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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

v R
CHAPTER I

TH-E MEREHANT AND HIS THREE
: DAUGHTERS 2

HERE was once' a very rich merchant,
who® had six children, three boys_ and

three girls. As® he was *a man of good .
;@ t‘med *to bring them up well’, and gave them

the *best of teacherss, 5 1

The three daughters Zie all very pretty,

bt%dth@ youngest was the
ha s'1ne7 that when she was a child, every one

it t. FShe was so

called hfaxj Tittle Beauty®; and as she was ¥
as lovely® when she *grew up!'?, she was still

called by the same name}
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2 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

f {.Thisr made her sisters very a#gry, for tl
did not like any one to be thought more Vg
than th gs_';;'

The youngest daughter was not only prettier
than ,her sisters, but, she had alsg, *a better
tem'per!. The two &d%l’" girls were vain® because
they were so handéome, and their father was so
rich,

Q,%«:‘a 4

v ‘They would not go to see other merchants’
daughters, nor would they speak to people who
were *not, of high rank’. They went to' *parties’

and balls every day, and *made fun of® their
younger sister, for Spending her time in reading,
or in doing lﬁe work. R

=8

As it was *well known® that these young
‘ladies would be very rich, many great merchants
wished to marry them. DBut the two elder
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TEE MERCHANT AND HIS THREE DAUGHTERS 3

daughters algz;% said that, *for their partgthey
would never marry any one below a (ﬁlgz or
*ah"d@ b 183st°. ¢

Beauty had quite as’ many %ﬁi‘% as her
sisters, but though shé always spoke kindly to
her lovers, she satd that she would rg.%lgr live

some years longer with her father, as she thought

)

128

herself too young to marry.

: i‘Things had gone on in this way for some
time, when *all at once® the merchant loSé both
his money and his_large house. He had nothiﬁg
left but a* #hall ’c_oft ‘

¢ My children,’ he said, while the % ran

down his d?ee zs,” ‘we must now go and live in the

age® in the country.

cottage, and try *to 8arn our bréad® by hard work.’

“But we do not know how to work,’ said
the two elder daughters; ‘and we do not W’.lsh to
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5
4 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

leave the town. We have 1 pléty of lovers who will
be gfaﬁ to m&rry us, t/hough we have no moneyj

\ il
But* Jahpy soon *found out their mlst

They had been so , and had such *bad
? tempers?, that their lovers nev came near them
again, 43.;1(\1 people said that it *éefved them right®.

But every one was sorry for poor Beauty,
“because she had such a sweet temper, and, was
so kind to all. *Quite a number of* ” gen&amen
Wlshed to marry her, though she *had not a

y5 But Beauty said Bhi could not think of
*leawnor her poor father in his" e.

At ﬁrst she *could not help cxiy;mg a little,
when she thought of having to lea,ve their nice
house.; But shie "soon said to herself, < All the

erymg in the world will *do me no good8 ; Twill -

try to be happy, though I am poor.> , \
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CHAPTER Il L 2

i& )
LIFE IN A COTTAGE

HEN they went to live in the cottage, the: ;
merchant and his three sons ‘worked hard

in lds and in the garden.’ Bea.uty *did
her s re also; for she rose by six chock every
»mormng, ;éﬁ the fires?, Zcleaned the house?,

the brt%l%st for the %@

got

At first she found all this very hard. But
ghe soo%crew q?;:l *used to it°, and *thought it
no hérd’ship®; in , the work did good,
 (When she had ddﬁ% she *used to aﬁ ‘herself”
 with readmo, playing her music, or singing while
she spun8 225.7
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6 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

Her two sisters did not know what to do
to pass the time away., They had their’ breakfast
in bed, and did not Tise %éﬁn o’clock. Then

they used to walk out, but they soon, *grew
7 1%/ ! and would sit down *under the shalle of
a Igﬁy tree?®. ;
: \

There they wept® for the loss of their horses
and fine clothes, and *said to each other!; “What
a poor, 8 %?35 girl our sister is, to be so pleased®
with *this mes Way"of life’.” But their father
thought oth erwige®, and loved his youngest
daughter *more than ever’

After they had lived in this ﬂ‘é‘xr;}ner about
8 year, the merchant got a letter, which told him
that one of his largest ships, which he thought
was lost, had just come into por%i“. This news

made the two elder sisters almost *mad with

{
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LIFE IN A COTTAGE 7

joy', for they thought they would now leave the
cottage, and have all then' fine clothes agam.

When they found tbat their father must go
a long way to the ship, F they beg?;ed that he
would bring them back some *new _dresses® a,nd”
hats, handsome rings, and *all ﬁ%‘ of nice
thingsf_.:, But Beauty asked for nothing; for_she
thought to herself that all the ship was ﬁ
*could hardly buy* everything her sisters wished
for.

¢ Beauty,’ said the merchant, ¢ *how comes
it® that you ask for nothing ? What can I bring
you, my child 2’

s Sir?%:)%ou are so kind as to think of me, dear
father,” she said, I should be & d if you would
bring me a rose, for we have 1 fione in our garden,’

Now Beauty did gxot xtzﬁy wish for a rose,
*nor for anything . /She only asked for this
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

%s’?her s z might say thaﬁb she wanted her
father to *praise her for wmhmg nothing®.

