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Preface

There are 23 species of crocodiles in the world, and all of them have been listed in the ap-
pendices of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES). The Chinese Alligator (Alligator sinensis) is the endemic species in China,
and one of the most threatened alligators in the world.

The Chinese Government has been paying much attention to the conservation of Chinese
Alligator and other crocodiles. Since 1982, Chinese Government has conducted special protec-
tion project on Chinese Alligator. We have established nature reserves and captive breeding
centers for the Chinese Alligator, conducted programs for the research on captive breeding
techniques and wild population monitoring. Now we have grasped the captive breeding tech-
niques, and the current captive population of Chinese Alligator has reached 10 000 individuals
with an aﬁnual increase of 2 000 ones. Meanwhile, we have fulfilled the international obliga-
tions for the conservation of crocodiles according to the requirements of CITES, and strength-
ened the management of captive breeding, commercial utilization of imported crocodilian
species, and actively lead and supported the development of related industry, and try to en-
large the resources of crocodiles in China.

In the coming 21* century, human beings are facing the big challenge of the conservation
of biodiversity and environment. In order to achieve this purpose, Chinese Government and
the people are trying to protect the biodiversity and the natural ecosystem with the efforts to
conduct serial eco — construction projects as natural forest protection, reforestry, desert con-
trol, wildlife protection and nature reserve establishment, etc. Chinese Alligator is the priority
species in the projects of wildlife protection and nature reserve establishment. We will
strengthen the protection of the habitat and the wild population of Chinese Alligator, and with
the reintroduction, enhance the increase of the wild population. For the purposes to refer to
the advanced experiences for the crocodile conservation and promote the international informa-
tion exchange, and to achieve the goals of crocodile conservation and sustainable utilization,

the State Forestry Administration of P. R. China sponsored the “International Workshop on
3




Conservation and Reintroduction of Chinese Alligator 2001, Hefei, China ” and the “Interna-
tional Workshop on Captive Breeding and Commerce Management in Crocodylia 2001,
Guangzhou, China” during the periods of August 25~ 28 and August 30 ~ September 3, with
the support from Crocodiles Specialist Group of IUCN, Wildlife Conservation Society, World
Wide Fund for Nature, the Endangered Species Import and Export Management Office of the
P.R. China, China Wildlife Conservation Association and Australia — China Council, etc. The
participants had exchanged information extensively on the conservation of Chinese Alligator
and the strategy for the reintroduction, and made terms with confidence to bring forward
“China Plan for Conservation and Reintroduction of Chinese Alligator” and “Guangzhou Advo-
cation for the Negotiation of Crocodile Conservation and Industry Development”, which is the
basis for the future Chinese Alligator conservation and the development of crocodilian re-
sources.

These two international workshop collected an amount of valuable scientific research re-
ports and papers, which is the crystal of the long — term research of crocodile conservation and
sustainable utilization of Chinese and foreign experts. With the aims to let colleagues of home
and abroad know the contents of the workshops, and to guide the future work on crocodile
conservation, captive breeding and sustainable utilization, we are now trying to edit and pub-
lish these reports and papers which had been exchanged during the workshop. I believe, with
the close attention and cooperation among concerning organizations and persons, Chinese Alli-
gator will get rid of extinct situation beyond all doubt, and the crocodiles in the world will
have a prospective future, and China will contribute greatly to the conservation of wildlife con-

servation and sustainable utilization.

Ma Fu
September, 2002
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