Bye.

Conversations About ¢ eraation |

Good-byes A:T'mafraid 've gottogo  A: I must be off now.

now, B:
B: It’s still early.

Conversation ?

A: It’s getting late. [ must go now.

B: ,

A:T'dlove to, and it’s very nice talking with you. But I have
a meeting,.

B: It’s a pity you have to leave so soon.
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B: Good-by ind have a good journey.

A: Good-bye and thank you for all you've done for me here.

B: My pleasure.

A: Bye

Speaking Task 3

Work with another person. One of you will take the part of A. The other will take the
part of B. Make up short conversations based on the following situations, using some
of the expressions for greetings or good-byes.

1. Although they are good friends, A and B haven’t met each other for over ten years.
Now A has just returned from another country, and B happens to meet A in the street.

2. A used to be B’s boy/girl-friend, and B happens to meet A on a bus.
3. Ais B’s English teacher, and B happens to meet A in the hallway.

4. Ais anew foreign student, and B is a Chinese student. A happens to meet B on the college
grounds.

5. A has invited B to dinner. After dinner, B thinks it’s time to leave. B says good-bye to A.
6. A has been ill and B goes to sce her. Half an hour later, B wants to leave.

7. A is a native speaking English teacher and B comes to A’s place for advice. Now B plans
to leave.

8. A goes to B's birthday party. In the middle of the party, A plans to leave.

Discussing the Text

Speaking Task 1

Think again about the text you have read in Passage A. Can you tell the class aboutiits
main idea? Please have a try!



