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PREFACE

The potted landscape or miniature gardening haes all along been appreciated as “silent poetry”,“three -
dimensional painting”or “condensed music”. From this it can be well perceived that coming down in one con-
tinuous line with all other artistic endeavours,the art of making potted landscapes is one of composite nature.
If classified according to the mediums for the creation of artistic images,by and large it remains within the
scope of plastic arts. This art,however.has closest ties,in particular , with two of the traditional Chinese art-
s.namely. painting and calligraphy. Then,a point should be raised:Since painting has been so highly valued
as to call for a manual and so is the case with calligraphy .how could potted landscape go without?

When this idea was conveyed by Zhao Qingquan, miniature gardening artist of Yangzhou ( Jiangsu
Province) to Shanghai’s famous painter Wang Zhiying.it was most favourably received.and the painter happi-

ly promised to co—operate if the work of compiling such a manual was ever to be started. The next move saw
Mr. Zhao making selections from and sorting out the best drawings of potted landscapes he had collected at

home and abroad.then supplementing them each with a caption or explanation.and compiling them into a
book. And the painter added finishing. touches to the drawings with his exquisite skills. Altogether the book
contains about 2,000 plates under different categories:trees and woody growths;landscapesilandscape -~ tree
combinutions s {lowers and plants sminiature types;hanging—on the — wall typesiand special —shaped types.
Also dealt with in the book are vessels in use (pots,basins.tubs.trays.etc. ). decorations and trimmings .sup-
porting stands and accessories to match. At great length it runs into four volumes in five separate bindings to
include multifarious typical styles—Chinese and foreign — in good order and careful details. It can be called
the first large — format “Manual of Potted Landscapes”in our country. The Tongji University Press.having
exceptional insight and setting store by its social benefits Jhas spared no expense to publish this book ,which is
indeed a great contribution to the development of China’s miniature gardening art.

The Manual will furnish copious materials for the potted — landsca;')e makers to digest.researchers 1o
proceed with analyses,beginners to copy and art —lovers to appreciate. Its publication is truly a glad tidings
to the miniature gardening circles.

Xu Xiaobai

President of China Association of Potted Landscape Artists August
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