‘Next mormg, the merohant *took his leave

hem?®, and set “out for the port where his ship

. o Bub ygl’len he got there, g pe}r\s/ons *went

to law® with him about the car'go®, and he lost

all. *After all his trouble’”, he found that he

must return to the cottage as poor as he had left
it
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CHA'PT ER Il

THE RALACE IN THE WOOD
; % nt 3 '
AD at heart!, the merchant set off for home.
ne 4 He was within thirty miles of it, and was
aﬂ%y thinking of the joy of. seeing his children
again, when he *lost his way® in the *midst of a
thi ood?,

,}LHe?vy rain® began to fall, and the wind

*blew so hard®, that he was *twme thrown from -

his horsels Night came on, and he f‘ga,red that
he mlght die of cold and hunger, or *be torn'to
pieces’ by the that he heard }?09’ ling®
round him,

All at once, he saw two long rows’ of trees,
with a light at the end of them. Though it
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10 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

seemed a great way off, he *made his way® to-
wards the light, and found that it came from aJarge
pil'age®, the windows of which were all pt.

The palace had great *l'igh g:iges, standing
&?afds_s. Through these

the merchant passed, but not & person could he
' ée’s“, too, which his poor
bungry horse went into ab once, and *ate a good :
feed of oats and hay’.

wide open‘, and fine co

gee. There were sta

'Ha.wng tied the amm‘i up, the merchant
Wa.lked to e door of the palace, but without

person. Passing into a large
du% %m" ‘he found *a a bright fire®, and a table
covered with good food, but only one plate', one

kmfeﬂ and one fork'y

As the rain had *wet him to the %‘2
he went up to the fire to dry himself. ‘I hope,’

>
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THE PALAGE IN THE W0©» 11

said he, ‘the ma.ster of the house will ﬁ glve1
me for commg in *without being asked®. Surely

it cannot be long now before I see some one.’

But though he waited hour aft‘er; hour, no
one came. At last the *clock s ruck éleven", and
the merchant, feeling quite faint* for want of
food, *helped himself to a chick’en®, and to a
glass of Wln@

Having eaten his supper, he sat by the fire
till the clock struck twelve. Then, as no one
came to see him, he thought he *might as well
look about him®.

-

Opening a door at_the *end, of the hall’, he
found himself in *a g&d b %

tired that he shut the door, *took off® his clothes,
jumped into the bed, and was soon *fast

m®. He was so

asleep'’.
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12 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

" It was ten o'clock in the morning before he
awoke'. He was ¢ ite *taken abf@ck® to see "a
handsome ,pew su1 ~of clothes? la.?cf' ready for
him, *@stead of* his own, which were .*all torn
and dlrtyﬁ‘ This place,” said he to himself,
‘must belong to some good»&ry", who *has taken

pity on me’.’

He looked out of the Window,! #nd saw the
most lovely gardens, full of all kinds of flowers.
Going back to the room where he had eaten his
supper, he found a good bréak'fast® on the table.
‘My good fairy,” said the merchant aloud®, ‘it is
really’ very kind of you *to take such care of

10 * S5
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CHAPTER IV

THE OWNER OF THE PALACE

AVING made a good breakfast, the merchant.
took his hat, and set off to the stable to

is horse. But as he passed through a ga.rdeﬁ

filled with lovely roses, he thought of what Beauty
had asked him to bring back to her. Taking
out his knife, he soon had *a nice l:u ch! to

carry home.

Just at that mo e t2 he heard a loud noise,
and saw a large beast® coming towards him. It
was so ﬁ“?gr ful* to look at, that he was ready
to faint with fear.

'I'?J\*Wicked man® !’ said the beast in a loud
voice; ‘I have *saved your life’ by taking you
into my palace. *In return’, you steal my roses,

AN~ 2w 3R 4 T4 5 EA 6 KT
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14 BEAUTY AND THE BEAST

- which I prlze1 more than anything I have. But
you shall péy for your t°! *In a quarter

of an hour® you must die!’

.\'.*‘Fa,lling on his kﬁs‘, the merchant cl?sge%“‘
his ha.nds, and cried out, ‘Sir, *I %Bly beg
your pér‘don®!- I did not think it would offend”
you to gather a rose for one of my daughters,
who begged me to bring her one home. Do not
kill me, my lord® "J

‘ I am not lord, but a beast,’ jvas the
repE", ‘I ha éﬁ :

you can coa,x 5 me by calhng me a lord. You
tell me that you have daughters. Now I will

let you go, if one of them will come and *take

your place'. If not, promise that you will return

in three months, *to be dealt with as I cheose',’

L.fﬁim;zzﬁ- 2. ﬁt R BROBE AT R M 3 &
—zmz’ﬂq F:lifE 5 BB RV BRARHKE
w7 g 1353 & K ABE H@MZE 10, FEHRER B
Al_m*a lf,ﬂﬁsfk L, R%R LEAZBEXER

g ; 80 do not fan’'gy' that

e «



